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SECTION XXV. 

IF I N D little mention made in ancient au- 
thors of Barium, its foundation or hiftory : 
coins ftruck by its municipal magiftrates ftill 

* 

cxift*. The Lombards, Greeks, and Sara- 

* Nummi Barinoruro. 
AR6. I. Cap. MercuriizrGryps BA. 
iER. I* Cap. Jovis laar.=Prora navis id qua Cupido 
ftans arcum tend, fabtus delphin BAPINX2K. 
!• Cap. Palladis gal.zzNayis U Cupido coronam 

impon* trophaeo* 
3. Cap. Jovis zzProra BAPI, iG» 

, Vol. 1L B cens. 
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2 JOUkNl^y TO TARAiTTd. 

cens, difputed the pofTeffion of this city in the 
ninth cditury. In the ttath, it rofe to fiiftinc- 
tion, on becoming the refidence of the Greek 
Catapan or Viceroy, and of a metropolitan 
Biihop. In 1089, the archiepifcopal dignity 
was confirmed by the court of Rome« The 
book of conftituuons, compiled for the juridi- 
cal government of the province, and ftill in ufe, 
is a refpedtable voucher for the importance and 
policy of Bari, during the middle ages. 

About the year 1000, Bari became the fcenc 
of confpiracies and revolutions : here Melo 
formed the proje<9: of the fir ft confederacy againft 
the Grecian Emperors ; and though he did not 
live to fee any great fuccefs attend his fchemcs, 
yet it was owing to his fagacity in pointing out 
the way, that the Normans were enabled to 
expell the Greeks from Italy ; out of refpedt for 
his memory, thofe conquerors raifed his fon 
Argirius to the fupreme command over their 
league. Bari did not fieadily adhere: to Melons 
plans, but foon returned to the obedience of 

the 
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Hie eaftern Emperor, and was one of the laft 
and firnieft fupports of his dominion. 

In 1067, Robert Guifcard invefted it by fea 
and land; and, to prevent fuccours being 
thrown in, inclofed it with a femicircle of Ihips 
joined together by chains and booms, each ex- 
tremity having a bridge of communication with 
the camp, which completed the line of circum- 
vallation. This blockade lafted four years; 
during which, both parties exhaufted every ^art 
of attack and defence praftifed in thofe ages, 
when the machines for demolifliing fortifica- 
tions were clumfy and feeble; and when fa- 
mine, more frequently than force, compelled 
towns to furrender. The Barians, finding them- 
felves worn out with hard fare and inceflant 
alarms, and forefeeing that the pbftinacy of 
their adverfary would at length overcome their 
powers of defence, endeavoured to avert their 
ruin by cutting off the chief of the befiegers ; 
with this intent, one Amerinus ftole out of the 
city by night, and drawing up to the quarters 

B z of 



4 JOURNEY TO TARANTO. 

of Guifcardy attempted to kill him by thrufiing 
a poifoned lance through the wattles of his hut j 
but the weapon proved too ihort ; and Robert, 
as we are told by his honeft biographer Mald« 
tijcrra^ took care to have the wickered walls of his 
cabbin well plaftered over,' to prevent fuch at* 
tacks for the future* 

Earl Roger foon after joined bis brother 
with a firong fleet ; and helped him to carry on 
his aiTaults with fuch vigour, that the beiieged 
were on the point of capitulating, when their 
hopes were revived by the appearance of an 
Imperial fquadron coming to their relief, under 
Jofceline d*Avranches, a Nprman gentleman, 
who had fought his fortune in Greece, and in- 
gratiated himfclf with the Emperor, The 
Greek ihips were no fooner defcried, than 
Roger flipped his cables, and ran out to fea ta 
give them battle. Jofceline was true to his 
truft, and bore down gallantly upon the Earl : 
the engagement was fliarp, but very fliort ; for 
the Greeks were no match for the Norman 

veterans. 
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veterans. The Imperial veffels were taken, 
funk, or difperfed, and their admiral made a 
prifoncr. Roger returned triumphant, and Bari 
opened its gates to the conquerors. 

To fecure the allegiance of fo capital a town, 
A citadel was afterwards ered:ed by King Roger ; 
but it was fcarcely finilhed, when the Emperor 
Lotharius razed it to the ground. Upon the 
retreat of the Imperialifts, Jacinthus affumed 
the tkl^ of Prince, and refufed to fubmit to the 
King, who laid fiege to the city. Bari was 
then a populous place, and made an obftinate 
refiftance. The capitulation was honourable, 
but rendered invalid by a claufe, ftipulating, 
that all the Royalifts, taken during the fiege, 
were to be delivered up fafe and unhurt. When 
the King made his entry into Bari, ^ Norman 
Captive, who had been deprived of his fight, 
and otherwife cruelly treated by the ordj^rs of 
Jacinthus, was led through the crowd to the 
feet of his fovereign, to claim juftice and ven- 
geance. Roger, willing to feize any pretext 

B 3 for 



6 JOURNEYTO TARA^T^b. 

for annulling the capitulation, affenfibled bk 
council, declared the treaty void, and caufed 
Jacinthus, with his principal adherents, to.bp 
hanged. 

Majone, prime minifter to William the Bad, 
was born at Bari, the fon of a notary ; but th§ 
afFeftion, we may prefume, this favourite re? 
tained for the place of his nativity, did not pre- 
vent William from treating it with the utmoft 

r 

feverity. The Barians had joined in the grand 
rebellion againft him, had demoliflied his caftle 
and palace, and given the furniture as plunder 
to their foldiers ; therefore, when the chief citi- 
zens fell on their knees before him, fuing for 
mercy, he anfwered all their fupplications with 
thefe words : " You did not fpare my houfe, 
«* how can you expe<^ I fliould fpare yours?'* 
They were ordered to diflodge iwithin the fpace 
of two days, and their dwellings to be levelled, 
to the ground. The city omft have rifen very 
fpeedily out of its ruins, as the Emperor Fre- 
derick eflablifhed an annual fair here in 1233 : 

and 
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and in 1248, ordered the town to be deftroyed, 
to puniih the inhabitants for treafonabie prac- 
tices. 

The firft perfon enfeoffed with the honours of 
Bari was Bohemund of Antioch^ who accepted 
of thefe and other demefnes in lieu of his birth* 
right. The fecond was Tancred fon of King 
Roger: Jacinthus had them next. The Princes 
of Taranto^ defcended from Charles the Second, 
held them afterwards. Their heirefs carried 
this barony into the houfe of Baux, which 
was difpoffeffed by Joan the Firft. During her 
reign, John Pipino Earl of Minervino ufurped 
this fief for a fliort time. He was the fon of 
an officer of the revenue, who, having amaffed 
great riches by the management of the public 
money, or by treafures found at Lucera, where 
l^e fuperintended the expulfion of the Saracens, 
purchafed large eftates for his children. John 
was an empty vain- glorious man, deceived into 
a high opinion of his own confequence by the 
flattery of mifcreants and parafites, who flocked 

B 4 from 



8 JOURNEY TO TARANTO. 

from all parts to fliare the prodigal bounty of 
this new-made nobleman* The fuqcefs that at* 
tended an expedition againfl Nicholas Rienzi, 
the famous tribune of Aomei completed his in- 
toxication. The Oriini and Colon na fadions, 
being overpowered by that demagogue, craved 
aiiiftance from Minervino, who always enter- 
tained a formidable band of foldiers ready for 
mifchief. Pipino embraced the opportunity of 
employing his troops^ defeated Nicholas, and 
returned to Puglia mad with joy and priae. His 
infolence^ rapacity, and excefles^ now difdained 
all bounds ; and half the neighbouring provinces 
Were defolated by his lawleft freebooters. The 
royal anger was at lad rouzed, and a complete 
overthrow, near Afcoli, crulhed all his glories ; 
his adherents fled, and Pipino himfelf, aban- 
doned and betrayed, was taken and hanged at 
a window of the caftle of Altamura ; his bro- 
thers fhared his unhappy fate : and thus one 
generation faw the rife and fall of this powerful 
family. 

Ladiflaus 
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Ladiflaus granted Bari to the Orfini Princes of 
Taranta, who afterwards enjoyed it almoft as a 
free fovereignty^ having extorted from Alphon* 
fus the Firft the privilege of exporting all man- 
ner of commodities without paying any duties 
to the crown. This exemption brought in 
great riches, and rendered them very formida- 
ble, as FeMinand the Firft found to his forrow, 
in his wars with the fiarons« While Aragon 
and Anjou were contending, James Caldora, a 
famous Abru^zefe chieftain feized upon Bari, 
and his fon Anthony affumed the title of 
Duke* 

Upon the extinftion of the houfe of Taranto, 
Bari reverted to the King, and was fettled by 
Alphonfus the Second upon the family of Sforza, 
in confideration of the marriage of his daughter 
Ifabella with the Duke of Rlilan. According 
to treaty, thcfc eftates became the property of 
Bona Queen of Poland, at whofe death this 
duchy returned to the crown; to which it has 
ever fince remained annexed. 

Our 
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Our (lay at Bari was prolonged by my fe)iow-» 
traveller's being feized with a feverifli com* 
plaint^ which at firft wore an alarming ap« 
pearance, but fooa took a favourable turn 2 
however, he did not think it fafe to continue his 

journey farther fouth, as the weather was grow* 

« 

ing very warm ; and therefore determined to re- 
turn to Naples as foon as poffible. I continued 
our original route on the 29th of April. 

The firft place I came to was Mola di Bari, 
a town containing fix thoufand fouls, prettily 
fituated on rocks, and very fliewy from afar : 
what it may be on a nearer view I know notj as 
I rode paft without flopping, my memoran- 
dums making no mention of any thing remark- 
able in it. I next pafled by the Francifcan 
convent of Cape San Vito, delightfully feated 
among the olive groves, on a neck of land jut- 
ting out into the fea. Here travellers ufually 
dine or lleep ; but as it had been reprefentcd to 
me as a very bad place of baiting, I rode a mile 
farther for dinner to PoHgnano, a fmall city^ 

perched. 
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perched^ like a bird's neft, on a crag rifing 
perpendicularly out of the water. The biihop 
jregdes at Mola. The CaraccioU, Rodolvich, 
Toraldi, Stendardi, BolFa^ and Lieto, have been 
fucceffivcly lords of this place *. 

The foil of the whole trad I travelled through 
this morning is iballow and rocky, covered 
.with oliv6 trees, which are the principal objedt 
of the cultivator's care, as oil is the main fup- 
port of commerce in this province. The rocks 
abound with pedinites of a large iize. 

While my dinner was preparing, I amufed 
my^lf with looking at fome peafants calling 
wooden balls with their feet ; they are extreme- 
ly dextrous at the fport, lifting the ball, up 
with their tocj and toffing it a confiderable 
lerfgth, along* a high road as rugged and full 

* Underneath the rocks, on which this city is built, is 
9 yery beautiful cavern which I did not fee, iirom my ig» 
norance of its exiftence. It is only acceflible by water, 
and is above two hundred feet deep | and, I am aflured^ 
very well defcrvcs the attention of the traveller. 

of 
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of protuberances as the Glaciers of Switzer* 
land. 

t 

In the afternoon, I had a pleafant ride of five 
miles, through noble olive w<!K)d3, to Mono- 
poll, .This city, like moft others on the coaft, 
deceives one by its outward appearance inio an 
opinion of extent and magnificence, which 
vaniihes on clofer infpedtion. The environs arc 
neatly planted with fig, almond, and fome few 
lemon and ofange trees. I faw but one garden 
that had any fliew of thofe evergreen fruit-trees 
to boaft of. Olives are the grand concern. 
The extent of the plantations of this valuable 
tree is really aftonifliing. I was affured that 
the olive woods reach from Monopoli twelve 
miles, on three fides, without interruption. 
There are no great Barons in its immediate 
neighbourhood ; and every burgher has his 
mafiaria or farm> which he cultivates on his 
own account. This territory is faid to yield an- 
nually twenty thoufand falme of oil. 

7 Monopoli 
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Monopoii U a dark difagrceable town, with 
tiarrow, crooked ftreets, and very lofty flat^roofed 
houfes* It is fuppofed to have been originally 
9 ftation called Egnatiolvim^ and to have grown 
to the fize and dignity of a city> by the ruin 
of Gnatia. In the firft Norman partition, it 
fell tatbeibare of Hugh, The Capeci were for 
foi?ie ttaie its poiTeflbrs. 



SECTION XXVL 

NEXT morning I was on horfeback before 
fun-rife, intendbg to make a very long 
day's journey j and being apprehcnfive, from 
the heavy feel of the air, that I fliould fufiet 
from intenfe heat in the noon- tide hours. My 
prognodics were but too jufi^ for a hotter fun^ 
and a mare Hilling fultrinefs, could not be felc 
in the dog-days. 

The foil of the country is a r^difli pctrifac* 
tlon^ evidently the fame as the rocks upon the 

^ ihote* 
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fliore* As I rode along, the huge piles of 
fea-weed, which almoft form a rampart on thtf 
coaft, appeared to be equally unafFedted either 
by wind or waves. I alighted feveral times to 
examine thefe heaps, and found different de- 
grees of hardnefs in them. Some were quite 
moid and mucilaginous ; others already petri- 
fied on the furface, but foft and pliable within ; 
others again thoroughly pervaded by the ftony 
• humour. 

Thefwarth on the fands is very poor, and 
produces few uncommon plants. One is a 
"Beautiful poppy, of a bright yellow colour. 

At a mile's diftance from Monopoli, the land- 
fcape expands itfelf, and on the right hand dif- 
covers a long range of woody hills. The olive 
grounds in the plain are remarkable for their 
great extent, thicknefs of foliage, and fize of 
trees. They are pruned into the form of a cup, 
by cutting out the centric upright branches, in 
the fame manner as gardeners trim goofeberry 
bufhes. This treatment lets in an equal ihare 

4 ^ of 
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of fun and ventilation to every part, and brings 
on an univerfal maturity. 

Six miles farther are the ruins of Gnatia,'the 
laft ftage but one q^ Horace's journey to Brun* 
dufium, and now called, Torre d'Agnazzo* 
Little remains except part of the ramparts, 
which, near the fea, are entire as high up as 
the bottom of the battlements. Sixteen courfes 
of large ftones are ftill complete ; and the thick* 
nefs of this bulwark is exactly eight yards ; an 
Extraordinary breadth, which I afcertained by 
repeated meafurements. The town feems to 
have been fquare, and its principal ftreets 
drawn in ftraight lines. On the moll elevated 
part is a watch-tower ; and probably this was 
the fituation of the antient citadel. Near it are 
fome arches and vaults. "^The view towards 
Monopoli is extremely beautiful. 

Want of water caufed the deftruftion of 
Gnatia ; a fcarcity I had an opportunity of being- 
made fenfible of, and which naturally explains 

> 

Horace's phrafe of 

" — Cnatia 
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** — Gnatia lymphis 
Iratis exftrudta, — '* 

The few paftoral inhabitants of thefe ruins 
have no temples left to melt incenfe in without 
fire, for the diverfion oraftonifliment of paf- 
fengers. But the art is not loft in the kuig- 
dom; and, whetlwr preferVed by tradition or 
revived by ingenuity, is ftill pradtifed with 
fuccefs. 

The ftone employed in building along this 
coaft, is cut with great eafe in every part of the 
country. It is a foft whitiih concretion, that 
hardens by being expofcd to the air» The me- 
thod ufed by the quarrymen is extremely fltn- 
. pie : they clear away the foil from the level 
parts, and then hew out regular cubes, which 
leave vacahcies in the rock exadly refembling 
ponds, baths, or refervoirs, with flights of fteps 
All round leading down to the bottom. Thefe 
holes are frequently filled up with earth, and 
plivdtes planted in them. 

The 
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The cyftuSi which grows in great abundance 
on thefe wafte lands^ exhaled fo powerful ail 
effluvium^ when the fun had been rifen fome 
tinie, that I was overcome with it* One of the 
fervants^ already half-dead with heat and fa^^^ 
tigue^ had the additional ill-fortune of being 
frightened almoft out of his wits. As we wet^e 
trotting along the burning fands^ he on a fud- 
den gave a loud ihriek, and threw himfelf from 
his horfc, crying out that he was a dead man, for 
either a fcorpi'on, a tarantula, or a ferpent, had 
flung him on the infiep. On pulling off his 
boot, I found that bis terrors and pains were 
caufed by the rays of the fun, which had pene« 
trated through a hole in the upper leather, and 
raifed a blifter on the fkin. The prepoderous 
geftures and expreiSons of this lazzarone fup« 
ported my fpirits till we arrived at a fmall finglc 
houfe, confifting of a kitchea, loft, and (table, 
lately ered:ed for the convenience of travellers, 
by the agents of the Order of Malta, to which 
the land belongs. The kitchen was toOihot fo^ 
Vol*. II. C mo 
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fne to breathe in^ and the other two zpiiU 
ments as full of fleasr as Shakfpeare's inn at 
Rochefter ; fo that my only refuge was the mu 
row Ihade of the houfe^ which was contraded 
every minute more and more» as the fun ad^ 
vanced towards the meridian. Behind the houfe 
then I fat down^ to dine upon the fare we hsid 
brought in our wallet. Unluckily I had not 
thought of wine or water; nekher of [which 
were now to be had tolerably drinkable; fb 
that I was obliged to content myfelf with the 
water of a ciftern full of tadpoles^ and qualify 
it with a large quantity of wine that refembled 
treacle much more than the juice of the grape. 
While I held the pitcher to my lips, I formed 
.a dam with a knife, to prevei>t-the little frogs 
from flipping down my threat. Till that day 
I had had but an imperfed idea of thirft. 
, As foon as we bad recruited our ftrength and 
fpirits, we left the inn, and retired gnidually 
from the fea^ drawing up towards the hills, 
through olive-groves that afforded xus a' very 

welcome 
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welcome fiiade* Fk)ck8 of turtle-doves fkimmed 
acrofn the road; hut, though they frequently 
ihittered near me, I refpeded the virtues af« 
cribed to them by the poets too much to thick 
of Ihooting at them :— young ones are efteemed 
a great dainty. The mode of killing them is 
very fingufar: When the fun is vertical, and 
the Iky clear, a couple of fportfmcn drive into 
the olive grounds in an open chaife, and more 
ilowly, but continually, round the trees, till 
they fpy a dove fitting upon the boughs. . The 
poor bird, ftruck with the unufual fight, or 
giddy with the rotation of the wheels, fixes its 
eyes upon them, and whirls its head round in 
imitation of their motion. When the eye of . 
the turtle is thus fafcinated, one of the fowlers 
flips out of the carriage^ and fires his piece. 
Little ftone bafons full of water are alfo fre- 
quently placed for the doves to drink at, while 
the Ihooter lies in ambufcade behind a bulh. 

At the end of fix miles we rode up to Of- 
tuni, a poor epifcopal city, on a fteep rocky 

C 2 brow. 
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brow, overlooking a whole foreA of olive titet^ 
and a long, range of coaft. In the fourteenth 
century it belonged to the Sanfeverini^ and afters- 
wards to the Zevallas *. 

* On a green before the church of the Capuchin friars 
the duke delle Noci was killed in ilngle combat by the duke 
of Martina in 1664 ; at which time the fury of faihionable 
murder raged with great violence among the j>roud un- 
governable nobles. 

A mod famous duel was fought the fame year between 
Don Francis CaralFa and Don Julius Aquaviva, who, after 
many bootlefs arbitrations, finding themfelves under. a!i 
indifpenfable necefOty of deciding a family quarrel by the 
. fword, fought for a proper place to engage in* No Roman 
Catholic flate would allow of a public duel, becaufe fuch 
combats are anathematized by the ecclefiaflical canons { 
they therefore applied to the Imperial city of Nuremburg, 
and obtained leave to draw regular lifls> and to come to 
a£lion, under the fafeguard of that magiflracy, in prefence 
of the nobility of the country. Don Francis was difabled 
Jby a wound in the arm, and the victory adjudged to his 
antagoniil.— -The doughty knights embraced on the field 
of battle, and returned together very good friends to 
' Naples. Such an adventure as this caft a ridicule upon the 
pradice, and co-operated with the growing eflfeminacy of 
manners in ilifling the fphit of duelling. 

We 
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' We now entered a more agreeable atmof- 
phere, where the heat was tempered by a gentle 
breeze. The appearance pf Oftuni was fo far 
frpm inviting, that I determined to travel ta 
Francavilia that night. The road was ftony, 
and continually up and down hiU> through a 
poor defert country, much covered with thin 
woods of unhealthy ftunted oaks. Thefe hills 
are the fbuth-eaft extrismity of a ridge that runs 
out from thp Apennines, at a point many miles 
to the nprth-eaft of our road ; we never came 
in fight of any mountains. From hence to the 
cape of Santa Maria di Leuca ^ there is npt a 
fingle eminence of any confequ?nce; the whole 
tradt is rather an uneven plain than a hilly 
country. Without rivers, and almoft without 
rivulets, yet, from fotne extraordinary quality 
in the foil, and the vapours of fubterraneou& 

* The ancient Promontorium Salcntinum, which ter- 
minates the peninfula of Japygia, at the tip of the heel of 
the boo^ to which geographers have likened the (hape oC 
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lakes^ this province is ^forprifingly fertile and 
vegetative. The exiftence of underground re* 
fervoirs is proved by the Ihallownefs of the 
wells, and by the pools that appear wherever 
tlTe level is low. All' the rain that falls is 
fwallowed up, before it can reach the fea, by 
large cracks in the rocks, called Voraggini, or 
Abyfles, marked^ down in the maps as lakes* 
In this corner of Italy every geographer, cxcepe 
Zannoni, draws, from the Apennines near 
Venofa to the Capo di Leuca, an uninterrupted 
diagonal chain of lofty mountains, upon whicl* 
is written, Branch of the Apennines. This lino 
is engraved of a fize that would, if it exifted, 
render the communication betv^reen Baran di 
Taranto, as difficult as the paflage of Mount 
Cenis or Sempion in the Alps. Had thefe 
geographers vifited the country they were about 
to delineate, or even enquired of the common 
carriers how they pafs this imaginary cordillera, 
they would foon have been made fenfible of 
their error ; for fo little is the whole trad afore* 

faid 
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iaid raifcd above the level of the fea^ that, 
from the round Knolls of Oria^ a centrical point 
Idctween Taranto and Brindifi^ there are few 
rifings high enough to prevent the eye frotu 
fx>mniaiiding a view as far as the fea in each: 
direftion. Had they attended to the idea cont 
veyed by Virgil, in his defcriptipn of the dif^ 
tant appearance of this peninfula, they might 
have fufpeded fomething of the truth. That 
fenfible poet plainly indicates the Jownefs of the 
Salentine ihores, in the third book of the jEneid^ 
where his Hero relates the voyage fouthward^ 
from that point of Epirus called the Acrocp- 
Taunian rnountains, now Monti della Chimerai 
which are not fi^^ty miles from Otranto : 

Provehimur pelago vicina Ceraunia juxta; 
Unde iter Italiana, curfufque breviffimus undis-^ 

Jamque rubefcebs^t ftcllis Aurora fugatis, 

Cum femel obfcuros collesy bumilemquc videmus 

Italiam *.———. 

* <* We are carried on the waves near the Ceraunian cape» 
1' from which point is the iliorteft pafTage to Itdy. — And 
^} now Aurora bluftiing, after putting thenars to flight; when 
*\ fnddcnly we behold, the ^a>^^^6/y/i ani/^wj^rw of Italy/* 

C4 • CQ.ulci' 



34 JOURNEY TO. TARANTO.^ 

Could they fuppofe fo exadt a dcfcriber would 
have called Italy low^ and fpokcn only of bills y 
lighted up by the rifing fun, if there had been 
any mountains in the Salentine territory^ where, 
from the narrownefs of the land, they muft have 
reached to the very edge of the water? Every^ 
one that knows any thing of the Italian atmof^ 
phere, muft recoiled, that li;^ty miles is not a 
fufficient diftance to hide fuch mountains as the 
Apennines from the fight, if they really did ex- 
tend their branchy fo near to Greece ; and that 
to navigators their tops would be vifible in the 
morning, long before the low country at tbeiif 
feet. 

Towards dulk we left the high lands', and 
traverfing a well-cultivated champaign country, 
'arrived at Francavilla, where, by the Prince's 
orders, I was received and treated with extra- 
ordinary refpcft. 



SECTION 
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IO U G H T to efteem the next day as ohq 
of the moil brilliant of my life ; for I re-; 
ceived honours fufficient to turn the head of a 
plajn Engliih gentleman. As foon as I was dreft, 
an audience was demanded by Don Domenico^ 
the Steward, who having formerly officiated in 

the capacity of Clerk of the Chamber to the 

• > 

Frincefs^ was perfectly qualified for the poft of 
Matter of the Ceremonies. Being admitted ia 
his gala fuit of rpany colours and antique cut^ 
he. exprefled his difappointment on finding he 
had the honou^r of receiving but one Nobile Sig- 
nore inftead of two, as his matter had notified. 
After I had explained the reafon of my friend's, 
abfence, he launched out into pathetic complU 
ments of condolence, and promifed me, that 
the chaplain ihould offer up prayers for his 
fpeedy recovery. And now the Redor of the 

College, 
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College, the Father Guardian of the Capuchins, 
^nd the Magiftrates, entered in great form. 
They firft addreffed me in a fliort, polite fpeech, 
which he uttered with fome embarraffment. My 
introducer of Ambafladors whifpered in my ear, 
that the Rcflor had compofed a very eloquent 
harangue for two illuftrious travellers ; but on 
finding only one, had been obliged to lay it 
afide, as he could not at a minute's warning 
adapt to the Cngular all the figures of rhetoric 
which were addreffed to the dual number. 
What I lofi: in his difcourfe, was made up to me 
by the friar, who, with a nafal tone and many 
bows, bcftowed upon me every poffiblc virtue, 
and ilruck out fuch wild metaphors, as quite 
enchanted his auditors, and almoft threw me off 
my guard. He acquainted the company, that 
1 travelled into foreign parts to collect oil for the 
lamps of fcience in my own country ; that my 
mother wit was the wick, and my eloquence 
the flame,— I was happy to difmifs the orators, 
and was accompanying them to the door, when 

my 
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vaj Mentor Hopped me fhort^ left I fliould make 
too great a coiK:ef£on% 

I was afterwards conduced to the chapel, 
where the town muficians played, and a cloud of 
incenfe darkened the place during the whole 
fervice : after which Don Domenico led me out 

to fee the town ; or rather to be feen ; for we 

* 

bad a mob at our heels all the way, I was 
heartily lick of my glory, and fliould have fled 
from it, had I not been fenfible how great a 
fioiortiiication it would have been to my hofls.. 
. Francavilla is large, and regularly built ; the 
ftreets ^ide and ftraight; the houfes fliewy, 

» 

though in a heavy ftyle of architefl:ure. Since 
the year 1 7x345 when a confiderable part of the 
town was thrown down by an earthquake, thp 
inhabitants are fo afraid of another vifltation, 
that they dare not raife their dwellings more 
than one ftory above the ground-floor. The 
main ftreet would be thought handfome evpn in 
a capital city* The avenues to the gates arc 
well planted, and aiS^rd a pleafant fliade.- The 

inhabitants^ 
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inhabitants^ in number twelve thoufand^ fubfift 
by the fale of oil and cotton^ of which laft the/ 
xn^ke Ycrjr fine ilockings. A great quantity of 
tobacco is raifed in the lordihip^ which^ by a 
compofition entered into with the farmers of 
the revenue^ is allowed to be cured and manu* 
fadured here into a fpeci^js of fnuff, in colour^ 
flavour^ and fof tpefi^ not a bad imitation of the 
Spanifh. 

7he Capuchins have a fpacious convent^ and 
a new churchy airily and fantaftically fitted up 2^ 
the pulpit and confeffionals are of inlaid wopdj 
worked by the hands of a friat* 

The college, direfted by priefts of the Scuo.« 
lepie, is a large edifice, with many handfomet 
halls and galleries. They teagh, as far as phi* 
lofophy inclufiv^ly, about half a dozen boarders, 
and a confiderable number of day-fcholars. 

The principal pa]:iih-ch^rch is new, gay, 
and well lighted; but fo ftuccoed^ feftooned^ 
and flpwery, that the whole decoration is a mere 
chaos* The plan was drawn at |lome, bi^t exr 

ecuted 
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^cutcd by a Puglian archited^ who, from ca- 
price or blunder, revcrfed the difpolition of the 
parts, and opened the chief door at the head 
of the Latin crofs> a place ufually allotted to 
the altar and choir. This alteration is no irh- 
provement in the art, but, on the contrary, an 
experiment produdive of very aukward cffcGtu 
In a fide chapel is a dark portrait of the Ma* 
-donna, which was the caufe of the foundatioti 
•of the town. 

In 13 lo, as Philip of Anjou, Prince of Ta- 
Tanto, was hunting in the forefts, which theti 
covered the face of the country, a flag was 
driven into a grotto, where the huntfmen dif- 
covered this wonder-working image. It was re- 
moved with great folemnity to a chapel ; and, 
in order to encourage people to fettle round it 
for its defence, Philip granted lands' to all 
comers, with ten years exemption from taxes ^ 
and, as a pledge of the fincerity of his inten- 
tions, named the colony Francavilla^ or Free* 
town ; and gave it an olive tree, the emblem of 
peace and fertility, for its armorial feal. 

The 
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The number of thefe devout paintings exCattf 
in the Neapolitan dominions^ and faid by thei^ 
legends to have been accidentally difcovered in 
cairerns^ woods, or wells, need not furprife us, 
if we recoUefl: that the Saracens frequently 
over-ran thefe provinces* On the approach of 
. the Barbarians, it b natural to fuppofe that the 
Greeks, who were undoubtedly the painters of 
fuch portraits, would hide what was moft pre- 
cious to them, and moft obnoiUcious to the in* 
fults of the infidels* The- hiding-places were 
forgotten, either from the long refidence of the 
invaders in the kingdofn, or the deftru&ion of 
thofe who fecreted the holy treafures* 

The Prince's manfion is a quadrangular caftle, 
iunrounded by a dry ditch. The apartments 
are fpacious ; but, as the owner has been abfent 
above fourteen years, every thing wears the face 
of neglect and decadency* 

This and the adjoining manors were purchaf* 
^, about the middle of the fixteenth century, 
by the Imperiali of Genoa, from St. Charles 

Bor- 
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Bom>meo^ archbiihop of Milan ; who, if wd 
tnay believe his biographers, diftributed in one 
• day the .whole purchafe-money to the poor of 
his diocefe, at that time afHided with the joint 
fcourges of peftilence and famine. 

The Marquis of Oria, grandfather to the 
prefcnt proprietor, rcfided conftantly on hi$ 
cftate ; and being an adept in rural oeconomy, 
managed all his concerns himfelf, received his 
rents in kind, and, by hb great fkill in difpofing 
«f his commodities to advantage, made every 
article turn to account. At prefent, very little 
remains unlet ; the rents are paid as the crops 
^re got in and fold, not at ftated days of pay* 
ment. All tythes belong to the Lord of the 
Manor, who is the lay impropriator ; for the 
Church has only its glebe. Many gentlemen 
of a fecondary rank hold their lands of the 
Prince, as under-tenants, by the payment of a 
fixed fine for ^eir invefliture, nearly in the 
fame manner as our copyholders make furreh- 
'jders, and hold eflates by copy of court-roll. 

There 
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There are befides maby owners of latid^ not d^ 
noble degree» who pay the tenth of all theiif 
crops to the Prince. 

. After my walk, I fat down to a pompous re^ 
pad; but as the cook, who was never very 
ikilful in his profeffion^ and had been twenty 
years retired upon half-pay, chofc to exert all 
his abilities on fo grand an occafion, it was 
fcarcely poffible to get down any of his ragouts, 
and out of the reach of all guefiing to name a 
fingle diih. I qould not prevail on Don Dome* 
nico, or any of my company, to partake of the 
feaft ; fo that I fat, like Governor Sancho, fur* 
rounded by all my officers, doftor, ftewardj 

chaplain, and muficians. In one point my cafe 

» 

differed from that of the 'fquire errant ; for the 
phyfician, inftead of conjuring away the plates, 
was very attentive in recommending and prefi'^ 
ing me to cat of every difli, though I obferved 
he durft not ventyre to fix a name upon any one 
of them. 

After 
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After this long and tirefome meal, I was left 
to take my afternoon nap, and in the evening 
entertained with the tragedy of Judith and 
Holofernes, a£ted by the young people of the 
town, in a theatre belonging to the caftle. 
Their rude accent, forced geftures, and ftrangg 
blunders iii language, rendered tljeir difmal 
drama a complete farce. When the heroine 
murdered the general, the whole houfe fhook 
with thundering burfts of applaufe ; the upper 
part of his body was hidden by the fide fcenes ; 
the lower parts lay on a couch upon the ftage, 
and in the agonies of death were thrown into 
fuch convuliions, kickings, and writhings, as 
rnelted the hearts and raviihed the fouls of the 
attentive audience. Judith then came forward, 
and repeated a long monologue, with her fword 
in one hand, and a barber's block, dripping 
with blood, in the other. Never was tragedy- 
queen fent off the ftage with louder or more 
fincere acclamations. * 

Vol. II. D SEC 
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caufe of this renunciation was the Ihamelefs 
condud of his fiftcrs, who, by living in public 
concubinage with the Viceroy and the Nuncio, 
brought difgrace upon their brother. The 
Marquifate now belongs to the Prince of Fr^n- 
cavilla. 

I continued my ride a few miles fouth^ to 
another eftate of the Imperiali, called Cafal- 
nuovo, through an open country, abounding 
with com and cotton, prettily divided by rows 
of olive and almond trees. The cotton was 
juft coming up, with two yawning lobes, cx- 
adly like the cotyledones of the common bean. 
It is of the Ihrubby kind, and, when full grown^ 
refembles the rafpberry plant. The pods of 
cotton are, at top, and, when rip?, burft and 
difclofe a tuft of down, the wings d^fiined to 
convey the feed through the air. The land in- 
tended- for this crop is very neatly dreft, and 
laid down in flat narrow ridges : the Teafon for 

■ 

ploughing, between January and April. The 
cotton is then fowQ ; and» as foon as the fhoots^ 

D a appear. 
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appear, the field is hoed, and weeded with ai 
fmali mattock. After a crop of cotton, it is 
ufual to take one of wheat, then one of barley 
or oats ; afterwards the land is fufiered to lie 
fallow, or is ufed as a paflure for iheep during 
twelve months, and the enfuing year it is again 
fit for cotton. Thefe grounds are tilled in 
partncrfliip : the proprietor ploughs it the firft 
time ; the tenant gives it four fubfequent 
ploughings, and furniflies feed ; the expence of. 
the harveft is borne equally by both, and the 
profits halved between them. Hoers cam a 
carlino a day ; and a good ploughman four car- . 
lint, or five grana and his victuals. 

Cafalnuovo i$ a confiderable towh^ without 
any buildings of note, except a large baronial 
manfion in the centre, begun by the late Mar- 
quis, and left unfinifhed at his death. The 
fuite of apartments is grand ; but the fituation 
uncomfortable, without garden or profpeft. He 
chofe to remove to this place, becaufe the 
rocky foil affords a folid /oundation for a houfe, 

and 
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and the air is remarkably wholefome ; whereas 
Francavilla is the very reverfe, being^built on a 
marihy^ unfound foil^ where it is even difficult 
to find a bottom^ and all the water has a 
brackiih tafte. 

This town contains about four thoufand in- 
habitants, noted for nothing but their tafte for 
dog*s fleih ; in which they have no competitors 
that I know of, except their neighbours at 
Lecce, and the newly'difcovered Voluptuaries 
of Otaheire. We did not fee one animal of the 
canine fpecies in the ftreets ; and woe be to th« 
.poor cur that follows its mafter into this can* 
nibal fettlement! I could not prevail upon 
' my conduftor to own whether they had any 
flocks of puppies, as of iheep ; or took any 
painsj by caftration or particular food, to fatten 
and fweeten the dainty before they brought it 
to the ihambles. I have fince procured fome 
information on the fubjedl from impartial per- 
fons, and find that the people of this neigh* 
bourhood are looked upon by the reft of the 

D 3 king- 
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kingdom as dog-eaters ; and that it is certain 
that, both at Lecc& and Cafalnuovo, many of 
the lower fort relifli a flice of a well-fed cur •• 
At both places tanners kidnap dogs, and tan 
their hides into an imitation of Turkey leather, 
with which they fupply the gentlemen of the 
neighbouring cities, who^are nice in their flip- 
pers. This demand for falfe Morocco occafions 
the flaughter of many dogs, and no doubt the 
tuftom of eating their fiefii began among the 
needy tanners: hunger and experience have 
taught their countrymen to confidcr the dif- 
covery as a very beneficial one. At Bari and 
Francavilla, horfe-flefli.is faid to be publicly 
fold in^tbe market: and the tail left on, to 

* " At Cafalnuovo we had a confirmation of what you 
•* mention concerning the inhabitants of that village eating 
•* dog's flefli ; for one of our guards had a dog with him, 
*' which was immediately flolen ; and when I miffed and 
•' enquired for the dog the next day, the guard ttold mc, 
** that thofe curled dog eaters had got him. At Galjipoli 
" I was affured that there was no doubt of the fa£^i* 
Extradt of a letter from Sir W, Hamilton, 1789. 

fliew 
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Oiew the wretched purchafers what beaft tbf 
ipeat belonged to. The wits among the popu- 
lace nickname thefe Ihamble borfes Capria fer^ 
rato, i. e. a fliod Deer. 

The Bailiff of the Manor informq^ me, that 
it contained fix convents of men and two of 
women ; and that the Belles Lettres fiourilhed 
e:j^traordinarily ; for, befidcs himfelf, he could 
reckon up twelve men of great learning in the 
place, who formed an academy ; viz. two doc- 
tors of pbyfip, two apothecaries, and eight men 
pf the law, A tremendous junto for the poor 
Dog- eaters ! There is neither trade nor manu«» 
faftures here ; the fruits of the earth are con- 
fumed on the fpot : if any remain above the 
confumption, they are fent to Taranto for fale.. 

On this fite (tood Manduria, a. city of the 
*Taren tines, deftroyecj by Fabius Ma^cifnus in 
the fecond Funic war. Its 'coin$ are faid to 
hay? b?en dug up lately, but I never faw any ; 
traces of the old name exift in fome fields called 
II Campo Mandurino, and in a chapel dedicated 

D 4 to 
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to St. Pietro Mandurino. The Cafalnuovians 
being defirous of refuming the original appel- 
liation^ have lately petitioned the King for leave 
to quit the name of Cafalnuovo, and to take 
that of Marxduria in all public deeds. 

At a fmall diftance from the town, the old 
walls are very difcernible, raifed feveral feet 
above the ground ; they are double,/ except on 
the fouth fide, where the fortifications appear 
to have been left incomplete. The outer wall 
and its ditch meafure eight yards in breadth ; 
behind this bulwark is a broad ftreet, and then 
an inner wall, which together meafure fourteen 
yards. The ftones are oblong, laid in courfes 
without mortar, and cut out of the ditch ; the 
rocky ftratum, which comes to the furface with 
very little covering of mould, is a concretion 
of fea-fand and Ihells : thefe cxuvise of nvirine 
bodies, when detorhpofed by the adion of the 
atmofphere, are converted into a moft- fertile 
foil. It is truly wonderful that fuch fruitfulnefs 
fliould exift in a country to all outward appear- 
ance as deftitute of water as Arabia Petrasa. . 
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The greateft curiofity here :is- a . well, mexi'* 
tioned by Pliny in his fecond Book *• , In a fiel4 
within the ancient inclofure, we defcended.fe- 
vcral fteps into a large circular cavern, lighted 
from above by a fpacious aperture ; the water 
comes from the north-weft> and may be heard 
very diftinftly under the rock; it iffues out 
with force, and after running along a fliort 
channel, lofes itfelf in a round bafon by fom^ 
fubterraneous conduits. What excites the ad- 
miration of the neighbours, as it did that of 
their forefathers, is, that at no time the water 
ever rifes or f^Us above a certain mark ; if you ^ 
throw in as much rubbilh as will fill it half-way 
up, this acceffion will neverthelefs have no ef- ' 
ftSt upon the level ; even ihould you heap up 
the dirt above the mark, the water will not rife, 
but remain totally hidden ; clear away the mud 
to the bottom, you will come to a hard fmooth 
floor, without any figns of a chafni for the water 

* Juxta oppidum Manduriam lacus ad margines plenus, 

r 

neque exhauflis aquis minuitur, ncquc infufis augetur. 

to 
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to run off by. As too much curiofity, if in- 
dulged in examining the conftrudUon of this 
well, might endanger the lofs of the only fup« 
ply of good drinking-water in the townlhip, all 
experiments and removals are ftridlly forbidden. 
The rock is of a very porous nature, and the 
water carried off by a quick filtration : as the 
ftream is no doubt formed by the overflowings 
of fome underground lake or river comiag from 
the vaft refervoirs in the boforn of the Apen- 
nines, and has other paffages for its difqhargc, 
the well is probably filled with the back-water 
only, and therefore the dirt thrown in muft of 
courfe prevent the water from entering the 
bafon*. 

• * Thcfe cftates have fince cfcbeatcd tatbe Crown, by 
' the death of Michael linperiali, Prince of Francavilla, 
without heirs. No collateral heir beyond the third degree 
of confanguinity is capable of inheriting a fief 19 the 
kingdom of Naples. ^ 
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( 43 ) 



TARANTO, aad its ENVIRONS. 



SECTION XXIX. 



Miy "IT LEFT Francavilla, efc'orted by 
^ ' J -M. four well-mounted and well-armed 
guards in the Prince's pay. Every great Ba- 
ron * keeps a certain number of trufly deter- 
mined fellows to prote^ his vaflals, convoy his 
rents, and prevent depredations on his game and 
forefts ; they travel by the fide of his coach to 
(defend hi$ pe^fo^ and baggage; but as 1 was 

^ Our old Englifii Barons had their Rod-knights or 
Radmen, who held lands of them on the condition of at- 
tending their perfons in their travels, and going where- 
foevev they pleafed to ie^d th^,/ 

under 
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under no apprehenfion of an attack^ I difmifled 
thefe attendants as foon as pofiible ; and fending 
the fervants on to Taranto to prepare my re- 
ception, fauntered Howly after them, that I 
might enjoy the pure morning-breeze, and ex- 
amine the country. Near Francavilla the foil is 
deep, and cultivated with fome degree of neat- 
nefs; but I faw neither fpring nor rivulet. 
Thefe farms are bounded by extenfive waftes, 
where the rocks are fcantily covered with a 
moffy fwarth. At Le Grottaglie, a large vil- 
lage belonging to Cicinelli Prince of Curfi, I 
arrived at the end of the high plain of Oria, 
and by a fteep defcent entered the low one of 
Taranto; the feparation is not gradual, but 
fuddenly made by a barrier of perpendicular 
rocks, that run from the mountains quite acrofs 
to the gulf. Le Grottaglie owes its origin to 
a concourfe of inhabitants from many towns 
and villages laid in alhes by the Saracens; 
finding no other place of fafety, the fugitives 
took refuge in thefe grottos and caverns, and 

by 
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by degrees recovering from their difmay, ven- 
tured out and built dwellings above-ground. 
By one of thofe monftrous contradidlions, of 
which the feudal fyftem of Naples affords many 
examples^ the criminal jurifdiftion of this lord* 
flifp appertains to the Archbifhop of Taranto, 

. while the civil is . vefted in its Prince. The 
people of this town are faid to underftand the 

• bufinefs of a fliepherd better than any of their 
neighbours, among whom their cream- cheefes 
are in great repute. The country abounds in 
corn and wine ; but of late years they have 
treated their vines with fo little care, that the 
wine is quite fallen in the public efteem. They 
make pottery-ware of a red colour, like that of 
the antique cups ; but they fail in the art of 
.tenipejing the clay, nor can they attain the 
fame degree of iightnefs and tranfparency. After 
riding through a fine tradt of orchards, I came 
in fight of the Mare Piccplo, or Little Sea, be- 
yond which rifes the city of Taranto : the banks 
that inciofe the bay are fo gently floped off as 

to 
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to create no very flriking effedl ; there is a 
jtamenefs in the profpeft not unlike the inlipi- 
dity of the artificial lakes and elegant fwells in 
our falhionable gardens in England, totally dif- 
ferent from the bold beauties of Italian 
landfcape. The country leading down to its 
verge is wild, but agreeable j a-fliallow foil and 
mofly turf, covered in many places with tufts 
of aromatic ihrubs, and clumps of Carob trees 
that appear to be indigenous. Through this 
heath runs the Cervaro, a fmall brook of 
whitilh water, that falls into the bay at the 
north-eaft corner, believed by fome authors to 
be the Galefus, becaufe it correfponds with the 
diftance of five miles from Taranto affigned by 
Polybius: an additional proof might be al- 
ledged in the epithet whitCy given to tijp Ga- 
lefus by Martial, as agreeing with the prefent 
flate of the rivulet, the waters of which are 
ftrongly tinged with the chalky or marly par- 
ticles of the foil it runs over : this foapy qua- 
lity may be fuppofed to have rendered them 

pecu- 
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peculiarly efficacious in purifying and bleaching 
the fleeces that were waflied in them. When 
Virgil applied the diftindive^erm iftger ^ to 
this ftream, he is thought to have alluded to 
the thick puie-groves that then Ihaded its banks. 
Propertius, by the following lines addrelTed to 
the Mantuan bard, 

Tu canis umbrofi fubter pineta Galeii 
Thyrfin ct attritis Daphnin anindinibas f, 

feems to infinuate, that Virgil compofed his. 

Eclogues at Tarentum, or in fome neighbour- 
', ing villa : perhaps the fame, where he fays, he 

took leflbns of agriculture from Corycius the 

lUyrian pirate, tranfported ty Pompey to thefc 

vallies. 

Naihque fub Oeballo? memlni me turribus altis^ 
Qua niger humeftat flayentia culta Galcfus 
Corycium vidiile fenem X* 

* Some commentators read Piger, 

f Thou fingell, under the pine-groves of ihady Galefui^ 
the loves of Thyriis and Daphnis on thy fmooth reeds. 

X For I remember to have feen the aged Coiycius near 
the lofty towers of iBbalia, where dark Galefus wafers the 
yellow fields. 

Whilft 
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Whilft I was combining the foregoing cir- 
' cumflances in my mind^ and endeavouring to 
fatisfy myfelf that I was then adually Handing 
on the banks of fo celebrated a river^ an aged 
Ihepherd came up with his jflock, and freely 
entered into converfation : I was glad of an 
opportunity of learning fome particulars con- 
cerning the Tarentine flieep, and the commonly 
received opinion that no white ones wopld now 
live in thefe paftures, becaufe they foon would 
poifon themfelves with the leaves of the fumolo (a 
Ipecies oihyperieum crifpum, or St. John's wort 
of LinnsBUs's polyadejphia poly anuria J y though 
black flieep may browze upon it with fafety ; ,for 
this reafon^ it is faid^ no white flieep are to be 
feen in the flocks, and no wool but of a black or 
dark brown colour. The old rfian fmiled at my 
queftions, and pointing to many white ewes in his 
flock, anfwered, that it was not in confequence 
of its colour, but of its fpecies, that the animal 
fuffered from thofe noxipus herbs; the pecore 
gentiliy or delicate race of flieep, are fo much 

more 






T X^H A N TO. 4>* 

more iialilc to perifh by thefe and other acci- ' 
dents, than the pecore md/ciel or carfagne^ a 
wilder and coarfer breeds that the former kind 
is almoU'deftroycd. 

To explain this matter fatisfaftorily, it is 
neceflary I ihould enlarge upon the fubj^dt, and 
re-capitulate what we read of the flocks of the 
ancient Tarcntines ; the attempts made in latter 
times to revive the credit of the Puglian wool, 
with the caufes which have defeated the inten- 
tion, and rendered the fcheme abortive. Co- 
lumella informs us, that the Tarentines croiied 
their delicate breed with fierce foreign rams of 
a beautiful ta^^ny colour, and that the fleece of 
their lambs had the flirong glofly hue of the 
fire, with the downy filknefs of the dam. To 
kicreafe this luftre and foftnefs, they ufed to 
buckle round the flieep a fore of leathern coat, 
M^hich they took off occaCohally, left the beaft 
fliould fufler from exceflive heat : then bathed 
and foaked the wool in wine and oil, till it was 
quite faturated with therich fomentation. Beforo 
Vol. 1L E ihcariog- 
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fhearing-timei the iheep iMOpe irtffiied in the 
GalefuSip md zt all feafons penned up ia-dean 
foidsi and kept free from filth ; they were never 
led out to feed till the fun had dried up the 
dtWj as the fpirting of the drops from the grafs 
was apt to give them fore eyes. This procefs, 
and the filence of the ancients concerning any 
particular whitenefs in the wool of Tarentum, 
prove how much Sannazar, and other moderns^ 
have confounded times and ideas^ in praifing it 
merely for its milky hue. The darknefs of co- 
lour was by no means a hindrance to the imbibi* 
tion of a deep purple dye^ which was, the tint 
moft efteemed by the Tarentines. 

After the fall of Rome^ a long train of wars^ 
and devaftation deprived this country of all its 
acquired advantages^ and even operated fo dire* 
fully upon its climate and produ&ions^ as to vi« 
tiate thofe it held of the bounty of nature. 
When the manufa&urers as well as manufadtures 
were deftroyed, the prime commodities of 
courfe loft their value^ and it ceafed to be worth 

the 
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Vhc Ihepherd's wtile, even had the mcer arts of 
ibis calling been handed down to bim^ to take 
any pains in preferving a purity of bloody or 
delicacy of covering in his breed of iheep ; thofe 
perfections had no longer any admirers or chap^ 
men^ smd confequently the race very foon dege- 
nerated« 

Frederick of Suabia took feme fieps towards 
retrieving this branch of traffick ; but the mif* 
fortunes of his family rendered all thofe projeds 
vifionary. The introdu&ion of filkworms from 
the Eaft by King Roger^ proved a fatal check 
to the demand for fine wool ; and the heavy 
load of taxes impofed upon this commodity by 
the Angevine Princes, after they had loft Sicily^ 
completed the deftrudion of the finer breed. 
00 account of their tender conftitution^ they 
required erpenfive houfing and conftant atten- 
dance to make them turn to profit ; and there- 
fore the Fuglian ihepherds^ being from indi- 
gence unable to procure fuch conveniences^ 
abandoned Uic delicate race^ and attached them- 

£ z felves 
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fclvcs to Si rougher variety, Which ire generally 
black or brown, hardy, and able to feed with 
impunity on mafiy plants and fpecies of grafs 
that blind and weaken, if not poifon, the pe- 
cere gentili. 

^ The breed was fo debafed in the fifteenth 
century, and the farmers reduced to fuch mi« 
fery, that Joan the Second chofe rather to remit 
the taxes laid upon wool by her brother, th^n 
attempt any method of ameliojration, for which 
ihe wanted both ikill and fieadinefs. 
• Alphonfus the^ Firft, who had greater vicwsi 
and was bled with more p^ace and leifure than 
his predeceffor, refolved to procure for his Nca* 
politan dominions' fome of the fubfiantial ad^^ 
vantages which hts kingdom of Aragon had ex^ 
perienced fropi an improved breed of iheep, 
fent as a prefent to one of his anceftors from a 
King of England. To obtain this end; he 
caufed a proper number of ewes^ and rams^ 
the progeny of thofe Engliih iheep, tb be 
tranfported into Fuglta. Ferdinand the Firfi^ 

. V. ambitious 
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imbittous of fupporting his father^s fyftem^ en« 
couraged jthe woollen manufafturc, by inviting 
workmen from all foreign parts where that trade 
flouriflied : but the duties imp^fed by thefe two 
Kings produced ultimately very pernicious effcds ; 
for they lay heavy upon the poorer, clafs of farn 
mers, and the fale of wool was not fufficient to 
indemnify them for lofles fuftained by bad years 
and accidents. Thp oppreffions of needy and 
ignorant Viceroys, who were obliged to anti- 
cipate and mortgage every revenue to fupply the 
continual demands of the Spaniih miniftry, in^ 
icreafed the evil to fuch a height, that at laft 
the white breed was entirely forfaken, and at 
tl^s day the number of pecore gentili is ex- 
tremely inconfiderable within the diftrid qf Ta- 
ranto. Very little nicety is now obferved < in 
the choice of rams, or in proper crolies, by 
which means the wool is not fo fine as it might 
be, though it be ftill of a good quality. Better 
management and employment of the raw ma- 
' terials at home, might create an inexhauftible 

E 3 fund 
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fund of wealth for the {late* The flelh €f thd 
pecore geniili is more flabby, ftringy, taftclcfs, 
and therefore cheaper, than that of the mofcia i 
and there is a penalty upon any butcher that 
fliall pafs off the n^utton of th? former for tha^t 
of the latter. 



SECTION XXX. 

SOON after I left the ihepherd, I palTed 
near fome rubbilh which antiquaries call 
a remnant of the walj of the Japygians. It 
was forty miles long, an4 ereded by that an- 
cient people from fea to fea, in order to divide 
their territories from thpfe of the Meffapians. 
I nea;t reached a delicious vale, called Le Ci- 
trez2^e *, where a ftream^ rifes in a bafon about 

three 

* The-Tarcntines call this the Gakfus; D*Anvillc.and 
Zannoni give that n^mc to a river that <Jifcharge8 itfelf 
into the Mare Grand. The fpring of the CitrezjBC is 

deep. 
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tfirec hundred yards from the feat The waters 
occa6on a perpetual verdure iti the meadows, 
and groves of aged olive-trees defend them from 
the fcorching ray, and from all winds but the 
foft zephyrs that t)lay upon the furface of the 
Mare Piccolo. I alighted to enjoy the charms 
of this fweet fequeftered fpot ; and while my 
eyes ranged over the beautiful landfcape, fuf- 
fered my imagination to wander into a chain of 
melancholy reflexions on the general viciffitudes 
in the fate of empires, and on the defiiny of 
Taranto in particular. All was then flill in that 
port, where thetrading veflcls of half the world 
rendezvoufcd. Oac fingle fifhing boat difturbecii 
the bipfom of thofe waters, where the mighty 

deepf and therefore ai^fwers Virgil's epithet of blaclf. 
The very little extent of its courfe correfponds with the 
ancient opinion of its being the fhorteft of all rivers; bii^ 
fiiil I cannot underftand how ib trifling a rill cojuld b^ 
deemed a river, and be called Eurotas by the l^arthenii 
from its refemblaace to the riverof Lacedemon,; or how 
numerous f)ock3 could, wander on i(s banks, aAd,be wafhed . 
j^ its wateiSt 

E 4 navy 
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navy of Cartbage once difplaycd its flag. Of 
^11 the temples^ gymnafia, theatres, and other 
monuments of glory and opulence, not fo much 
as a fingle column rifes upon the hill where 
Tarentum once flood : the paltry buildings 
of Tome mean convents^ inhaljited by the mott 
infignificant of friars^ mark its ancient iituation ; 
while the modern city, crowded into a narrow 
iiland) holds the place of the old citadel, and 
ilill refem^les a fortrefs more than an emporium 
of trade. But, in defpite of this change in its 
fortunes, the appearance of T^ranto is replete 
with wonderful beauties. At my feet, the 
Mare Piccolo rolled its gentle waves, ftretching (^ 
from eaft to weft, in the fliape of an oval lak^, 
divided into two unequal bays by a narrow pro- 
montory 5* olive-woods clothe the fore-ground on 
both fides, and the oppofite hills appear rich in 
orchards and corn-fields. Over the city, the 
Mare Grande, or outer port, fome ihips at an- 
chor, iilands, capes ; and behind, all the blue 
mountains of Bafilicata complete the profpeA. 

A long 
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A long bridge of feven arches joins the city to 
*the continent on the north fide ; through them 
^the tide flows with great impetuofity, and no- 
thing now but fmall boats can be admitted hy^ 
this paiTage^ which was formerly the entrance 
of the harbour. But even in the time of the 
Romans^ I think it evident from what Appian 
lays, that there were drawbridges, by whicb 
the garrifon of the citadel preferved a com- 
mand over the veflels in port. Had the mouth 
been quite free, the Tarentinc fleet in the fe- 
cond Punic war could not have been fo com- 
pletely blocked up, 4is to render all attempts 
to break through utterly fruitlefs. At each 
arch is fixed a frame for hanging nets to intetw 
cept filh as they run up into the little fea with 
the flow, or fall back with the ebb; and upon 
this bridge is carried the aquedudt that fupplies 
the town with water, 

Tolita King of the Goths is faid to have Been 
the firftthat eredked an aqueduft on this north 
fide : others attribute it to the Emperor Nice- 

phorus. 
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phorus. It vras buik in the prefent form and 
dire&ioD in 1543. The fources lie twelve miles 
dtftant from Taranta m the mountains of Mar-, 
tina, where many grooves and cuts in the heart 
of the rock colled the ftraggling rills and fil- 
trations, and bring them together at a fpot 
called Valdenza ; from thence the waters run 
to Triglio, where they fall into immenfe refer- 
Toirs, and thep pais under ground to the deep 
cifterns at Tremiti. At La FoUia they rife to 
day, and keep an open courfe for feven miles, 
till they enter an arcade of two hundred and 
three arches in very bad repair, overgrown with 
ivyi and oozing at every joint: the water h 
conveyed through hollow ftones, each of which 
has a fpout that ii(;s into the next. 

The ihape of Taranto has been likened ta 
that of a. ihip; of^ which the caftle at the eaft 
end reprefents the ftern, the great church the 
mad, the tower of Ray mund Oriini the bow- 
fprit, and the bridge the cable. It ftands upon 
the fiite of the ancient fortrefs, bxit I believc> 
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occupies rather more room : — it was formerly 
joined to the continent by a narrow neck of 
fand, which occafioned William of Puglia to fay^ 
That Tarentum would be an ifland^ but for a 
fmall rifing ground. 

Infula mox fieret modlcus ni collis adellet* 

4 

Ferdinand the Firft, being apprehenfive of an 
attack from the Turks^ ordered the iftbmus to 
be cut through^ and the fisa to be let in. Philip 
the Second caufed the paflage to be widened 
^nd deepened (o as to admit veilels ; but it was 
afterwards choked up with fand and filth, and^ 
by the ftagnation of its waters, became a great 
nuifance. The air of Taranto was grievoufty 
afieded by it till 1755* when it was agaiix 
cleared out by the King^s direftions. The 
(breets are remarkably dirty and narrow, efpe*- 
•cially the Marina, which runs along the Mare 
piccolo, iind is, without difpute, the moil dif« 
guftful habitation of human bieings in Europe, 
except^ perhaps, th^ Jewiih^ Ghetto a^ Rome. 

The 
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The only tolerable ftreet is a terrace above tho 
ileep rocks that hang over the Mare Graude> 
and prevent all accefs on that quarter^ The ca« 
xhedral^ dedicated / to Saint Cataldus, whom 
the Legend calls a native of Raphoe in Ireland, 
has little merit : it is a melancholy confideration, 
that the chapel of the patron has been decorated 
at the expence of almoft every monument of 
the ancient city. The granite columns, takcR 
from its ruinated fanes, are aukwardly crowded 
under the ill-proportioned roof of this church. 
The fquare near the bridge^is the only opening of 
any extent, and the general refort of the citizens 
in fummer, when they fit round the fountain- to 
enjoy the foft evening breeze, and refreih them« 
felves with the fanning of the balmy ain But 
modern Taranto cannot boaft of that degree of 
falubrity at all feafons^ which rendered the an* 
cient city the delight of voluptuaries and va* 
letudinarians. A failure of cultivation, and 
of attention towards keeping the paflages for 
water free, caufes fome degree of malignity in 

its 
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its climate during the hot months ; but there 
is great reafon to hope thefe inconveniencies will 
be remove^ by the patriotic and judicious en- 
deavours of the prefent Archbiihop Monfignor 
Jofeph Capecelatro^ who has abandoned the road 
that leads to the purple, and other objefls of 
ccclcfiaftical ambition^ in order to devote his life 
and talents to the welfare of his flock, ^and the 
improvement of his native country, 

I was lodged at the Celefline convent, a i^at 
houfe, built upon the ruins of a temple. The 
Prior received me with great politenefs, and at 
fupper treated mc with the moll varied fervice 
pf Iheil-filh I-ever fat down to. There were no 
lefs than fifteen forts, all extremely fat and fa- 
voury ; efpecially a fmall fpecies of mufcle, the 
Ihiell of which is covered with a velvet Ihag, 
and both infide and outfide is tinged with the 
richeft violet colour. I tailed of all, and ate 
plentifully of feveral forts, without experiencing 
the leaft difficulty in the digeftion, 

SEC- 
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SECTION XXXI. 



TH E day no fooncr ajipeared ftan my im* 
patience hurried me out of the Porta di 
Lecce to examine the ruins of Tarentum^ a 
city fo often the fubjeft of my moft favourite 
reading, and fo truly interefting by its glory 
and misfortunes* Not to leave any part unob* 
ferved for want of method, I direded my fteps 
along the fliore of the Mare Grande, which 
gradually draws off to the fouth, towards Cape 
San Vito. The flight remains of an amphitheatre 
did not detain me long, as the optu reticulatum 
proved it to be Roman work ; and at that mo* 
ment my enthufiafm was all diredted towards 
monuments raifed by the Tarentines, while they 
were a free Grecian ftate, not thofe they eredted 
in fervile compliance with the^ fanguinary tafte 
of their conquerors. In vain did I run over 
fields and gardens, and examine with nice at- 
tention 
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tention eVery ftone that had any thing of the tc^ 
Aerable appearance of antique worknoan&ip | 
to my utter aftonifliment, not a lingle ruin oc^ 
curred, fcarce ia mark was left that luch a city 
ever exifted on the fpot ! Never was a place 
more completely fwept off the face x>f the eartk 
than Tarentum. Its fplendid annals need be as 
well authenticated as they are by hiftoria&s^ 
who had ocular or at leall circuitiftantial evi-' 
dence of its exiftence^ fof us to believe that ^ 
rival of Rome once raifed her proud towers^ 
and arrayed her numerous armies, along thefe 
now lonefome hills. About two miles and % 
half from the gate, I difcoyered veftiges of 
aquedud:s, and had fome reafon to think I bad 
found the point where the city-wall made a 
returning angles and crofled the iflhmus in fl 

« 

north-weft diredion, in order to join the Mare 
Piccolo, leaving an inclofure within, of the 
form of an equilateral triangle. But, ai^ event 
ruins were wanting to affift me an nny fearch, it 
was impoffible for me to determine the extent 

with 
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' with any degree of certainty. The hints given ' 
in the writings of ancient hifiorians are too 

" vague to lead us witli any precifion to the true 
topography of the place. 

I returned to town by the banks of the 
Mare Piccolo, a pleafant walk, and mod: de- 
lightful view. 

Near the Alcanterine convent is a fmall bit* 
lock, wholly formed of the fliells of fifh em- 
ployed by the ancients in the compofition of 
their celebrated purple dye ; and not far from 
it are the remains of fome refervoirs and con- 
duits appertaining to the works. My readers 
may not be forry to meet with a defcription of 
the teftaceous 6ihes that furnilhed the precious 
ingredient/ and of the methods ufed in extract- 
ing and preparing it, taken, from the accounts 
extant in this claffic authors, and the diflerta«^ 
tions of xnodern naturalifts. 

Purple was procured from two forts of fliell- 
filh, the Murex wd the Purpura, both be^ 

longing 
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Jenging to the Teftacca, or third genus of Lin- 
Qasus's iixth clafs. 

From the former a dark blue colour was ob* 
tained ; the latter gave a brighter tint, ap- 
proaching to fcarlet. The body of the animals 
that inliabit thefe fhells, coniiils of three parts. 
The lowefty containing the bbwels, remains 
fixed in the twilled fcrew at the bottom, for 
the purpofe of performing the digeftive func- 
tions : it is fleihy) and tinged with the colour 
of its food. : The middle diviiion is of a callous 
fubdance^ and full of liquor^ which^ if let out 
of its bag, will fiain the whole animal and its 
habitation. The third and upper part is made 
up of the' members neceffary for procuring food^ 
and perpetuating the race. The Murex gene- 
rally remains faftened to rocks and ftones. The 
Purpura, being a fifh of prey, is by nature a 
rover, and one of the moft voracious inhabi- 
tants of the deep. The proper feafon for 
dragging for this ihell-fi(h was in autumn and 
winter. To come at the liquor, the fliell was 

Vol. II. F broken 
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broken with one fmart blow^ and the poudi 
clxtrafted, with the greateft nicety, by means 
of a hook. If the ihells were of a fmall fize, 
they were thrown by heaps into a mill, and 
pounded; 

The veins being laid in a ciftern, fait was 
firewed over them, to caufe them to purge and 
ketp fweet, in the proportion of twenty ounces 
of fait to a hundred pounds of fifti. They were 
thus macerated for three days ; after which the 
mucilage was drawn off into a leaden caul- 
dron, in order that the colours, by being heated 
therein, might acquire additional luftre and vi- 
vacity, as all marine acids do by a mixture with 
that metal. To keep the veffel from melting, 
eighteen pounds of water were added to a hun- 
dred and fifty pounds oi purple, and the heat ^ 
given horizontally to the kettle, by rticans of 
a flue brought from a furnace. By this procefs, 
the flefhy particles were caxried off, and the li» 
quor left pure, after about ten days fettling. 

The 
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I'he dye was tried by dipping locks of wool 
' ih it, till they had imbibed a dark blue co- 
lour. As the colour of the Murex would ndt 
ftand alone, the dyers always mixe4 a propor- 
tion of Purpura juice with it. They fteeped . 
the wool for five hours ; then ihook, dried, and 
carded it ; dipped it again and again, till it was 
faturated with the dye. The proportion requi- 
fite for ftaining fifty pounds of wool with the 
fined deep amethyft colour, were twenty pounds 
bf Murex to a hundred and ten of Purpura. To 
produce the Tyrian purple, which refembled 
the colour of congealed blood, it was neceflary 
firft to fteep the wool in pure unboiled Purpura 
juice, and then let it lie and fimmcr with that of 
rthe MureXk By different mixtures of thofe two 
dyes, varieties were obtained, according to the 
changes of fafhion, which ran into violet till the 
reign of Auguftus, when it inclined to the Ta* 
rentine fcarlet ; aild this foon after made way 
for the Diabafa Tyria, the moft extravagantly 
dear of all the tints. We read of fleeces being 

F 2 dyed 
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dyed upon the backs of the flieep ; but remain 
in the dark as to the method and advantages of 
that procefs* 

The Greeks^ who were never at a lofs for an 
ingenious fable to cover their ignorance of ori- 
gins and caufes, attributed the difcbvery of 
purple to the dog of Hercules, which, in a 
range along the ihore, ,met with a fliell-fifli, 
and greedily cruftied it between its teeth. In- 
ftantly an indelible purple ftained its muzzle, 
and by this accident fuggefted the firft idea af 
dying cloth* The art was moft undoubtedly 
pradlifed in times of very remote antiquity. 
Mofes and Homer mention compound colours : 
the wife of Alcinous is defcribed ^as fpinning 

s 

wool tinged with marine purple. 

Below the ruins of thefe refervoirs, the ftore 
is thickly ftrewed with fragments of Etrufcan 
vafes, fimilar in colour and defign to thofe 
depofited in fhe cabinets of the curious. Ciofe 
by this place, the beach is covered with bits 

of plain red ones. A little nearer the city is tlw 

Argentaria, 
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^rgentami a bank fo called from a tradition 
of the gold and filver fmiths jbaving had their 
^pps^here. It fiill deferves the name> from a 
nun^ber of medals, rings^ chains^ and other 
tfinkets, that ar§ cpnftantly dug Q\it of it. 
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ID E V O T E D the afternoon to a water 
party, taking with me one of the oldeft and 
moft intelligent of the Tarentine fifhermen, to 
fliew me the fifhing and fpawning places, and 
explain the different feafons and methods of 
catching fifli. We took boat, and rowed up 
the foutherh Ihore of the Mare Piccolo, with 
an intention of meafuring the whole circum- 
ference, -which Strabo fixes at one hundred 
ftadia, or twelve Englifli miles' and a half. Ac- 
cording to my calculation, the circuit of the 
weftern part is not more than half as great asi 
that of the eaftem one ; and both together, by 

F 3 a rough 
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a rough eftimate, are about*fixtcen miles/ Thiai 
increafe may be accounted for by the deftruc^ 
tion of all the parapets and walls of the oW city, 
the wearing away of the banks, and ov<?rflowr 
ing of the low grounds. A tide is very per- 
ceptible, especially when the moon changes, an4 
ftill more fo at the folftices and equinoxes ; but 
very feebly in comparifpn of the tides in the 
ocean : however, it ferves to keep the waters of 
this land-locked bay fweet, and to brbg in car 
yavans of filh, that fatten and breed in its quiet 
pools. When the Scirocco blows hard, the 
waves are driven up with great violence, ancj 
navigation becomes perilous for fipall Veffels. 

The firft obje^s of my curiofity were thQ. 
beds of Coz^enere, or mufcles, the greateft^4 
ixioft conftant fupply of the market. Their 
(pawn is drppt in the mud. About th.e twenty-? 
firft of March, Uttle mufcles begin to rife upj| 
and cling to long flakes driven by the filher- 
jnen into the water under the city wall, and ii\ 
lb? caftle d^tcbt Thcr^ th^y thrive and grow. 
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lA dill waterj while the waihings of the flreets 
fupply thetn with rich and copious nutriment. 
In Augult they are as big as almonds, and are 
then drawn up with the poles, and fown on the 
oppofite fide of the Marc Piccolo, among the 
frelh- water fprings. 

About the middle of Odober they are again 
dragged up, feparated, and fcattered over a 
larger fpace. In fpring, they are brought to 
market, long before they arrive at their full 
growtht This hafte. proceeds from the avidity 
of the officers of the revenue, who receive a 
duty of four carlini a cantaro for them, whether 
old or.youag. 

When a long continuance of heavy rains 
fw^Us the little ftreams that difcharge themfelvcs 
into this gulf, the waters become muddy, and 
thefe filh are then obferved to grow dillemper- 
cd, rotten, and unwholefome. The caufe oF 
this malady U^s in the noxious fragments of 
animals, putrid vegetables, oily, bituminous, 
i^nd fulphureoiis particles, waflied from the 

F 4 earth 
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earth by the Ihowers. They cut the tender 
fibres or fingers which the filh ftretches out, 
miftaking them for wbolefome food. The 
wounded parts fefter, and poifon the whole 
body. It is an obfervation made bere^ and coo^' 
firmed by long experience, that all the tefta- 
ceous tribe is fuller, fatter, and more delicate, 
during the new and full moon, than in the firft 
and laft quarters. The difference is accounted 
for by the tides and currents, which fet in 
ftronger in the new and full moon, and bring 
with them large quantities of bruifed fifhes, in* 
fcfts, fruits, and other fattening nurture. I 
was afiured that nothing caufes ' fiih to fpoii 
fooner than leaving them expofed to the beams 
ef the moon ; and that all prudent fifhermen, 
when out by' night, cover what they catch with 
an awning. If they meet with any dead fifli on 
the ftrand, or in the market, they can always 
difcern, by its colour and flabbincfs, if it be 
allunato, moon*ftruck ; and, except in cafes of 
rreat neceffity, abft^in fron\ it as unwholefome. 

Not 
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Kot having an opportunity of verifying this 
aflertion^ I give it as doubtful ; for I know the 
Italians are apt to attribute to the baneful inr 
fluence of the moon many firange efie&s^ whicfa^ 
philofophers of other nations do riot afcribe to it; 
No Italian will lie down to lleep, where moon« 
^ine can reach him. 

The Cozze Pelofe, or velvet mufcle, is firft 
dragged for in the Great Sea, and then fcattered 
to breed on Sciaie, or heaps of ftones fupk 
by the fiihermen at every be^d*land of the Mare 
Piccolo. 

XTnder the Piano, or eaftern fliore, are the 
oyfter-beds : no coaft affords < a more exquiiite 
fort« In winter, large hampers of them are 
fent over land to Naples. The feafon is con- 
fined by law to a term between the 2j;th of No- 
vember arid Eafter Sunday. 

Brundufium was the great fuppHer of oyftersi 
for the Roman tables. From that port, the 
fpawn was carried to flock their public refer- 
yoirs fit the Lucrine Lake, near Baise ; and no 

mention 
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mention i$ made bythe ancients of the excellence 
of any Tarcntine fliell fiih except the fcallop *, 
It is therefore not unlikely that oyfter fpawn 
has been brought to Taranto froni Brandifi, and 
better preferved than at the original bed, where 
the obftruftidns in the mouth of the harbour 
have ruined all thefiiheries ^. 

The 

^ Pe£limbus patuiis ja6tat fe molle Tarentum. 

HoR. Sat, 
f I received from iny friend, F. Ant. Minali, the fol<« 
lowing lift of Shell-fi(h found in the Tarentine waters. 
He drew it vp according to the Linnaean iy&^m from a 
large affortment pf fpecimens, which he was commiflioned 
to clafs, before they were prefented by the Archbifliop of 
Taranto to the Infant Don GabricJ. Had my learned^cor- 
xefpondent had an opportunity of vifiting thofe fcas, it is 
inore than probablo that his piercing and experienced 
eye would have difcovered qtber fp^ci^s, if not genera, 
.9f gfhes. 
I. Chiton fquamofus et ci- tera radiis 6, et altera ;• 

nereua - 5. Pholasda£lyluscumcar- 

a. Lepas balanus dine recurvato connex- 

3. Lepas anatifera oque cartilaginc 

4. ]Lepa» teftudinaria— :al- 6, Myapiftorum 

'- • . " \ 7. So- 
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The papyraceous Nautilus is fometimes, but 
very rarely, feen fpreading the wonderful me* 

chanifai 



'7. Solen^nQs 

$• Solen legum^n 

9* Solen flrigilatus 
^o* Tellina anomala 
1 1> Tellina carnaria 

12. Tellina roflrata 

13, Tellina Punicea 
74. Tellina fragilis 
15. Tellina planata 
I.6. Cardii^ip acuieatum 
J 7. Cardium edule 

1 8* Cardium rufticum . 
X9* Madra ilriatula 

20. Donax trunculuft . 

21. Veni^s Iseta 

22. Venus Paphia 
i^i Venus callypige 
24. Venus deflorata 

2 j. Spondylus G^eropt^s 
^6. Chama antiquata 
^7. Area Noa 
:a3. Area barbata 
^9* Aoomia eph^dbim 



30, Mytiius eduUa 

31. Pinna nobilis 

32, ArgonaQta Argo 

33. Buccinum gal lea 

34« Buccinum niaculatuq;i 

35. Buccinum Tritonis 

36. Echinus Cidaris 

37. Echinus efculentus 

38. Echinus laxatilis 

« 

39* Echinus mamillariii 
40, Echinus placenta 
41; Serpula anguina 

42, Oflrea edulis 

43. Oftrea Jacobea 
44* Oflrea buUata 
4 J. Oikrez pufio 

46. Oflrea fanguinea 

47. Oftrea varia 

48. Oilrea lima ^ 

49. Oflrea radula 

50. Cyprea talpa . 

51. Cyprea lurida 

5 2. Cyprea caput ferpentis 

S3- Cy- 



! 
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chanifm of its fail and oars in the fmooth bay» 
of the Mare Grande ; and fometimes fifhermen 
furprife. trumpet-ihells of a prodigious bulk 



53* Cyprea pedicnlus 
54* Conus monachus 
^5, Bulla aperta 
56* Bulla Naucus 
57* BuDaiiydati$ 
58* Voluta cancellata 
59* Voluta glabella 
6o* Buccinum echinopho^ 

rum 
61 • Strombus pespetlicani 
tz. Strombus lentiginofu9 
63* lyiurez faxatiiis 
64* Murex reticularis 
65* Murex coftatus 
66* Murex cutaceus 
67. Marexpufio 
6S. Murex cornucus. 
(9* Murex erinaceus 

70. Murex pileare 

71. Murex triqueter 

72. Murex fufcatut 



75. Trochus tclTuIatus 
74* Trochus umbil^carit 
7^. Turbo coehlus 

— , ' 

76. Turbo pullus 
77* Turbo nodolofua 

78. Helix pi£la 

79. Nerita littoralHl 
8o« Nerita canrsena 
8i* Nerita nifa 
82* Haliotis Midae 

83. Patella finuat^ 

84. Tatella lutea 

85. Patella ruitica 

86. Patella fufca 

87. Patella puftuta 

88. Patella Grzca 
69, Dentalium dentalia 
90. Dentalium corneum 
91* Serpula arenaria 

92. Serpula vermicularis 

93. Serpula contortaplicata 



afleep^ 
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nileejp, floating on the furface of the watel^ iti a 
fultry day. 

Very fine branchy coral is found along the 
coaft eaft of the city. The places are kept a 
profound f^cret. Marks are fet up on land, by 
which the Tarentines fteer their cOUrfe, and fink 
their hooks and crofs-beams exadly in the mid- 
dle of a coral bed^ while flrangers mufl: row 
.about the whole day dragging, without a guide^ 
,or certainty of bringing up a finglc twig. 
There was, a few years ago, fuch abundance 
of coral near chefe fiiores, that a boat's crew was 
Once known to draw up in one day as much as 
fold for five hundred ducats {£. 93* 15 j)# Large 
pieces may be had for about five ducats ^er 
rotolo^ which at Taranto contains only thirteea 
ounces. 

Under Cape St. Vito, once famous for an 
abbey of Bafilian monks, and in mod parts of, 
the Mare Grande, the rocks are fiudded with 
the Pinna Marina. This bivalved fhell of the 
mufcle tribe frequently exceeds two feet in 

length. 
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length. It faftcns itfelf to the ftonCs by Hi 
hinge^ and throws out a large tuft of iBlky 
threadsi, which float and play about to allurd 
fmall filh: amidfl thefe^filametlts is generally 
founds befides other infedts, a fmall flirimp, 
called by the ancients Cancer Pinnotheres, by 
the modern Tarentines Caurella. This littld 
cruftaceous animal was imagined to be generated 
with the Pihna^ and appointed by nature to adt 
as a watchman, in apprizing it of the approach 
of prey or enemies; and that, upon ^the leaft 
alarm, this guard ilipt down into the fhell^ 
which was infiantly clbfed : but more accurate 

ff 

obfcrvers have difcovered, that the poor flirimp 
is no more than a prey itfelf^ and by no means 
a centinel for the mufcle, which in its turn fre- 
quently falls a viftim to the wiles of the Polypus 
Odtbpedia. In very calm weather, this rapa- 
cious pirate may be feen ilealing towards the 
yawning fliells with a pebble in his claws, which 
he darts fo dexterouily into the aperture, that 
the Pinna^ cannot ihut itfelf up clofe enough to 

pinch 
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pinch off the feelers of its antagonift. Of fave 
its flefh from his. ravenous tooth. The Pinna 
is torn off the rocks with hpoks^ and broken 
for the fake of its bunch of filk called Lan«r 
penna, which is fold, in its rude ftate, for 
about fifteen carlini a pounds to women that 
wafli it well with foap and frefli water. When 
it is perfeftly cleanfed of all its impurities, they 
dry it in 'the Ihade, ftraiten it with a large 
comb, cut off the ufelefs root, and card the re- 
mainder ; by which means they reduce a pound 
of coarfe filaments to about three ounces of fine 
thread. This they knit into dockings, gloves^ 
capS| and waificoats ; but they commonly mix 
a little filk as a fi:rengthener. This web is of a 
beautiful yellow-brown, refembling the bur- 
niihed gold on the back of fome flies and 
beetles. I was told that the Lanapenna receives 
its glofs from bemg fteeped in lemon juice, and 
being afterwards prcflfcd down with a taylor's 
goofc. 



^o 
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THE feas of Taranto are as copioufljr 
flocked with the fcaly and finny tribe^ as 
tvith the crultaceduft and tcftaceoud. The quan- 
tity and varieties ate very confiderable; but 
fiih caught in the lefler fea bears the higheft 
price^ as furpaffing in delicacy and firmnefs 
that taken in the larger. This is contrary to 
what ^ we experience in other countries, and 

. muft be owing to fome peculiar quality in the 
water and fituation ; foT, in general, filh found 

• in ftill bays, and near the fliore, is inferior in 
tafte to that which is captured farther out, and 
in places where the currents beat it about^ and 
feem to keep it firm and wholefome by con-^ 
ilant motion *. 

The 

* I do not pretend to be acquaifated with every fort of 

« 

fiih brought to this market, as at leaft a year's ftay'on the 
, fpot wotfld be requifite to acquire that knowledge ; but ic 

may 
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it 



• The people of Taranto depend upon their 
fifliery for fubfiftence, and pay ^ery heavy du- 



ties 



may be a fatisfa6i:ion to many Readers to have a Lift of 
trivial names, fuch as it was roughly made out to me by 
the fifhermeuy and flnce compared with fome imperfeA 
catalogues I have had a' fight of* 



TarenUHi Name* 


Laiiu Nami9 


Aguglia 


Sudis 


Anguilla 


Anguilla 


Arciola 




Alice 


Halex 


Abraiz 


Rhombus 


Ccfalo 


MugiL 


Caftaudielli 


Acus 


Calamais 


Loligo 


Cheppia 


Thryfla 

1 


Culinudi 


Engraules 


Dentice 


Dentatua 


Fraio 


< 


Faloppse 




Gugione 


Gobio 


1 
Gofciolo 


Morroyrb 


Unguatole 


Solea 



voi.n. 



o 



LvtrinQ 



s^ 
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ties to tfee Crown, and rent$ to private pcrfoW 
£or the right of filhing. The king receives from 

then) 



Tartniine Namei 


Latin Nam$^ 


Lutrino 


Rubellia 


Lucerna 


Lucerna 


Murena 


Murena 


Minchiasella 






MuIIus 


Mofa 




Mazzoni 


Afellus 


Orato 


Aurata 

• 


Occhiata 


Melanurut 


Orva 




rolpo 


Polypus 


Falamitl 


Pelamyd€S 


Pefce zaffira 

1 


Scarus 


Pefce fpada ^ 


Xiphias * 


Ruonghi 


' Conner 


Ricciola 


Glaucus 


Storione 


Acipcnfcr 


Spina 




Soliole 




Sarpa 


Pifces virgatua 


ScorfuDO 


Scorpio 


* This fiib feldom makc$ 


iu appearance fo fir norths 


% •"•• 


Sanaag 
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them annually three thoufand feven hundred and 
thirty-five ducats (700/. 6s. ^d.) for rent, and 
five thoufand four hundred and thirty ducats 
(1018/. 2 J. 6d.)f for the exclufive privilege* 
They purchafe the beds for ihell-fifli of mo- 
nafteries and individuals, at the yearly expence 
of fix thoufand one hundred and fixty-eight du* 
cat$(ii6o/. i3i.)f ^^^ befides, all fiih fold to 



Tarenfine Namem 


LatiM Nam, 


1 
Samagliaftro 


Sargus 


Seccia 


Sxpia 


Sarde 


Chalcis 


Spigola 


Lupus 


Sario 


Saurus 


Sparitielli 


Sparulut 


Traulo 


Lacerta 


Tonno 


Thynnus * 


TrcmoU 


Torpedo 


Triglia 




Vopa 


Boopt 


UrigoU 


Cbelones. 



♦ No Tunny fiflicry is allowed here, left that boiftcrous fifli 
liiould be driven up into the little fea, and there difturb an4 
deflroy the fmail fry. 

G a be 
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be cai^ried out of the city is fubjedt to a tol!^ 
farmed out at five thoufand fix hundred and 
fifteen ducats {10^2 L 16 s. ^d.) a year. An 
old reglfter-'book called H Libro Rofib^ kept 
with great care and veneratipn in the cuftom* 
houfe, points out the proper feafon for each 
ipecies of fifh^ the method of propagating them^ 
the nets allowed, and the duty to be e^adted. 
The directors of the cuftoms are very alert and 
rigorous in inforcing thefe regulations. They 
take care to clean the fpawning places, and 
weed the mouths of the rivers that empty their 
waters into the Mare Grande. They rent thofe 
ftreams of the Barons in order to complete the 
monopoly, and prevent any difturbance being 

V 

given to the filh at improper times. 

To return to my tour, which the filh had 
caufed me to lofe fight of,, we pafifed under the 
banks of the Piano, where the ancients kept 
their wines in grottos called Diulos. The mouths 
of thefe excavations are now almofi: clofed up 
with rubbiih. Some perfons crept in lately, 

and 
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and found the floor ftrewed Avith fragments ot 
Amphore. During the canicular feafon there 
iflues in the night-^time from thefe caverns a 
moll impetuous piercing wind. 

From the Piano we rowed to the mouth of 
the Cervaro, and from thence to the promon- 
tory of Penna^ which divides the little fea into 
two unequal bays. As fomething like the foun- 
dations of piers may be obferved under water, 
it has b^en fuppofed by ibme authors that a 
bridge formerly exifted, reaching from this cape 
to the Pizzone in the old city. It is poflible 
there may have been a boom laid acrofs for 
greater fecurit)% of a paflage made for the C9n- 
vcnience of the citizens ; but it is clear from 
Strabo, that anciently the port was fliut up 
with a bridge in the very place where we now 
fee one. He fays that the harbour is * clofed 
up with a large bridge ; ^ line drawn from the 
Penna would only fecure half of it, and no ef- 
^gtts pf the Romans could have confined the 

G 3 Taren- 
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Tarentine gallies, had not the garrifon of the 
citadel been in pofleffion of ftrong works and 
draw -bridges at the mouth of the harbour, which 
cffeftually commanded the paflage. 

Not far from the Penna is the Citrello, a 
fpace of thirty-five yards by eight, where four 
ftrong fprings and feveral fmall ones of frefli 
water force their way up, and preferve their 
fweetnefs amidft the brine of the waves. Shoals 
of fiih may be feen fwimming over thefe Occbi 
pr fountains, as it were to cool and cleanfe 
themfelves. Thefe boilers are only a continu- 
ation of the fpring that produces the brook of 
the Citrezze. 

From hence we paffed under the bridge, 
/Where the current fets-in very ftrong, aftd in 
boifterous weather the navigation is hazardous. 
On the left hand, near the city-wall, lies the 
Ihipping in tolerable fafety, notwithftanding the 
great expanfe of the Mare Grande. The force 
of the waves is broken by the iflands of Santa 
Pclagia and St. Andrew, the fhelves called 

Pietrc 
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^ 



Pietre Sizzofc, and the two capes which com-t 
plete the circle. Thofe iflands were known to' 
the ancients by the name of Eledlrides or Chse- 
rades ; and if we may judge by fome ruins flill 
difcernible near the water, were certainly in- 
habited. At prefent their only inhabitants arc 
rabbits that burrow in the fand, and under the 

bufties, with which their whole furface is over- 

» 

grown. In 1 594, Cicala Baffa anchored at Pe* 

lagia for feveral days, to the great terror of alt 
the people along the coaft. The intelligence he' 
received of the country being alarmed, and 
troops marching to give him a warm reception, 
determined him to weigh anchor, and fail for 
Turkey, without attempting to land, 

I rode next morning intQ {he country, to fee 
how far its adual fertility came up to the idea: 
ancient authors have left us of it ; and returned 
fatisfied, that Nature is ftill ready to fliew the 
fame partiality, when called upon by the fame 
induflry and arts that tend to facilitate and im- 
prove her eflTorts. The early feafon of the year^ 

G 4 pre- 
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prevented my forming any judgment of thv 
fruits of the earth. Columella, Pliny, and Ma- 
crobius fpeak highly of the pears of Tarentum,^ 
and praife its figs, qhefnuts, walnyts, and am- 
brofial almondst At prefent the moft delicate 
of its figs is the Neapolitan, a fmall black fort 
that hangs on the tree till January. 

The farmers take great care of their olive* 
trees ; they manure and water the roots, plough 
the ground aboyt them, and fow it with corn, 
but never with oats ; the ftubble is cut off clofcj^ 
and fwept away, to make room for the fruit to 
fall, but is never fet on fire, for fear of damaging 
the trees; the boughs aye not beaten, but the 
olives gathered. 

The vines, whiph are kept low and upon 
pales, are the moft healthy and vigorous I ever 
beheld ; the wine is carried in ikins as in the 
days of paganifm, when it was a religious cere- 
mony, as well as a gambol, to tumble over the 
oiled leathern budger. 1 tafted no wine at Ti^- 
^rf pto that pleaftd my palate, or deferved any 
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cotnmcjidation. Horace's Amicus Aulon;'"which 
critics have tranfported to every hill within ten 
miles of Taranto, nay even fo far as Caftel-. 
vetere in Calabria, feems to have been about fix 
ipiles from the prefent town to the eaft, at a 
part of the coaft where a well-watered valley, 
full of orange an^ other fruit-trees, is iheltered 
from every rude blaft by an amphitheatre of low 
eminences, moll happily adapted to the growth 
pf the vine. 

The arable lands are well cultivated, and 
produce wheat, oats, barley, and cotton in 
great abundance, and of ^n excellent found qua- 
lity* 'The cotton manufadure employs thofe 
poor Tarentines who are not able to follow the 
profeffion of filhermen. The wages of a la- 
bourer in the fields is a carlino a day. The 
ufual method is to divide the crop equally ' 
Ijetween the owner of the land and the farmer 

■ 

tjiat tills it ; but the extent of wafte grounds is 
immenfe^ and whatever pains may be beftowed 
VPon corn-land, nobpdy here has an idea of 

doing 
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doing any thing to improve pafturcs or mea- 
dows : — ^not a feed is fown, weed deftroyed, or 
barren buih gfubbed up. 

The honey I tafted was fo good, that I may 
affirm no degeneracy is perceptible among the 
modern bees of Tarantd; and that the poet 
might ftill compare their produce to that of thQ 
bees of Hymettus *. 



SECTION XXXIV. 

A SITUATION, bleft with fo delicious 
a climate, and fo fine a haven, muft have 
attrafted the early notice of the Eaftern naviga- 
tors, who, like Columbus, Drake, and Cook, 
of modern times, failed from home in queft of 
new worlds and unexplored coafts* Some of 

* Ubi non Hymetto 

McUa dccedunt- ■. 

them. 



I 
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them, no doubt, ventured up the Adriatic, in 
hopes of difcovering unopened fources of wealth, 

« 

and commodious fettlements for the colonies, 
which excefs of population obliged the mother 
country to fend forth. Let us confider Taras in 
; the light of another Cortez; but, inftead of 
making him the captain of a troop of bigoted 
ailaflins, let us fuppofe him to have headed a 
fet of civilized, humane men, defirous of pro- ^ 
curing a good eftablilhment in a ftrange coun* 
try, but unwilling to cement the foundations 
of their new ftate with the blood of the natives. 
The wifidom and moderation of the adven- 
turers gain the affedtions of the native favages, 
and a fenfe of liiutual intereft unites them both 
into one body. The chief of the new-comers 
pafles in time for a being of god-like race, and 
bis companions are too fenfible of the utility of 
the deception, not to encourage the belief. AH 
leaders of maritime expeditions, and indeed all 
rukrs of nations dwelling near the fea, were, in 
the oriental figurative language of thofe ages 

(whofc 
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(whofe moft fimple expreffions are complete 
riddles for us), denominated Sons of the 
Ocean, of Neptune, or of fome other marine 
Deity. Veffels of a large iize bore the name of 
fome monfter of the deep, or forn^idable qua- 
druped of the earth. Europa*s Bull was a Ihip 
of the firft magnitude ; Phryxus's Ram was one 
of the fecond rate ; and we may prefume that 
the Dave, fcnt by Jafon to furvey the paffage of 
the Dardanelles, was a light ikiff, proper for 
difcovery; the Dolphin on the coins of Tar^n- 
turn, with the naked man fitting upon its back, 
was perhaps ftruck in remembrance of Taras 
and his ihip. Thete feems to be very little 
reafon for imagining that Arion is reprefented 
by the figure with a lyre in its hand. It was in* 
deed on his paffage frqn^ hence to L^fbos that 
he was thrown overboard, and taken up by a 
dolphin, or a fliip of that name ; but we cannot 
fuppofe that the Tarentines were very eager to 
perpetuate the memory of an event that re- 
^punded fq little to their hopour* 
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About a century before the fiege of Troy, a 
colony of Cretans founded Uria, and obtruded 
themfelves upon the Tarentines, who, after a 
long conteft^ were obliged to admit them into 
their fociety* 

In the twenty.firfl: Olympiad, fo powerful a 
body of emigrants arrived under Phalanthus 
from Laconia, that it may almoft be called a 
iecpnd foundation. This general was marked^ 
from the firft moment of his exiftence, for an 
outcafl and an adventurer. He and all his fol^ 
lowers were the fpurioiis iffue of the Spartan 
women, whofe faulbands, on fharching againft 
Mcffense^had made a vow not to return to their 
families till they had fubdued their enemies- 
The war drawing out to a much greater length 
than they Jiad imagined, thefe- warriors began 
to be appreheniive left the race; of fighting 
citizens Ihould become extinft, on the failure 
of that generation. In order to preferve their 
oath inviolate, and yet fave the commonwealth 
from diflblution^ they fent back all fuch as had 

joined 
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joined the army after the ffrft campaign; to 
keep the women company. The offspring of 
thefc temporary unions were called Parthenii ; 
^nd, when grown up, were driven out to feek 
their fortunes in diftant climes. Being received 
into Tarentum, they acquired a fuperiority over 
the natives, new-modelled the government upon 
an ariftocratical plan, enlarged the fortifica« 
tions^ and transformed the city into a mere copy 
of Sparta. The very places were new-named ; 
and among others, the Galefus took the name 
of Eurotas. 

Mod of the nobles having periihed in a war 
with the Japyges, democracy was introduced. 
About the feventieth Olympiad, the Pythago-* 
rean philofophy gamed a footing at Tarentum, 
and worked wonders in polifhing the manners, 
opening the underftanding, and enlarging the 
ideas of this people, who were naturally difpofed 
tp traffick, arts, and fciences. The improve- 
nients of its trade was the grand objed that 
engaged the attention of its legiflators. They 

knew 
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knew full well, that to the foftering influence 
of commerce, as much as to fuccefs in military 
exploits, Egypt, Phoenicia, and Greece, owed 
the very tranfcendent degree of glory and power 
which they had attained. Every nerve was 
therefore ftrained, to excite emulation in the citi- 
zens, to create a maritime force, to allure 
traders to the mart, and to render the city a 
centrical point of trafiick for all parts of the mer- 
cantile world. The nature of its fituation fe-. 
conded their endeavours ; for no place lay more 
conveniently for the trade of Italy, lUyricum, 
Greece, Afia, and Africa, than Tarcntum. We 
muft confider that, to mod of the ancient ma- 
riners, the Mediterranean was an ocean ; Spain, 
a Peru ; Tyre, and fome other States on the fea- 
coaft, what Britain and Holland have been 
fince, the great maritime powers : while Egypt 
and Perfia were the type of the prefent for- 
midable inland monarchies, jtn all the long 
range of Ihore from Rhegiura to Sipontum,' 
Tarcntum was the only port where veffcls could 

fly- 
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fly for refuge in tempeftuous weather. Bf un«* 
dufiuni is not fuppofed to have exifted at fo 
early a period; and Croton was no better than a 
road where fliips could not venture to lie in 
winter* Every department of the Tarentine 
government had an eye to commerce ; *and even 
its religious games and feafts were inftituted to 
encourage barter^ and attract flrangers. Ib 
procefs of time, when abufes crept into the ad- 
miniftration of affairs, and giddy pleafure with 
unmeaning riot took the place of politic amufe- 
ment, it was remarked that the Tarenune ca* 
Icndar contained more feftivals than there were 
days in the year. The fame thing may be faid 
of modern Rome, where no day paffes without 
bringing with it the feafl of a patron, anni« 
verfary of the confecration of a church, or re- 
moval of fome relick, if not feveral the fame day, 
exclufive of general proceffions and folemnities. 
The different complexion of the two religions 
prevents the modern feafts from degenerating 
into as much gaiety and intemperance as thofe 
ofPaganifm. - With 
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With their wealth, the power of the Taren- 
tines rofe above that of all the colonies of Magna 
Graecia; their land-forces were eftimated at 
thirty-two thoufand foot and three thoufand 
horfe *, in conftant pay ; the number of citizens 
amounted to three hundred thoufand ^, ana 
thirteen confiderable cities acknowledged their 
dominion; at fea their fleets rode triumphant 
and unrivalled. The moft brilliant epocha of 
their hiftory was during the government of Ar- 
chytas, whofe profound learning as a philofo- 
pher, and ikill as a mechanician, were no clog 
upon his political abilities. His virtues were of 
the noblcft kind, exalted to as great fublimity 
of excellence as the plain morality of the law 
of nature is capable of attaining. He is faid to 

* The horfe and rider, fo frequent on tlie coins of this 
republic, allude, perhaps, to the great dexterity of the 
Tarcntines in horfemanfhip. They went to battle with 

two horfes to each cavalier, who, when one fell or grew 

fatigued, vaulted upon the other. 

f The prefcnt city does not contain above eighteen 
thoufand fouls. 

Vol. II. H have 
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have invented many ufcful inftruments, and td 
have improved upon thofe already known. He 
frequently led the Tarentines to battle, and 
always returned crowned with frefli laurels. To 
flrengthen the finews of the Grecian confede- 
racy, he appointed general affemblies to beheld 
at Heraclea, a dependence of Tarentum, where 
every thing relative to the common intereft 

r 

might be difcufled and deterii^ined. He appears 
to have been murdered in fome civil commo- 
tion, and his body thrown into the fea. 

With Archytas ended the true profperity of 
his country. In the one hundredth Olympiad, 
luxury and corruption had gained fuch power 
as to pervert all original good principles, both 
of morals and government ; to enervate the 
minds and bodies of the citizens, and thereby 
to expofe the republick, feeble and defencelefs, 
to the infults of the hardy Barbarians that fur- 
rounded it. The liberal arts did not flourifh the 
worfe for this degeneracy ; luxury and foftnefs 
oi manners are as favourable to theic advance- 



mentji 
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mcnt, as a rich mellow foil is to the vegetation 
of a beautiful flowering plant. Though the 
rude conquerors of the Tarentines have deprived 
us of the fight of their admirable performances 
in painting, fculpture, and architefture, we 
may ftill form an idea of the exquifitenefs of 
their taft^ by their coins*. The nunjber of learned 

men 

* Nummi Tarentinorum. 
AUR. u Caput muliebre comptis capillis, delphinei duo, 
TAPAS.ii Puer nudus equo infidens fupra vo« 
litante vi6toria, delphin, fydus ZA* 
a. Cap.puellae cum moniliE TAPANTlNfiN.ziPuer 
nudus delphiuum inequitans exteusa dexteri 
delphinuiTiy Ixva tridentem tenens TAPAD, 

3. Cap. imb. laureatum.zzAquila TAPANTIN. 

4. Cap. imb. laur. delphin ZA TAPAi:.=: Hercules 

cum leone decertans, arcus KN. 

5. Cap. gal. NI.ziNo^tua apertis alis inflilens ful- 

mini. 

6. Cap. imb. pelle leonin^ tedium. njuvenis nudus 

delph. ineq. dext. extens^ diotam, laeva hailam 
tenens TAPAS.. 

7. Cap. imb. te£tum pelle leonina.z:BigaB auri- 

gante Ncptuno'dext. habenas la, tridentem; 
TAPANTlNfiN. 

Hz S. Cap« 
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men born atTarentum^ or educated in ki fchool^i 

is a fufiicient proof of the efteeni in which 

fciencc 

8. Cap. Jovis barbat. laur. fulmen.±iAquila alU 
ezpanfis fiilm; inf« ante avem Pallas hafli mi- 

naz TAPANTINflN. 
9* Cap. imb* laur.^.rrAquila fiilm. inf.TAPAN- 
TlNflN AF. 

Z0» Cap. Minenrae gal. TAPANTlNnN.r:Vi£toria in 

cumi a duob. delphinibus. trac. NIK. 
ARG. I. Mulierequo inf. ^i-^lAHMENOS.rrHomodetp. 

inf. d. tripodein. U trid. cap* bovinum 

TAPAi. 
2» Eques SY-AYiaNGD.rrHomo delp. inf. d. trid. 

1. pallium nodua Tapas. 

3. Cap. muL diad.r^Mulier equo inf. TAcornuco- 

pis, delphin. 

4. Cap. mul. diad*:!:miil. equo inf. delphin. dirni* 

dium caprae TA« 
^. Eques.zrHomo nud. delp. inf. TAPAS. 
6. Eques. =1 Homo nud. deU inf. facem. tenens S. 
7« Eques. ziHomo delp. inf. tridentem ten. fubt* 

undae K. TAP. 
8* Eques tripus SAAA 2n.:=.Mulier colum. ten. 

delp. inf. TAPA2. 
9« Eques galeatus cum dypeo et hafia.=Mulier 

delp. 
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fcjencd and police literature were held. Ariftox^ 
tinus is, I believe, the only author of whofa 

workt 

delp* inf. velata d. botrum 1. colum. TAPA2 

AMO. 

10. Eques hominem calcaasnHoino fupra delp. genu 

flexo nixas clyp. ten TAPAS NOZ. 

11. Duoequites, alter cum clava, alter cum lancei^ 

SENO'<»^A.z=Hoino delp. inft Qum clypeo i, - 
vi^oriolam. 1. duogacula, in. 

12. Concha. =:Homo delp. inf. d. facculum 1« triden* 

tern TAPAS. 

13. Cap. Palladis.=:Hercuk8 infans duos ierpentea 

fuffocans TA« 
^4. Cap. muLr^Herciiles leonem tnicidans. 

15. Cap, Jovi8=;;Delphin. 

1 6. Eques, Victoria equum ducente.saHomo delpt 

inf. 

17. Homo delp. inf.=:Fquus marinus^ 

1 8. Cap. MiQcrvaesNo^a TAP, 

19. Cap. Cereris TAPAr.zzEques hafiam vibrant. 
90. Vir nudus equo inf. cap. rad. haft. vib. APl.ss 

Vir. delp. inf. d. vaf. f. temoncm. TAPAS.KA.EI^. 
a I, Eques haft. vib. =: Vir delp. inf. cum viftorioli 

hafla et clypeo. 
>2. Equei vifloriam calcan8.s:Vir delp. inf. SOP. 

H3 JER. 
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works even a fragment has been preferved. He 

* 

was a philofophical writer upon mufic, for 
which he feems to have felt extraordinary en- 
thufiafm, as he aflerts that the effence of the 
)iuman foul is harmony. 



SECTION XXXV, 

ABOUT three hundred years beforeXhrift,i 
the Tarentine republic, confcious of the 
effeminacy and incapacity of its own citizens, 
began to employ foreign generals and mercenary 
troops to fight its battles. Being hard preffed 
by the Lucanians, the Tarentincs called to their 
aid Alexander King of Epirus,, who fecured 
them agaiafl: the enterprizes of thofe barbarians 

iER. I. Cap.Herculis.nEqucs !3r.r. 

2. Cap. mulieb.s^Concha. delph'm. 

3. Cap. imb.rzDelphin. 

4. Figiira delph. inf. d. cor. 1. cornuc.z; Concha. 

5. Caput, barb, diad* 35.=Pifci.a« . 
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at the cxpence of his own life. Fifty^^fevenf 
years after his death, Pyrrhus, alfo king of 
Epirus, came over to defend them againft the 
Romans. That ambitious people had levelled 
almoft all the barriers that protefted the foft 
Tarentine nation ; and nothing ws^s wanting but 
a tolerable pretext for commencing hoftilities, 
which could not fail to add thefe rich coafts to 
their other ufurpations. Rome had never Ihewn 
herfelf very fcrupulous or nice in the choice of 
her reafons for aflaulting a neighbour ; but, on 
the prefent occafion, Tarentum furnilhed hef 
with a caufe of war, which, if we may truft the 
very fufpiclous teftimony of the Latin hifto- 
rians, would be deemed fufficiently weighty by 
the moft rigid cafuift. A Roman fleet bringing 
corn from Apulia, and palEng within fight of 
Tarentum, was attacked by the inhabitants of 
that city, the Ihips deftroyed, and the crews 
maflacred. The aaibafTadors,' fent to demand 
fatisfadion, were treated with the utmoft indig- 
i\ity, and the refentment of the Romans fet at 

H 4 defiance. 
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defiance. But if we pay proper attention to 
what we read in Livy and Dionyfius Halycar-; 
tizffkus, we (hall difcover fomething that ma]r 
clear the Tarentines ; I will not fay of the guilt 
of miibehaving to perfons ufually accounted fa-? 
cred, but at leafl: of having been wantonly the 
aggreflbrs. By a treaty entered into fome years 
before, the Ronians had engaged not to navi* 
gate to the north of the Lacinian Cape, or in- 
terfere with the commerce of the Adriatic, A 
Roman conful had rejected with fcorn the me- 
diation of the Tarentines in behalf of the Sam- 
nites ; and the emiflaries of Rome had fomented 
infurredlions among the fubjedts of Tarentum. 
Whichfoever of the parties might havejuftice 
on its fide, it is but. too obvious, that the weight 
of power preponderated in favour of Rome ; 
therefore the only refource of her foe was to 
feek defenders wherever pioney could purchafc 
them, fince the degeneracy of the citizens of 
Tarentum had deprived them even of the idea 
of becoming foldiers th^mfelves. Pyrrhus, the 

firft 
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firft Grecian general of the age, was the perfon 
applied to. Allured by avaricious and aoi* 
bitious motives, he landed in Italy, and defeated 
the Romans in two engagements ; but, finding 
the war likely to prove too heavy a burden for 
his ihoulders, and his government irkfome to 
the people he came to fight for, he feized a fri« 
volous pretence, and failed to Sicily, which he 
alfo abandoned for fimilar reafons. He returned 
to Tarentum; but, being defeated by Curius 
Dentatus near Beneventum, ilole away to Greece, 
and left his allies to make the beft terms they 
could with the vidor. The Tarentines, roufed 
from their lethargy by defpair and the approach 
of danger, continued for fome time to make an 
obftinate defence. They even perfuaded the 
Carthaginians to fend a fleet to their fuccour ; 
but, being at length obliged to yield to the fu- 
perior force of Rome, they experienced the 
mildeft treatment at her hands, were ranked in 
the num|:)er of her alliesj an4 fuffered to govern 

them* 
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themfclves by their own Iaws,[under the controul 
of a Roman garrifon. 

We hear no more ^f the Tarentincs till Han- 
nibal penetrated into their country, and by the 
affiftance of Philemenes furprifed their city. 
Livius, the Roman Governor, remained in pof- 
Jbffipn of the citadel and entrance of the port, 
by which means the Tarentine fleet was blocked 
up and rendered ufelefs. But the adtive genius 
of the African general was riot to be cramped 
by apparent difficulties. He qaufed the galleys 
to be brought afliore, placed upon carriages and 
rollers, and thus drawn over the Ilfthmus, 
through the city, into the outer bay, where he 
aftonilhed the enemy with the appearance of a 
formidable fleet. This naval armament, under 
Democrates, defeated the Roman convoy off 
Croton. 

It is a doubt among antiquaries which is the 
place where the fhips were hauled over. The 
expreffions of Polybius appear to indicate the 
hollow of the prefent ditch or cut made by 

Ferdinand 
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Ferdinand the Firft, as it anfwers to the fpace 
between the wall and rampart eredled by Han- 
nibal, to prevent the Romans from Tallying out 
of the citadel upon the town. Gonfalvo de 
Cordova did the very fame thing in the fame 
place* A fimilar expedient was pradtifed by. 
pragut, a Turkilh admiral, in efciaping from 

9 

the Genoefe gallies of D'Oria, who had blocked 
him up in one of the bays of Greece, 

The weaknefs and difunited councils of Car- 
thage having obliged Hannibal to evacuate Italy, 
his allies were left at the mercy of a republic 
not always prone to clemency. But, before the 
departure of the African chief, Fabius Maxi- 
mus had retaken Tarentum by the treachery of 
the garrifon, and plundered it of an immenfe 
treafure. 

From this period Tarentum. ceafed to be 
known in the world as a ftate of any political 
imiportance. The tide of conimerce was in- 
fenfibly averted into other channels, and ics hif- 
tory, as well as its citizens, funk into an in- 
glorious 



\ 
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glorious obfcurity ; perhaps a happier fituation 
th^R it had ever enjoyed during the moft ihining 
periods of its annals. It retained a great ame- 
nity of maimers^ the efTed of Greek inftituti^ns^ 
mild climate, and fertile foil, where pp very 
rough exertions were required to earn a fub<if- 
tence, and where the very air feemed to breathe 
the foftnefs of its own charader into the fouls 
of all the inhabitants. From the defcriptions 
and encomiums of Horace, we may judge how 
high an opinion the ancients had of its tempe*' 
rature. 

: A Roman colony was ftnt hither ; but thi$ 
city Appears to have Returned very fpeedily to 
the ftate of a municipiym, governed by its own 
law$ and ufages, under the obligation of fur* 
nilhing to the. Roman navy a certain quota ojf 
(hips. The liberty it enjoyed muft have been 
very ample ; for it was looked upon in the light 
of a Greek city, where Rpixian exiles might re- 
fide, as in a foreign country ; a privilege it en- 
joyed in common with Naples. 

la 
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In the Auguflan age, it dill retained the 
(jrecian manners and language ; though, except 
Rhegium and Naples, all the reft of Magna 
Graecia had loft every trace of the features o£ 
its mother-country, utterly obliterated by an 
intercourfe with Barbarians. In the fourth cen« 
tury after Chrift, Tarentum yielded to the fame 
baneful influence, and the language of Homer 
ceafed to be the vulgar tongue 5 but Greek no 
^oubt gained a fuperiority over Latin during 
the tenth and eleventh ages, while Puglia obeyed 
the Emperors 6f the Eaft. Its final banifti*. 
itient was the confequence of the Norman Con- 
queft. 

The deftruftion. of Tarentum*s independence 
appears to have caufed an early emigration of 
its citizens. Their numbers were fo reduced 
about the time of Auguftus, that the greattft 
part of the old inclofure was deferted, and moft 
of the inhabitants fettled near the caftie. Here 
they laid out their forum, in which they placed 
a coloffal ftatue of Jupiter, of a fize inferior 

only 
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only to that of the Rhodian Apollo, and the 
only memorial left them of the fplehdour of 
their ancient commonwealth. 

This fituation near the citadel was of particu- 
lar advantage to the Tarentines, in fecuririg 
them from the inroads of the Goths, who, being 
deftitute of a maritime force, could nrjake no 
attack but on the land quarter. 

After the death of Conftans the Second, in 
668, Romuald, Duke of BeneVento, conquered 
this province ; and the Greek Patrician, who 
had hitherto refided at Tarentum, removed his 
tribunal to Reggio. On the decline of the 
Lombard power, the Grecian emperors reco- 
vered poffeffion of this country, and kept it till 
Robert Guifcard drove them for ever out of 

Italy. 

In the year 927, or in the preceding century 
(for the chronology of thofe times is miferably 
confufed),'^the Saracens or Hungarians deftroyed 
the city of Tarentum; but its fituation ren- 
dered it of too much confequence not to be 

fpeedily 
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fpeedily rebuilt. It was probably 6n this re- ^ 
cftablilhment that the defertldti of the old fitc 
was completed. NiciJJphorus built the bridge, 
and made the Marina, for the purpofe of fecur- 
Jng the entrance of the haven, and affording 
inore fpace fot building within the walls. 
- Duke Robert, the Norman, after the total 
cxpulfion of the Greeks, created his fon Bohei- 
mund Prince of Taranto ; on the failure of 
whofe iffue, it was beftowed on Henry, fon of 
King Roger; and afterwards on William, a 
baftard of that King. From him William the 
Firfl refumed it, as being too great an appa- 
nage for an illegitimate branch of the royal 
family. It was part of the fortune of Manfred 
of Swabia, who long bore the title of Prince of 
Taranto. The principality was next conferred 
by Charles the Second upon his fon Philip, 
titular Emperor of Conftantinople, whofe daugh- 
ter, and at length fole heirefs, carried it into 
the houfe of Baux. This family foon failed, 
and Raymund Orfini, a younger fon of the Earl 

of 
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of Nbla^ obtained it. He had raifed his foN 
tune by his own adventurous valour; and^ 
taking advantage of the circumftances of the 
times, afTumed an almoft abfolute and indepen- 
dent fway over the coaft of Puglia. Upon his 
death, his fon was ftripped of all his pofieffions 
by King Ladiflaus, who, by marrying Ray- 
mund's widow, made himfelf at length mailer 
of Taranto, the only place that Hood out in 
defence of the infant proprietor. Queen Joan 
the Second gave it to her hufband, the Earl of 
La Marche ; but he, being iii diftrefs for money 
to carry him out of the kingdom, when he fled 
from his wife, fold the principality to John 
Anthony Orfino Balzo, the right owner. This 
Prince, who was a very powerful Baron, made 
a great figure in the troubles that attended the 
fir ft eftablifhment of the Aragonian Kings, and 
became almoft an independent fovereign. On 
his demife without iflue^ Taranto efcheated to 
the Crown. Ferdinand the Firft made it a pro- 
vifion for his fecond fon Frederick $ after wbofe 

expulfion 
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expulfion Taranto ceafed to be feudaU It is 
now no longer even the Ihadow of that proud 
democratical republic, which dared to cope with 
Rome ; nor is it the princely feat of a tyranni- 
cal feudatory. Poor and languifhing, both as 
to trade and manufadures, it foothes its vanity 
with the confcioufnefs of regal immunities, and 
immediate vaffalage under the King. 

The .inhabitants negledt the culture of their 
fields, and turn all their attention to fiihing ; a 
profeffion hampered with fewer incumbrances, 
lefs continual labour, and affording greater 
certainty of fuccefs. Their lands arc cultivated, 
their corn reaped, by Calabrians; their paftures 
covered with Abruzzefe iheep and Ihepherds ; 
while the modern Tarentines, as much at Icaft 
as their poverty will allow them, feem to copy 
the gentle, indolent manners of their fore- 
fathers, citizens of Molle Tarentum* They are 
ftill paffionately fond of amufements, and eager 
only ip the purfuits of pleafure. Their addrefs 
is affable, and pleafing to ftrangers ; their pro- 

VoL. II. I nunciation 
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nunciation lifping^ and fofter than that of the 
natives of the neighbouring provinces* Here 
women bring forth children with little difficul- 
ty; and treat as a flight inconvenience thofe 
dangers and pains which arc fo dreadful to their 
fex in moft other countries. Here it is im^ 
poffible to cite aq inft^nce of a p^rfon'St dyiog in 
childbed. 
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SECTION XXXVI. 



ON the fixth of May, I hired a guide, and 
proceeded on my journey towards Cala- 
bria. About four miles from Taranto we crofled 
a river, fuppofed by fome Geographers to be 
the Taras. It runs through marfhes and thickets 
of tall reeds, is deep, and much reforted to by 
wild boars, who in fummer defcend in droves 

I 2 to 
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to cool themfelves and wallow in the mud. l£ 
difturbed, they fwimacrofs; but foon return, 
unlefs it prove a very w^t autumn, ^ind then they 
retire up to the drier woods on the banks of 
the Bradano. 

We rode all day along the fea-fliore, between 
the beach and an immenfe forefl: of low pitch- 
pines ; the underwood, juniper. At the mouth 
of the Lieto, the fea runs a great way up into 
the land, and forms falt-ponds, which in fum- 
mer exhale infedious vapours ; in May, they 
were only beautiful objedls in this wild and 
grand view of wood an4 water. The whole 
foil is fandy, and bears evident marks of its 
having been lately recovered from the fea, ei- 
ther by the voluntary receffion of , the watery 
clement, or by the accumulation of earth hur- 
ried down in floods from the high lands. At 
the river Bradano * we left the province of 
Otranto, and entered that of Bafilicata. It was 
alfo the boundary of ancient Lucania, and in- 

* Anciently JBradanus. 

deed 
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de«d of Italy ; for in very early times that name 
was confined tb the country fouth of this 
limits 

After a long but agreeable ride of twenty- 
four miles, we flopped at Torre di Mare, a 
poor place near a ruinous tower, built by the 
AngeVine kings, as a fafe-guard tothecoaft; 
but, by the retreat of the fea, now at fuch a 
diftancc from it as no longer to ferve that end. 
The wafte round it is fenny, damp, and unwhole- 
fome. After dinner we ferried over the Bafiento*, 
wheron Odtavius Csefar and Mark Antony had 
an interview, brought about by the generous 
mediation of Oftavia. Thefe triumvirs came 
with their troops to oppofite banks of the river. 
Antony jumped into a boat, and pufhed off un- 
attended towards the other fide : but Casfar met 

a 

him, in another fkifF, half-way, and, after mu- 
tual endeavours to Ihew exceffive confidence in 
each other, Antony was perfuaded to give up 
the point, and fuffer Csefar to accompany him 



♦ Anciently the Mctaponius, or Cafuentum. 
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to Tarenfum, where they were to agree iq^bn a 
plan for fettling the Roman empire *• 

Near the mouth of this rivers fome columns^ 
rifing out of the fandy hillocks^ mark the fitua* 
tion of Metapontum. Thefe pillars of coarfe 
marble (land in two rows^ which are about 
eighty feet afunde^ ^ *'en in one row, and five in 
the other ; their diameter five feet, their height 
fifteen, the interftices ten. Part of the archi- 
trave is all that remains of the entablature. 
They are of the ancient Doric order, taper- 
ing regularly with a large cyathiform capital f, 
and no bafe but a kind of plinth that belongs 
to the whole row* They are channeled into 

* Albert! places this meeting on the Bradano ; Joan* 
Juvenis, on the Tara. But, as Appian exprefsljr fays it 
was on the river of Metapontuna, it can be no other than 
the Bafiento. 

f I cannot conyey to the reader a clearer idea of the 
fhape of this cup»form capital (which is to be feen at 
i?aeftiim, Segefla, Selinunte, Syracufe, Girgenti, and St* 
Peter ad vincula in Rome), than by comparing it to a 
(hallow bowl, covered with a thin fqiiare flone. 

twenty 
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twel)ty Iharp deep flut^s^ now much cor- 
Irod^d by the fah fptay^ and the adlion of the 
air. 

Thia ftyle of architedure has fomething in it 
ibletnn. and majefiic^ adapted to the dignity of 
divine worlhip^ or the gravity of an ajQTembly * 
of fcnators. Were I to build a city, I Ihould 
appropriate this noble order to the great churches, 
town-hall^ and exchange, whilfl I embellilhed 
the palaces and theatres - with the gay Corin* 
thtan« I do not allow the fame auguft appear ^ 
ance to the modern Doric, which is much 
lighter^ and more profufoly enriched with or* 
naments* 

• — 

Thefe are all the veftiges of Metapontum, a 
city once admirably calculated by fituation for 
attaining the fpecies of profperity that ftenxs 
to have been the end confkntly propofed by its 
citizens, viz. opulence arifing from agriculture 
and exportation of corn. It flood on the fkirts 
of a plain twenty-five miles iri length, which, 
twothoufand years ago (when Metapontum was 
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ih the zenith of its rcfpeftable, becaufe. inoll 
innocent, glory),* was well peopled, full of 
towns and villages, attentively cultivated and 
fertilized, not delolated by the waters^ as they 
were then confined to proper channds^ The 
rich crops that waved upon its furface, were 
the bafis on which this colony of Pylians 
grounded their power and importance. The 
honour they attached to the profeffion of huf- 
bandman, and the fruitfulnefs of their territory, 
are attefted by their coins *, marked with the 

head 

* Nummi Metapontinorum. 
AUR. I. Cap. mulieb. fpicis redim.=:Spica £gura virilis 
META. 

2. Cap, Martis ye.nDuae fpica, apis MeTA» 

3. Nodlua ramo inl zzSpica & caduc. META. 
ARC I. Herctiles mid, dans clav. ger.izSpica M£TA. 

2. Cap. Martisy canis A£YKintIOS«=rSpica avis— 

META. 
5. Hoir.o nud. bovino capite d.pateramzzs. Arua* 

dinen^ nSpica— cicada META. 

4. Cap. mul, fpic. redini — Spica forceps ilOA— 

META. 

5. Spica 
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« 

bead of Ceres and an ear of com, and by the 
magnificent offering which . they made at the 
fhrine of the Delphic Apollo. This prefent 

^. Spica— META.=:Incuflus. 

» 

6. Cap. Palladis.ziSpica, clava^K, 

7. Cap. Jovis Ammonis.zzSpica tripus ME. 

8. Cap. mulieb. diadem. =Spica META. 
9* Cap. bovinum.=:SpicaMETA« 

20. Cap; Martis HPAKAEl^Olf.zzDux fpicx, apis 
META. 

11. Cap Cercris.ziSpica — Ciconia METAno. 

12. Galea. =:Circulu8 int. dux tasdx META— -radii 
ex granis hordeac. 

13. No6hia ramo inf. S.rrSpica, caduc. MET, 
^R. I. Cap. Pallad.ziSpica. METAHONT. 

2. Tripus luna. gran. hord.ziSpica META- 

3. Cap. imb. cornat.zzSpica META. 

4. Cap. Jovis. ziSpica META. 

5. Cap. Apoll.zrSpica META. 

6. Cap. Cereris.=:Spica META. 

7. Aquila fulm. inf.zrSpica META. 

8. Cap. Cereris.nDuae fpica META. 

9. Cap. Miner vae.ziDuae fpicaeMETA. 

10. Cap. Mercur. alat.zz jgr. hord. caduc. MET^. * 

confifted 



cotififted bf an emblematical reprefentatibii o^ 
Summer ift maffive gold^ and was efieemed 
one of the richeft OffFerings in the temple; 

Pythagdifas fpeiit the laft years of his life at 
Metapontum. After his deceafe^ the houfe he 
had dwelt in was converted into a temple of 
Ceres, and reforted to with the greateft venera- 
tion by the Metapontines^ who were truly fen- 
fible of the advantages they had derived from 
his inftrudions *• 

This philofopher was one of the moil exalted 
chara&ets of antiquity ; one of the few fages 
who did not confine their views to private and 
partial objeSs, but made their learning, of ufe 
to nations at large^ whom they inftru£bedj en-» 
lightened and direded in the paths of moral 
virtue and real glory* Many ridiculous dories 
are related of his opinions and dodtrines^ which 
give us the idea of a vifionary or impoftpr ; but 

• Some authors write that he died, and that the' temple 
H^as dedicated at Crotoo, 

4 we 
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we fhould be cautious how we/adpiit; implicitly 
anecdotes refpe£Hng the groat men of diftant , 
ages^ when we find them claih with what is sd* 
lowed to have been their general line of con* 
du£t. Perhaps Pythagoras found it neceflarjr, 
in order^to captivate the veneration * and confi- 
dence of a credulous fuperftittous people^ that 
he ihould propagate ftrange and marvellous 
figments^ and thereby allure them to lifien at^ 
tentively to the ieflbnSi and obey the injundions 
of a lawgiver. He was the legillator, the re- 
former of Magna Graecia. To him and his 
difciples the little dates that compofed it owe a 
celebrity which they were not entitled to from 
extent of dominion or conquefts. Their ruin may 
be attributed to the negledt of his precepts; 
or, indeed, in fome ftiape to the very great 
fuccefs attending his inftitutiens, which raifed 
thofe republicks to fuch an uncommon pitch of 
profperity, as intoxicated and finally corrupted 
their citizens. 

The 
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The Metapontincs were warm partifans o£ 
Hannibal, who, during many winters, made 
this city his head^quarters. On the retreat of 
the Carthaginians, it was punifhed by the Ro« 
mans for that attachment with the iofs of its 
liberty* We are informed by Strabo, that this 
little commonwealth of' farmers was deftroyed by 
the Samnites. It remained in ruins, becaufe it 
could no longer hold out, the fweets of freedom, 
or the advantages of trade, to entice inhabitants * 
back to its defolated walls ; and the want of 
cultivators fpeedily converted its once happy 
plains into a dreary defert. At this day there 
cannot be a more melancholy fight, or one more 
mortifying to the pride of man, than this wide- 
ftretched traft of land, almoft without an inha* 
bitant ; fcarcely difturbed in any part by the 
plough, full of brown marfhes and ftagnated 
pools : noifome fogs and poifonous vapours 
hang over them, and, when fet in motion by the 
power of the fun, carry -difeafe and death into 
the blood of the wretches doomed to breathe 

their 
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their venomous atmofphere. Inflead of a navi* 
gable river^ in whofe deep and capacious bofom 
whole 'fleets noight moor with fafety, the Ba- 
fiento now has the appearance of a ftraggling 
twrent^ impeded by fand-banks that Ihift ^t 
every fliower, and drive the waters back oyer 
half the plain, where they putrify*. 

I flept a few miles off to the weft at a farni- 
houfe, where my friends of Taranto had pre- 
vioufly fec\ired a comfortable lodging for me. 



. I 



* When the fhepherds are obliged to pafs the night ih 
the open air during the bad feafon, their method of 
guarding againft ' the infection is as foUovrs;' A fire U 
lighted, on which they put a large pot of milk* ; As foon 
as it boils, thi^y fup up the hot liquor ; cuilom. having 
fufficiently hardened their throats and ilomachs. This 
throws them into a profufe fweat ; they then cover theit 
heads with warm woollen caps, and lie down to deep witH 
their feet dofe to the fire* 
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THE next day we travdted dcven tniies 
in the plain^ all one wild pafture ; ferried 
over the Agri *, Once a navigable river, now a 
rapid irregular torrent, ^nd baited at Policoro, 
a very confiderable farm lately belonging to the 
Jefuits, at prefent in the hands of the Crown. | 
believe thefe pofleffions do not yield to his Si- 
4:iltan Majefty fo great a revenue as Ihey did to 
that inlfeUigent fociety. Thofe fathers had a 
i^ioble eftate here, bounded by the fea, the ri- 
vers Agri and Sinno^ ; and the mountainsji 
containing all kipds of laipid, pafture, wood^ 
arable and falt-marih. The buildings that were 
iiaifed to GCHitain the produce of fo large a farm^ 
to houfe the numerous herds and flocks, and to 
lodge the, ftewards and fervants requifite for 
^he conducting of fuch an eftabliihment, are all 



* AnQicntlyi Aciris» ^ ADcientlj^ Siris. 
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fold «ut upon the great icale tha^ milked every 
undertaking of that politic congregatioHf Not 
xntiny years before the diflblmion of their oprder^ 
they had a ftock of five thotii£nrd ,!flieep, three 
hundred cows and oxen^ four hyndr^^ buffaT 
loes, four hundred goats^ and two hundred 
horfes, under the care of three hundred fer- 
vants. At prefent things wear a difierent afpeA^ 
and feem verging to rxiin rather than advancing 
towards greater perfeflion. During the hot fea* 
fpn, when the air is all on f^re and very feverilh, 
the Jefuits were wont to retire into the qioun- 
tains to Latronico, another of their eftates* 

At the wood near the banks of the- Agri, and 
about three miles from the fea^ are ibme heaps 
of rubbifhj that fix the fituation of lieraclea *• 

And 

^ Niunmi HeracI^. 
AURf !• Cap« Falladis.s: Hercules leon, £rai\gul« I^« 
HPA. 
2. Cap. Pailadiss: Hercules claya Icon, feriena 

JiPAKAHIOK. 

3* Cap. 
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And according to the moft probable conjee- 
tures, near the mouth of the Sinno was Siris^ 
the port of that city. At prefent there is no- 
thing but an open road^ where ihips may lie to 

3* Cap. Muli. delph. 2A«=:Pig. vir. nud. delph. 
inf. d. avem. f. trident. BH. fubtus undae. 
ARG* !• Cap. Falladis cum monft. mar. in galea.=rHer- 
cules nud. itans d. clavam f* arcum ic fpoL 

leon. HPAiCAHII2N. 

^» Cap. FaUadis.=:Hcrcule8 leon. Arang. clava- 
nodua fup. hum. leonis tHPAKAH. 

3. Cap. Palladia. ziNoftua ramo inf. HPAKAHI. 

4. Cap. PaUad.=: Hercules nud. fitans clav. nixus 

fpol. leon. tedus HM ^lAH bHPAK. 

5. Homo nudus delp. inequ. d, diotam. f. trident* 

fub. undaei* HP. izEques nudus fupervolitante 
yi6tor. ^T. 

6. CaptHerculis.ziLeo gradiens HE* 

7. Cap. leonis. ziPharetra 1>HPA. 

£R. I. Cap. imb. laur.idella.rrClava pharetra. Arcus FH« 

2. Cap. Pall. laur. & gal. =z Hercules ilans d. pat. 

f. clav. I<HPAFCAEI<2N. 

3. Cap. Herculis.irClava pharetra > HP AKAEIHN. 

4. Cap. gah=:Troph2eum (•HPAKAEinN. 

take 
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take in a cargo of corn and other commodities, 
X)f which liquorice is one, a root that grows 
wild in great quantities along thefe fwamps *• 
Allowing for all the alterations that fo many re- 
volving ages may have made in this abandoned 
ihore, it is a great matter of doubt with me, 
whethei: there ever was any good harbour here ; 
or, even i« the Agri, a much larger river, be- 
caufe the Aiape and expofure of the coaft re- 
probates that idea; efpecially as all ancient 
authors agree, that no bay between Rhe- 
gium and Tarentum was tenable after the au- 
tumnal equinox. It is therefore more than pro- 
bable that fliips of burden feldom anchored in . 
this place* 

Siris -f* was a very ancient city, founded by 
Trojans, and renowned for its college of priefts 

ikilled 

* The fale of this root is faid to produce 700/, a-year to 

the Duke of Corigliano. 

+ Nummi Sirinoruni* ^ 

J£R. I. Prora navis CEIRIZ.^Vas Ibiium pamp. 

KOTN. 
Vol. II. K «• Cap. 
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ikilled in cabaliftic lore. It became a depefl- 
dance of Heraclea, to which the principal in- 
habitants of Siris were obliged to remove. He- 
raclea was the point of rendezvous agreed upon 
by the whole Greek confederacy, where their 
general interefts and difputes were to be fettled. 
Upon its medals, many of which I purchafed 
of the peafants, is the figure of Hercules tear* 
ing open the jaws of the Nemaean lion. . It is 
probable that Zeuxis, one of the moft celebrated 
pointers of antiquity, was a native of this place 
rather than of any other Heraclea, as his moft 
capital performances were placed in the cities 
of Magna Grsecia. The banks of the Sinnoare 
famous in Roman hiftory for the vidtory gained 
by Pyrrhus over the Conful Levinus, in the 

« 

year of Rome 473. This was the firft encounter 
the Epirote had with the Romans. He pur* 
chafed the honour of the day at the expence of 

* 2. Cip. Mercurii petafatum. AA r:Aquila, corona 
XEIRI. 
3; Cap. Merci r i pet. CELzi^Yas, 
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the flower of his army^ and thereby became 
fenfible of tl»e difficulties that awaited the pro. 
fecution of his enterprize. He was indebted 
for his fuccefs to his own perfonal intrepidity, 
and to the panic which the firft fight of ele- 
phants ftruck into the legions. . 

TJie neighbouring hills are compofed of cal- 
careous tophus, replete with Ihells inicrufled 
over, or petrified. Whole Ikeletons of^the lar- 
ger tribe of quadrupeds have been dug out of 
thefe ftony ftrata. At Rocca Imperiale, or near 
it, was the town of Lagaria, a colony of the 
Phoceans, noted in antiquity for a fweet and 
foft wine, much cfteemed by phyficians as a 
cordiaU 

At Monte Giordano we entered the Upper or 
Hither Calabria. The inn wearing .the face of 
dirt and poverty, I rode four miles farther to 
Rofeto, where my guide aflTured me he had an 
acquaintance that would be happy to accommo- 
date me with a room. The high lands approach 

K a very 
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very near to the fea, and are tolerably cultivat- 
ed : much of the land fown with cbtton. 

At Rofeto, which is but a poor place, I wa* 
Very hofpitably received by a prieft. The old 
man plied me with many queftions concerning 
Naples, England, and America ; and, in return 
for my readinefs in gratifying his curiofity, en- 
tered with great good fenfe into a detail of the 
manners and cuftoms of his own country, and in* 
formed me of many particulars I was an entire 
ftranger to. I learned from him, that popula- 
tion is daily decreafing within the circle of his 
knowledge, from many caufes arifing put of 
the general government of the kingdom, of 
which he acknowledged himfelf an incompetent 
judge ; and alfo, from many others that were 
within his fphere, and were daily felt by him. 
He attributed, but methinks without fufficient 
grounds, this progrefs of depopulation to the 
cuftom followed by the Calabrians, of never 
marrying beyond the liniits of their own town- 
fliip, which he thought perpetuated defeds and 

diforders 
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diforders among thetnj and from a want of pro- 
per croffes in the breed, ended in barrenness 
and the extinction of families.- By thefe means, 
^\l the peafants of a village are nearly related^ 
The marriage-portion of a girl depends upon 
the wealth and numbers of the family, and ge- 
nerally coniifts of a piece of vineyard, or a 
fingle fruit-treq, 2^mong. which the mujb.erry 
holds the firft rank for honour and prpfit. 

The common mode of letting farms pf bara* 
pial or eccleiiaftical eftates throughout Calabria, 
is by a kafe of two years, with many claufes 
and reflriftions. Proprietors of land pf plebeian 
:i?ank extend the term to fix years, atni allo\y 
the tenant the liberty of cutting a ftipulated 
quantity of wood, ou condition of his fencing 
off an equal portion to fpring up again* 

The Barons are in general vei;y far fronx 
confideringthemfelvesas'the protedor^, the pOf 
litical fathers, of their vaffals; but encroach fo 
much on the commons and the cultivated 
Unrounds, for the fake of extending their chace, 

K 3 tha,e 
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^hat the peafants have neither room nor oppor-. 
tunity to raife fufficient food for their fupport ;.. 
they therefore fly to the mendicant and other 
orders of friars, and take the religious habit to 
^procure a fubfiftence. The father of a family, 
when prefled for the payment of taxes, and 
finking beneath the load of hunger and diftrefs, 
va alia viontagna, that is, retires to the woods, 
where he meets with fellow-fuflferers, turns 
fmuggler, and becomes by degrees an outlaw, 
a robber, and an aflaffin. 

However, matters are not yet in fo defperate 
a fituatlon, as to preclude all poflibility of re- 
ftoring thefe provinces to a ftate of opulence 
and populoufnefs. If government were more 
attentive to the general good than particular in- 
terefts; if juftice were adminiftered with more 
honefty and impartiality by the fuperior ma- 

giftrates, and lefs rapacioufnefs by the fubal- 

• * 

terns ; if taxes were more equally and judi- 
cioufly impofed, and more tenderly exadted ; if 
the aggrieved peafant had a refuge to fly to ia 

the 
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the day of opprefSon, thefe fertile countries 
might emerge froni their prefent ftate of defo- 
lation, and rich flourifliing towns might again 
rife along the now deferred Ihores. The women 
are endowed by nature with fufficient fecundity, 
and bring forth their offspring almofl: without 
a groan. It is a common thing for a woman, 
far gone with child, to go up to the forcft for 
fuel, and to be there furprifed with the pains of 
childbirth, perhaps haftened by her toil : Ihe 
is nowife difmayed at the folitude all around her, 
or the diftance from home, but delivers herfelf 
of the infant, which flie folds up in her apron, 
and, after a little reft, carries to her cottage^ 
It is a proverb, much in ufe in the neighbour- 
ing provinces, Che unaferva Calabrcfe piu ama 
far unfiglio che un bucatOy i. e. ^' A Calabrian 
*^ maid-fervanjt prefers the labo.ur of childbirth 
** to that of a walh." 

The Calabrians have fome very capridous 
notions deeply rooted in their minds. One is, 
that every child, whofe mother has been true 

K 4 ts 
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to her marriage-vow, muft neceffarily ref^mWe 
the father. It is no doubt an eafy matter to. 
pcrfuade a peafant, who feldom confiders the 
Hneaments of his face in a gla£s, that the fea* 
tures of the infant are miniature copies of his ; 
but if he were to become thoroughly convinced 
that no fuch refemblance exifted,; he would ne- 
ver be perfuaded to pardon his wife, or look 
upon the child in any other light than that of a. 
baftard. 

It is thought a reproach to have been fuckled 
by any but one^s own mother. This cafe fel- 
dom happens ; for the women recover with fo. 

* 

much eafe after lying-in, that few children arc 

expofed to the neceffity of fucking a flrange 

bread. 

They repofe great confidence in judgments, 

and expeft to fee every perfon that jeers at 

another's defeds, a^idled with the fame 5 but 

have a milder idea of the penalty attending 

paffionate oaths and hafty curfes : if the party 

offending repent, they fuppofe all danger is 

blown over, 

(nocula* 
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Inoculation has been attempted in one place 
only, near Reggio ; but from ill fuccefs m, 
fpme inftances, and the fuperftitlous averfion of 
the vulgar, thofe who have undergone the 
operation are held in utter contempt, and njarked, 
by fome opprobrious nickname. 

If a perfon dies in the fields by a violent or ^ 
accidental death, it is believed that his fpirit 
will appear in the fame place in white robes, 
^nd that the only way of laying it, is to fend 
out young boys to approach filently, and cover 
it with a volley of ftones. Not long ago a 
Pominican pricft, fitting in his white garment 
on a hill near Tropea, employed in taking a 
&etch of the country, was miftaken for the 
ghoft of an old mad woman who had dropt 
down dead fome time before on that identical 
fpot. The apparition brought out the youths 
of the neighbouring village, and the friar had 
his brains almofl: knocked out before he could 
convince the little exorcifl:s of their error *. 

* All thefe particulars have been fince confirmed to me 
by perfons whom I know to be well acquainted with the, 
fiate and manners of the country, 

SEC. 
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TH E territory of Rofeto produces olives, 
capers, corn, fafFron, and cotton* Good 
wine is faid to be made on the hills to the weft, 
tut my hpft was not aljle to procure me any 
that was palatable. He told me that the moun- 
tains abounded with very fin? oak-tiqiber, fit for 
Ibip-building, and that the woods were well 
flocked with game, which is a great annoyanpc 
to the farmers, whatever diverfion it may afford 
th? lan^lqr^, 

By th^ Roman law, ev^ry perfon was at U- 
berty to fiih and hunt on the lands of another, 
wlefg fo.rmally prohibited by the owner ; and, 
according to the Lombard inftitutions, no pe- 
nalty was incurred by trefpafs without proof of 
damage. In the kingdom of Naples, the Etxy- 
peror Frederick feems to be the firft that for- 
\»^Q nets and fnares, except when employed 

againft 
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^gainft bearsj wolves, and other noxious ani^ 
mals. His paffion for the chace didated this 
law, which has been revived by many of his 
fucceffors. It is a doubt among the Neapolitan 
lawyers, what right the Barons h^ve to an ex«» 
clufive chace in their manors, where they can- 
not fliew a precife grant in their invefliture, or 
plead immemorial poffeffion ; and it has been 
the praSice of the courts to difcountenance their 
pretenfions : much depends upon local cuftom. 
The ufe of guris is contrary to law, which the 
crown difpenfes with at a regular price. A li- 
cence for fowling In the plains of Naples with 
bird-calls cods ten carlines a yeaf ; in the plains 
and woods, twenty. four ; and fixty, with nets, 
in thefe and in the high lands. At a diftance 
from the capital, it is only five ; but the fportf- 
man is not allowed either calls or nets, nor to 
enter inclofures and referved baronial chaces, if 
walled in. Overtures have been made to admini- 
flration by feveral under-tenants for the purchafc 
9f a general leave of fliooting : but /l difference 
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in the price has prctvented an agreement. Th& 
Cacciatctr Maggiore of the realin being a great 
Baron^ we cannot be furprifed if he coincide in 
fentiment with his fellqw-nobles. and. in an 
ariftocratical monarchy, be defirous of ^xtend^ 
ing all reftridive laws ; fince we behold, in our 
Hod of liberal ideas and boafted freedom^ the 
country gentlemen eagerly bent upon curtailing 
the privileges, and thwarting the inclinations^ 
of the inferiqr clafs of citizens. 

Calabria U too hilly to admit of hunting ; alt 
game is brought down hy the gun, or taken in 
lite .net. The beft kii^d of fpaniel is the Bracca 
jhcafa, a ftrong dog of ^ black or deep brown 
colour, with a t^wny belly, and fpots over the 
eyes. It is fo excellent, that the king has take^ 
particular pains to increafe the breed. 

The lower parts of the mountains abound 
with theOrnus, or fmall-leaved flowering manna^ 
alh, whi9h grows fpontaneoufly and without 
any culture, except that the woodmen cut down 
all the ftro^g ftems that grow above the thick- 

nefsL 
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hefs of a man's leg. Towards the end of Juljr^ 
the gatherers of manna make an horizontal gaih^ 
inclining upwards, in the bole of the tree* Ai 
the liquor never oo^es out the firft day, anothei: 
cut is given on the fecond, and then the wood* 
man fixes the flalk of a maple-leaf in the upper 
wound, and the end of the leaf in the lower one, 
fo as to form & cup to receive the gum as it 
extils from each GslQu The old man told ihe, 
that vipers and martens were remarkably fond 
of manna. He had htmfelf frequently feen the 
little quadruped at the tree ; but never the rep» 
tile, though many of his acquaintance had,-^ 
The tyranny exercifed over the peafants, on 
account of this native production of their wil- 
tfemeffcs, ftands in the foremoft Itne of tlieir 
numberleifs and abominable grievances. . AU 
manna belongs to the King, who gives it m 
farm to a fet of contradlors. To gather it, a 
certain number of countrymen are furijilhcd 
by the feudatory, who receives five carlini for 
every man. During the feafotij which cbntmues 

about 
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about a month, thefe fellows are not allowed 
to abfent themfelves a fingle day, or under^takcj 
the leaft work of any other kind, however indiP 
penfable, for the prefer vation of their own littte 
private harveft. Their fcanty wages are a poor 
compenfation for this involuntary fervice. Their 
greedy employers give them only three car- 
lines * for every rotolo of manna ; which quan- 
tity, containing thirty-three ounces and a third, 
is fold for twenty-four' carlini and three quar- 
ters : if it be in tubular pieces, the price rijes 
one-third. The peafants are puniftied with the 
utmoft feverity, if detefted in burning, deftroy- 
ing, or damaging any of thefe trees, that caufe 
to them fo much vexation ; and are fent to 
prifon, if the fmalleft quantity of the juice be 
found in their houfes. They may eat as itiuch 
as they pleafe in the woods ; and mod of them 
take this phyfic once a year. 

* In the Salernitan diftrift, they pay the gatherers five 
carlini a rotolo. 

Some 
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Some time ago eight hundred poor laboure« 
of the province of Salerno, no longer able to 
fupport this oppreffive tafk, clubbed two carlini 
a-piece, and bribed a perfon of the court to 
prefent a memorial from them to the King, 
at Perfano ; but, whether their agent deceived, 
them, or the petition fliared the fate of fo many 
other petitions in all kingdoms, no manner of 
notice was taken of it ; and their flaviffi work 
returns every year, without any profped: of 
abolition or remittance. Indeed, throughout 
the realm, the fituation of the hufbandmen is 
truly deplorable ; every thing is excifed, and 
the modes of coUcdting wantonly cruel .and 
pernicious. All live animals in Calabria are 
taxed. Six carlini are paid for an ox, four 
grains for a Iheep ; it is therefore no wonder if 
the graziers be in indigence, if the cottagers 
keep no bead of any kind, and live' upon cafual 
and unfubftantial nutriment, inftead of milk, 
cheefe, and other wholefome diet, which the 
rich pafturage of the country ought to afford 

them 
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^em in as great abundance as that which th^ 
Flemings enjoy in their fat foil. 

Arable land here is ploughed four times : 
'the firft ih May. But the labour is in general 
jremifsly and languidly performed ^ and> inftead 
of laying down their fallows with hay-feeds^ 
clovei^ or any of thofe rich artificial grafleis 
which are fown in England to create fine mea- 
dows and paftures, the Calabrian farmer thinks 
be does his farm ample juftibe^ if he ceafes to 
plough it for two or three years, and leaves 
the good grafs, accidentally produced there, to 
make its way, as well as it can, through th& 
matted fibres of all manner of rank weeds* 
There is nothing to encourage the countryman 
to make any vigorous exertions, or try im^* 
•provements in agriculture ; which require both 
^greater capital and courage than he is poffefled 
of. He can forefee no amelioration in his 
fituation of life, from any efforts he can make : 
and woful experience has perhaps tatight him 
>ta apprehend, that an increafe of aftivity and 

produce 
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produce would . only draw oh his Ihouldcrs aa 
additional weight of taxes and oppreffion. 

r 

. I rofe before day, that I might have leifure 
to examine the fite of Sibaris, and reach Corig- 
liano before fuppcr ; as there was no tolerable 
lodging to be expedted Ihort of that place., 

We rode paft Trebifaccio, a very ill-built 
town, on a hill, and within fight of fonie others 
of no confequence, fituated on the right hand, 
upon little eminences prettily planted with olive 
and almond trees* One of them is called 
Amendolara, from the abundance of almonds ; 
and is remarkable for being the birth-place of 
Pomponius Lastus, a celebrated critic and hif- 
torian of the fifteenth century. The component 
parts of thefe hills are a calcareous tophus, with 
fea-ihells, and other foffile fubftances* The 
plains along the Ihore are very boggy, and in* 
tcrfefted by a great number of fmall rivulets, 
one jof which is ftrongly impregnated with ful- 
phur, and, as I was told, flows from fome 
J>aths among the hilU, The drier fpots pro- 
^^ Voi^ II. L duce 
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duce very rich crops of corn. Near the bankf 
of the Racanello, we met great droves of buffa- 
loes, belonging to the Duchefs of Cafiano : I 

» 

think the number of beaflsi exceeded a thou* 
land. Thefe rank, wet paftures are very proper 
for the breeding of this fpecies of horned cattle, 
which are of a heavy yet laborious difpolition, 
and delight in marihes. During j:he broiling 
heats of fummers they lay themfelves down in 
the water, and, leaving only the end of their 
nofes above the furface, defy the affaults of the 
myriads of infefts that fwarm in thefe low 
grounds. We repofed, during the middle of 
the day, on the flraw of the great barn. Caflanoi 
a fief of the Serra Aragona family, is an epif* 
copal city, about twelve miles from the fea : it 
has mineral waters, fulphureous baths, and a 
very fruitful territory. 

After dinner we croffed the river Sybaris^ 
now the Cofcilc, and entered ♦th^ peninfula 

^ 

formed by that xiver and the Crathis, where a 
few degraded fragments of aqueduAs and tombf 

indicate 
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indicate the fpot on which flood the city of Sy- . 
baris^ noted to a proverb in ancient hiftory for 
the luxury and effeminacy of its inhabitants. 

No pofition could havebeeh mor^ judicioufly 
chofen for commerce or agriculture, as long as 
an extenfive population and induftry kept the 
rivers under controul. Irrigation is, in fo dry 
acclimate, the life of hufbandry; but unlefs 
ftrong quays and embankments confine the wa- 
ters to their due courfe, and prevent their 
coming down upon the country at improper 
feafons and in fuperabundant quantities, ruin 
and peftilence, inftead of riches and health, are 
the neceflary confequences. Attention to the 
management of thefe two large ftreams ^nfured 
fertility to the lands, and deep, fafe channels 
for trading fleets. Many ages, alas ! have now 
revolved, fince Man inhabited thefe plains iii 
fufficicnt numbers to fecure falubrity. . The ri- 
vers have long rolled lawlefs and unreftraincd 
over thefe low defolate fields, Jeaviiig, as they 
ihriniL back to their beds, black P09IS and 

L z fiinking 
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ftinking fwamps to poifon the whole region, ahd 
drive mankind ftill farther from its ancient pof* 
feffions. Nothing in reality remains of Sybaris,, 
which once gave law to four nations, reckoned 
twenty-five cities among its fubje<9:s, and could 
mufter three hundred thoufand fighting men^ 
I do not think any remnants, now to be feen^ 
^ate fo far back as the old Sybaritan republic *-^ 
Sybaris was one of the moft ancient of the 
fettlements formed by the Greeks on the Ita-^ 
liart Ihore. The natural richnefs of its foil 
encouraged agriculture, which produced abun- 
dance of articles of commerce ; and the conve- 
nience of the fituation, between two confiderable 
rivers, naturally led to a great exportation.— 
From thefe fources wealth flowed copioufly into 
the ftate, and with it brought fuch luxury and 
degeneracy of manners, as have excited theafto- 

* The materials of the ruins being brick, argue Roman 
rather than Grecian workmanihip. I never met with 
bricks, in any undoubted Greek ruin, throughout Magna 
Graecia^or Sicily, 

nifhment 
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nSflimcnt and indignation of all ancient writers. 
Many anecdotes are told us of the foft Syba- 
rites ; fome fcarcely credible, and all tending to ' 
ihew how miwh that people facrificed every 
oonflderation to the enjoyment of the prefent 
moment^ and how eafy a conqueft they afforded' 
their more needy and warlike neighbours. But 
Sybaris, before its hour of misfortune, had 
numbered many of glory and dominion. It^ 
had founded the city of Paeftuna on the Tyrrhene 
iiea ; its armies had been numerous and fbrmid*^ 
able ; its authority refpedted over a large range 
of country ; and the wifdomof its councils ad- 
mired by the furrounding nations. The walls 
6{ the capital inclofed a fpace of fix miles and 
a half, and its fuburbs extended near feven 
miles along the Crathis. What a noble fight ^ 
what beauties this country muft have difplayed, 
when the. impetlious torrents were kept under 
command, and only let off cautioufly and regu- 
larly, to convey frefhnefs and fertility to the 
well-tilled thirfly fields !^r-when the banks of 
* -• JL 3 the 
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the river were adorned with warehoufcs, whexcia 
the merchant depofited his riches! and with 
elegant villas^ and perfumed gardens^ whither 
he retired to enjoy the fruits of his induftry !— • 
when its fpacious plains teemed with harveflsj 
that, according to the teftimony of Varro, fc- 
paid the hufbandman an hundred fold, and an* 
Dually loaded large fleets of veflels that crowded 
the mouths of its rivers ! 

After retracing all thefe circumfi^nces in 1^/ 
mitid, I looked round me, and could not help 
thinking myfelf in a dream, or that the hiftorjans 
miift have been dreaming, when they wrote of 
Sybaris. Seventy days^ as Strabo fays, fufficed 
to deftroy all this grandeur and profperity. Five 
hundred and feventy-two years before the Chrif* 
tian aera, the Crotoniates, under their famous 
Athleta Milo, defeated the Sybarites in a pitched 
battle, broke down the dams that k^pt out the 
Crathis, and let the furious ftream into tha 
^own, where it foon overturned and fwept away 
every building of ufe or ornament. The inha- 

/ bitants^ 
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bitants were maffacred without mercy; and 
the few that efcaped the flaughter^ and at« 
tempted to reftore their city^ were cut to pieces 
by a colony of Athenians, who afterwards re*, 
moved to fome diftancci and founded Thu« 
l?itini *. The coins of Sybaris are among the 
moft ancient known ; being of the fort called 
Imtffi, u c. convex on one fide, and concave on 
the reverfe. They bear a Bull, which I take 
to be an emblem of their fubdued river, fo long 
their friend and purveyor, but in the end an 
inftrument of their deftruftion. The great works 
undertaken to drive back its waters, are proba* 
bly expreffcd by the head of the animal being 
turned back on its Ihoulder ^. 

I have 

* Modern authors place it at Terra Nova, four milea 
lip the riv^r j^ but Livy faye exprefsly it was on the fea- 
fliore. 

t Nummi Sybaritarum. 
ARG* I. Tauru9 flans retroflexo capite YMr;: Altera pars 
incuifa* 

t^ Ca|i.P^alladisr:Tauni8£YBA, 

fc 4 J. Taurur 
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I have often wondered why the moft outra— * 
geous barbarians, the moft blood-thirfty con-^ 
querors, have found more favour at the hands 
both of their contemporaries and of pofterity, 
than the foft indolent Sybarites, who feem to 
have done harm to nobody, and whofe faults 
originated in the afBuent fiate of their afiairs, 
and the mild temperature of their climate, ra- 
ther than in any mifchievousbent of charader; 
I fufpedt this virulence of abufe fprang from 
the defire their enemies, and the partifans of 
thofe enemies, had, of giving a plaufible excufe 
for the cruelty with which the Sybarites were 
treated ; perhaps alfo from a fpirit of envy at 
their etijoyments ; . or from the comrpon cha- 
tafler, of philofophical declamations. Thefe 
being the produdion of a fet of m'^n of gceat 
poverty, four tempers, auftere morals, and . 
much polemical irafcibility, were more fre- 

3. TaurusnVas incuflbm. 

4, Taurus— Qnatuor Glob, MY, 

* 

^R. I. Taurus cap. reflexoTM=:Incuiras. .^ 
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quently employed to lafli the indulging volupi 
tuary, than the bloody tyrant or ferocious ra* 
viiher ; efpecially as there was more danger iii 
an attack upon the latter. Were the cafe 
otherwife, how ihould we account for theif 
fplcen againft thefe Epicures? for whatcom^ 
parifon is there between the culpability of i 
wealthy citizen^ 'revelling in love and wine, 
pampered up with high-feafoned viands and de^ 
licious liquorsj repofing in eafy carriages and 
beds of down; and .the guilt of an exterminate 
ing conqueror^ who embrues his hands in the 
blood of thofe half-flumbering debauchees, that 
4ie may pofiefs himfelf of their fpoils, and per^ 
haps, in time, add their vices to his own native 
cruelty ? Hiftorians and orators, of all ages; 
liave been guilty of this partiality. . For my 
part, I cannot help feeling a degree of pity fo^ 
the hard fate of the Sybarites, to whom we are 
Indebted for the difcovery of many moft ufeful 
pieces of chamber and kitchen furniture. They 
appear to hav^ been a people of great tafte, ancl 

to 
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to hsive i€t the fafliion^ }n point of drefs, 
throughout Greece. {Xheir eooki^ embroiderers^ 
Itnd confedioners were famous over ^U the poUtf 
world I and we may Aippofe their riding maf* 
ters did not enjoy a lefs brilliant reputation^ 
£nce wd are told of their having taught their 
' horfes to dance to a particular tunet AkiHs i^ 
Sybari^ pafles for being th^ inventor of fablet 
or dialogues^ in which the ifpeakera ^re all ra- 
lional beings y^-^9 prototype of the Drama ; 
whereas u^fop and others h;id put their mora** 
|ity into the mouths of animals only. 

After the deftruAion of Sybaris, Thuriutu 
becaooe a eonfiderable ilate under the difciplin^ 
^ Charondas^ who died a mattyr to the fpiril 
of his own laws. Having fixed the pain iA 
death upon any citizen that ihould enter the 
feQate-houfe armed^ and being reminded that in 
his hurry he had brought a fword with him into 
the afiembly^ he immediately plunged it into his 
breafty and fealed his decree with his own blood* 
Thurium fiouriOied long even under the domir 

nioa 
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tik>ti of Rome, till falling to decay^ k wa« 
judged expedient to fend a colony thither | 
^ter which event h Aflumed the name of 
Gopia *. ' 

^ Nummi Thurinorum# 

AUR. !• Cap. Palladis cum pionfiro marmOt;;iTaHni9 

♦ 

eoYPinN, 

ARC X. Cap. Pall.— Tauru$ coraupcta. pifcis eoTPinN; 
2* Cap. Pallad. elamm.r:Taiiru8 comiip. viS. fw* 

pervol. cor. impoa. oarpiONV 
j« Cap. Pall. laurusTauniB gradicnSi ^iicit-i» 

eoTPinN. 
4* Cap. Pall.=:Semiho8 O. 
JERs I. Cap. Pall. gaUzzTaiinis com. pifcis dOYPUUC 

2. Cap. Apoll,r:Tripu8 GOYPinN, 
3* Cap. Apoll.=:Lyra OOYPinN. 

« 

4. Cap.'^ imb. diad.^Honio nud* iltiifl KAIdlif 
eOTPIfiN, 

Numml Copienfium. 
^R. z. Cap* Fallad. 4 globuli.i:Coraucopiae 4 glob* 

COIXIA, ' 

2» Cap. Herculis 3 glob.r:Corauc. 3 glob. !<• 
CAIO COPIA. 

3. Cap. Mercurii pcta{at.=;CQrnuct 3 glob. Qs.P. C 

COPIA. 

Herodotus^ 
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* Herodotus, the . father of hiftory, died at? 
Thurium. Auguftus Casfar was nicknamed 
Thurinus in his youth, either from his fathcr's^ 
haying governed this province, or from* his fa- 
mily's deriving its origin from hence* 

Suetonius made Adrian a prefent of a (tatuc^ 
of AuguftuSj^ with this i\ame infcribed on th? 
bafe. Cicero and Antony both reproached him 
Viith the lowiiefs of his origin, and aflerted 
that kh father, the firft of the race w^o had 
attained any honours in the republic, was, in 
the beginning, no bdtter than a money-fcrJvener ; 
yet it is the common opinion, that this fortu- 
nate heir of Julius Calar fprang fi;om. a ricl^ 
^ueftrian family o( VeletrL ^ 
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SECTION XXXIX. 



WE ferried over the Crati, a fine broaj 
river, clear and rapid. The ancients 
were of opinion, that its waters were medicinal, 
and had the faculty of tinging, of a fair or 
yellow colour, the hair of all who drank theni 
conftai\tly ; and that thofe of the Sybaris turned 
it black. They deemed it imprudent to drive 
cattle to drink at the Sybaris, as the water was 
apt to excite dangerous fneezings and convul« 
iions, being ftrongly impregnated with mephitic 
gas. 

' For the next three miles, our evening ride 
was up a mod beautiful (loping hill, thickly 
planted with orange, lemon, citron, olive, al* 
jnond, and other fruit-trees, which, by their 
cOHtrafted fhades of green, and the variety o£ 
f heir iize and ihape, compofed one of the richeft 
profpefts I ever beheld^ even in Italy, that 

country 
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tountry of enchanting landfcape. I was tn* 
raptured with the beautiful fcene, and almoft 
intoxicated with perfumes; The river Crati 
iflues out of a chafni in the chain of mountains^ 
forcing its boiiterous way to the Ionian fea^ 
which^ though four miles from the place where 
I ftood, appeared^ in that bright atmofphere^ 
to lie clofe to the foot of the hill, juft edged 
with a flip of verdant padure. The little town 
4£ Corigliano rifes boldly on the peak of the 
nchly-clothed knoll, lik*e the watch-tower and 
lafeguard of all thefe natural treafures. It is a 
dutchy belonging to the Saluzzi, a Genoefe 
family, which has been for fome years pad an* 
nexed to the Seggio or ward of Porto at Naples* 
The buildings are rather better than thofe of the 
ether Calabrian itowns I had pafled near, and 
contain about eight thoufand inhabitants, who 
have an appearance of extreme poverty, and, 
fike Tantalus^ ftarve in the midft of plenty^ 
thotigli their lord has the reputation of being 
Me of the moft huoiane, as well as opulent, 
* feada* 
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feudatories in the province. He has taken Ibme 
pains to promote agricultiire^ and the breeding 
of horfes and cattle ; but his fuccefs has hitherto 
been inconfidcrable» j 

"It was a pleaiing and refrelhing circumfiancd 
to meet whole droves of mules aad afles ladea 

* 

with orasges juft plucked. They were canying 
tfaem to the fca flxoie, to be embarked, in fmall 
boats for Taranto and Gallipoli. The evening 
fea-breeze, ftrongly fcenrcd with the grateful 
effluvia, fanned me fo delightfully^ that with 
reluftance I entered the town, where 1 fotnid 
the inn a very pitiful one, and infcfted with* 
fuch difagreeable odours, as formed a woeful 
contraft with the perfumed air I had lately 
bresithed. I never ^ entered a Venta in Spaia 
that was not preferable to this, for fmell, clea&- 
linefs, and provifions. The route given me at 
Naples having made no mention of Corigliano 
^s a flecping-ftage, I came, without any lettefj^ 
to the Duke's agent, and therefore was refufed 
a bed in his maniion. Upon this denial, I took 

up. 
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lip my lodging at the boufe of a dealer in oil^ 
The mafter was abfent, and we faw nobody but 

« 

p old woman fervant : the reft of the family 
kept themfelves locked up, I was fo ill ac- 
commodated^ that^ as fbon as it was poffil^^e 
next morning to get ready,! I rode down to the- 
plains through a moft delightful country, which 
I cannot pretend to defcribe in a manner to do 
it juflice. On every fide, fruits and flowers 
rofe in clutters, frelhened by the morning air ; 
the round heads of the orange-trees glowed with 
the rays of the fun that was juft rifing, and 
parting his beams along the furface of the fea ; 
the whole neighbourhood was enlivened by 
crowds of men and women finging as they de- 
fcended the hill to their daily labour. Every pro- 
duftion here is in the higheft perfedtion it can 
poffibly attain when unaflifted by art. The 
hulbandry of this province is flovenly, and the 
ikill in gardening very fuperficiaL Both betray 
a want of emulatbn and intelligence. Climate 

and foil do more than half the work, and the 

hand 
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hand of difpirited man is fluggifhl/ applied tol 
the tafk; partial Nature empties the horn of 
plenty on his head, but from many fatal caufes^ 
her bounty contributes little to his welfare; 
whilft we fee, in more northern and lefs happy^ 
regions, the aftive enterprifing labourer able to 
extort favours from her, and, with the.leaft 
gawdy of her riches, raife himfelf to comfort- 

and independence. 

»• 

The road in the plain is very plcafant, under 
the ihade of olive-trees or evergreen oaks, and 
through many trafts of very fine corn-fields; 
but at the end of fix miles, it grows ftony, 
fteep, and rough, up to the very gates of Rof- 
fano, which ftands in a hollow, furrounded by 
fertile hills. There is nothing in this archiepif- 
copal city that claims much notice ; the build- 
ings are mean, the ftreets vilely paved and 
contrived. The number of inhabitants does not 
exceed fix thoufand, who fubfift by the fale of 
their oil, the principal objedl of their attention. 

Vol. II. M though 
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though the territory produces a great deal of 
good wine and corn* 

The lower parts of the hills that encircle this 
town are compofed of Breccia^ or pebbles^ paro- 
tides of marcafites^ mica, and Iead> united 
together by means of a red bolar earth. There 
is no regularity in the ftrata, nor appearance of 
any gradual fubfidence ; the upper parts are a 
tophus full of petrified pedinites, and other 
exuvis, of which the analogous ihell-fiib ^1 
cxifls in thefe feas. From the numerous frag- 
ments of lead, and fome bits of filver ore pick- 
ed up in the torrents, I conjecture that the 
mountains to the weflward contain mines of 
thofe metals ; though I have been affured by a 
judicious mineralogift of this country, that the 
accounts given by many writers of the Gala- 
brian mines are vague exaggerations, and that 
nothing has yet been difcovered but (lender 
veins of ore, not likely to turn to any account ia 
the working* 

Roflano 
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ll6ffano probably owes its origin to the 
Roman Emperors, who corifidercd it as a poft 
equally valuable for ftrength and convenience 
of traffick. The Marfans, a family of French 
cxtraftion, pofleffed this territory, with the title 
of Prince, from the time of Charles the Second 
to that of Alphonfus the Second, when the laft 
male heir was, by that Prince's order, put to 
death in Ifchia^ where he was confined for 
treafon*. 

Rofiano 

* Thh illuftiious H6\ifc pofleffed extenfive domains in 
almoft every province, and made that ufe of their power 
and wealthy which is but too cominon in kingdoms dif-* 
traded by civil diffentions and litigated titles. The Mar« 
fans were principals in all difturbanceSy and took an a^ve 
' part in every commotion. Of thefe Princes, the moft po- 
tent was Marino, long the inveterate foe, but finally the 
dupe, of Ferdinand the Firft ; a King who wa^ far from 
being fcrupulous in the means he employed to over-reach 
his enemies, or to rid himfelf of them when once in his 
power. In his treatment of Marino, the law of retaliation 
feems to plead his excufe, as that giddy nobleman had, 
foRie time before his ruin, enticed the King to a confer- 

M a ence 
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* RoiTano afterwards belonged to Bona^ Queetl 
of Poland^ in right of her mother lfabelia> 
daughter to Alphonfus the Second^ and at her 
deceafe returned to the Crown* It was next in 
the pofleffion of the Aldobrandini^ from whom 
the Borghefi inherited it. 

ft 

So late as the fixteenth century, the inhaln« 
tants of this city fpoke the Greek language, and 
followed the rite of thfe Eaftera church* Here 
was formerly the mod celebrated rendezvous of 
Bafillan monks in Magna Grsecia. Of that body, 
the moft confpicuous member was Nilus, a 
faint of a very extraordinary character; for^ 
during his whole life, he^perfifled in refufing 
donations of lands, rents, and tenements, though 

cncc near Tcano, and there attempted to murder him. 
The plan failed in the execution, from the confternatioQ 
and cowardice of the confpirators. Marfan was kept 
twenty-five years in prifon ; and then, to complete the 
extermination of the whole rebellious baronage, was, with 
many other noblemen, fecretly executed, his fortunes for 
ever loft, and his family annihilated. 

he 
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4&e was the founder of many monafteries* Do- 
minichino^ by bis admirable frefco paintings in 
the church of Grotta Ferrata, near Rome^ has 
made his legend more familiar to the dilettanti, 
than it is to the common run of devotees ; for this 
faint, being a Greek, is in no very high repute 
in the Latin rubrick : the numerous founders and 
reformers of orders in fubfequent times have v 
cngroffed to themfclves almoft the whole ftock 
of homage; and I believe very few Romans 
ever heard his name, though he died in their 
neighbourhood. The Greek monks were the 
prefervers of books and literature in |be fouth 
of Italy ; for the Lombards defpifed and neg- 
leded the fciences. Charles the Bald invited 
learned men from Greece to inftruQ: his fub- 
jefts, and revive a tafte for learning among 
them# Thefe pricfts opened, in the convent 
of St. Nicholas, near Otranto, a famous fchool, 
to which great numbers of fludents flocked, 
?pd received inftruftion gratig. The monaftery 

M 3 even 
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even fupported thofe fcholars. that wanted the- 
means of providing for their own maintenance. 
The aufterity of life and profound learning of the 
Bafilian Cenobites^ gained them the efteem of 
princes and people, and procured them efta-. 
blilhnients in the kingdom to the 'numb.er of 
five hundred. They maintained their ground ta 
the fixteenth century, uCng the Greek idiom^ 
but the Latin rite* 

Fope John the Seventhj who was chofen in 
705, was a native of Roilano. Theologians; 
blame him for his weaknefs, in yielding too 
much to the requefts of the Emperor and thp. 
Eaftern prelates. 
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SECTION XL. 

MY flay at Roflano was very Ihort ; as the 
guide was eager to fet out^ left we ihould 
be benighted before we reached Cariati^ between 
which plaoe and Romano he aflured me we Ihould 
find very indifferent accommodations^ We rode 
all the afternoon in a mbft beautiful vale^^ qu\^ 
tivate^ with great neatnefs^ and abounding with 
pulfif^ and vegetables of yarious forts. We 
pafled feveral rivujets that wnter and fertilize 
thefe fields. The Trionto alone * defervesi the 
B^me of riyer^ though not % navigable one^^ as 
fome geographers ftyle it. One of our hprfes 
falling lame, we were obliged to take up bur 
j^bode for the night %t Mirti, a fingle ho.uff;, or 
Fondacot, This inn was better than I expe&ed^ 
f^nd the hoft very pivil. He earneftly. recoin.T 

♦ Anciently the Traeis. 

M 4 snended 
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mended to the fervants to leave nothing out of 
doors^ as there was an encampment of Zingari, 
or gypfieSy in the neighbouring fields^ who 
would lay their hands upon any part of the 
baggage that was not watched with (Irifi: at* 
tention* Hts caution led me to an enquiry into 
the {late of this flrange tribe of vagabondsi of 
whom I had feen great numbers in Spain.' The 
refult of his accounts, combined witb tbofe I 
iiave received from other hands, is as follows : 

The gypAes of Calabria do not contrad: al« 
liances with any other clafs of inhabitants^ but 
marry among themfelves. It is not poffible to 
fay where they reiide, as they have no fixed 
habitation, confequently pofTefs neither houfe 
nor land ; but wherever they think proper te 
make any flay, pitch their tents. They fup« 
port life by the profits of little handicrafts^ but 
more by thofe of fwoppihg afies and horfes^ 
which they will do for the fmallefl trifle te 
boot ; nay, one has been known to truck his afs 
with another for a glafs of wine. They gene- 
rally 
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rally ^work b iron, and make trivets, knittings 
needles, bodkins, and fuch baubles. Their 
drefs is extremely fcabby, they fliave their 
chins, but indulge a great length of hair, whick 
they feldom difturb with either comb or fciflars^ 
As to their religion, it is a fecret they keep 
locked up inj their own breafts. They feem to 
have no great veneration for the Virgin Mary j 
but are fuppofed to believe in Chrift. All the 
proof we have of their belief depends upon apr 
pearance, and an occafional conformity to the 
ceremonies 6f the Roman Catholic Church ia 
marriage, burials, &c; ; but if the priefts ftart 
any difficulties, they manage the matter without 
interference, and perform the fundions accord^ 
ing to their own cuftoms j which in many points 
refemble thofe of the Heathens, At their wed- 
dings they carry torches, and have paranymph* 
to givp the bride away, with many other unu-» 
fual rites. It is in reality alnK>(l; an abfurdity toi 
talk of the religion of a fet of people whofe 
sskoral charter is fo depraved, as to make it 

evident 
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evident they believe in nothing capable of being 
^ ^he^k upon their paffions. They are univer* 
Ikliy accounted to be pilferers^ cheats^ faiths 
Ufsy ihamelefs^ and abandoned to all manner of 
difiblutenefs. The foUowbg anecdote will ihew 
how little they are under the control of mo^ 
deity, or fear of Ihame. A gang of gypfies 
^embled at the fair of Marfico Nuovo^ with 
an intention of robbing the ihops^ for whicji 
purpofe a proper number of them were difperfed 
ih the throng. To draw ofF the merchants by 
ibmc very extraordinary hicitement to curiofity» 
vras the next point to be confidcred ; and with 
this view they adopted an expedient that would 
iiave ihocked the moft hardened libertme. Some 
of their men and women went into the adjaceht 
fields^ and there proceeded to fuch indecent li- 
berties, as foon brought moft of the people of 
the fair about them, and kft tbeir> fhaps a pjey 
to the confederate thieves. 

Contrads and plighting of faith are by them 
efteemed mere empty forms ; and whenever the 

breach 
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breach promifes more advantage than the obferv^ 
ance^ they never hefitate a moment. No cheats 
can be more artful or impudent. When they 
bring their afles to fale^they prick their ihoulden 
with very fmall needles fet in a piece of cork, 
which makes the poor animals bound like deer* 
The unfufpeding chapman thinks he buys the 
fleeteft of beafts^ and perhaps finds, upon trial, 
that he has purchafed a dull, rellive, fdundered 
grizel. The gypfies have a way of throwing 
down the mules and afles they wiih to buy, 
and thereby depreciating their merit *• They 
tell fortunes, and play juggling tricks, as they 
do in all other countries where they are tolerated. 
In 1560, they were banilhed the kingdom as 
thieves, cheats^ and fpies for the Turks. In 
1569, and 1585, the order was renewed, but^ 
not being enforced, had little effeft. 

* When they travel through a country where herds of 
horfes and aiTes are f^fifered to wander without a keeper,, 
they fteal them, by cafting over their necks a ball of lead 
fattened t6 a thong, 

A gypfy 
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A gypfy bring brought to trial for larcenf, 
^declared. That hU law aHowed hiiYi to take 
from others as much every day as fuSig^d for 
lib miunteiiance. Thefe people make ufe of 
two languages^ one Calabrian^ with a foreign 
accent and proaunciatioD ; the other^ a peculu»r 
0Ot of their own; which^ in founds feemsto 
|»ear a great affinity to the Oriental tongues^ 
and is fpoken wheQ they have fecreti^ to impart 
to each other* 

One of the mod bteliigent of the crew being^ 
^ed^ Why his nation was a wandering one ? 
replied^ That they cannot remain in a place 
above a few days without being over-nm with 
lice. This propenfity to breed vermin proceed$ 
from their exceffive filthinefs. They fleep like 
dogs in a kennel, huddled altogether, men, 
women, and children, taking up no more room 
afleep than if they were dead and buried, which 
crowding muft caufe a heat and fermentation 
.extremely favourable to the multiplication of 
naufeous infe&s. 

' On 
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On the loth of May we travelled along the 
fcore, ^ having high land on our right. The 
numbcrlefs beds of torrents, which we were ob- 
liged to crofs, made the road very onpiealant; 
The firft place we came to was Cariati, a prin* 
cipality belonging, to the Spinelli, one of the 
moll opulent feudatory families, divided into 
fcveral branches, and pofleffed of very capital 
fiefs in Calabria*. This city is fmall, and 
thinly inhabited, on account of the weaknefs of 
its fituation, and dread of the Turks, who, be- 
fore a treaty was concluded with the Porte, 
were continually ravaging this coaft. Its ca- 

*" This family came from Somraa, and is not mentioned 
in the chronicles before the year 1224. The man who 
laid the foundation of this wealth was John Baptid Spi- 
adlif coflfervator of the royal patrixnony under Ferdinand 
the Cathoiic* to whom he recommended himfelf by the rr* 
gilance with which he watched the motions of the Viceroy 
Gonfalvo de Cordova. Ferdinand, on his arrival at Na» 
plesy diftinguifhed John very much^.and gave, or enabled 
him to purchafe, Cariati and other confiderable efiatet » 
fince augmented by the prudence of his defcendants. 

thedral 
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thcdral is a very, heavy Gothic ftrudure, dedi- 
cated to St. Peter, and the only pariih. The 
furrounding hills are gay^ and pleafingly co* 
vered with fruit-trees ; the woods behind them 
produce manna of excellent quality ; much 
Turkey wheat is cultivated in the lands below, 
and . extenlive paHures afford luxuriant and 
wholefome fuftenance to a great flock of oxen^ 
buffaloes, iheep^ goats, and fwine. In Calabria^ 
all the oxen are white^ l^^g^^ and long-horned^ 
except thofe of the red breed, which have been 
introduced from Sicily by the Princes of Cariati 
and Geraci. I never faw buffaloes of any colour 
but black ; and mod of the goats, flieep, and 
hogs are of that hue. The laft fpecies have no 
hair, but are as fleek in the hide as an elephant. 
This country abounds with game of the leffer 
feathered tribes, fuch as doves, quails, and 
other birds of paffage. Dormice are here ac« 
counted delicate game, as they were in ancient 
Rome, where they were kept in warrens, and 
fatted for the tables of the moft refined epicures.. 

The 
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The hair of thefe animals is here more generally 
grey than rulTet. They are fmoked out of 
their nefls in hollow trees> and caught with 
iharp hooks. Their ikins make very fine lea- 
ther. — ^The fea of Cariati abounds with filh. At 
a place called Terra Yecchia^ eaft of the city^ 
are the flight remains of Paternum. 

After dinner, we travelled four miles through 
arable lands of a ftrong clayey foil, where the 
courfe of hufbandry is, to take a crop of wheat, 
and then to leave the field fallow two years for 
pafturage. We afterwards croffed hilly olive- 
grounds, covered with loofe ftgnes, under which, 
I. found fome flrata of compact grindftone, and 
lumps of whetftone, of a good quality. At 
the foot of thefe hills runs the Aquanile, which^ 
both from name and pofition, I take to be 
the Hylias, anciently the limit between Sybaris 
and Croton. On its banks the CrotoniatQs 
gained the viftory which made them mailers of 
the Sybaritan territory. They were led to battle 
by Milo the wreftler, equipped like Hercules, 

with 
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With club and lion's ikin, and crowned with 
the prize-wreathes he had won at the Olympic 
games. 

My intention was to have flcpt at the town 
of Ciro^ which feems to ftand on the fice of 
Crimifla^ a city founded by Philoftctes, the 
friend^ and^ to his coil, the heir of Hercules. 
But being alTufed that I ihould meet with 
neither accommodations nor provifions at that 
place^ I preferred remaining below in the plain^ 
at a fingle houfe^ where my apartment was 
none of the beft ; but I had fcen worfe ; and 
the civility of the people made amends for in- 
convenienecs. Giro is [a very poor place, con- 
taining about fix thoufand inhabitants ; it be* 
longs to Spinelli, Prince of Tarfia, who mono- 
polizes all the filk made by his vaflals. The 
territory produces alfo very fine oil and com, 
execrable wine, but good water. This town, 
though by no means in an unhealthy fituation, 
affords a livelihood tp fix doftors in phyfick. 

The 
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The evening was mild and dill ; I fpent it in 
a folitary walk along the beach of Cape AlicCj 
the moft eaftern point of the Calabrian coaft, 
except the Laclnian or Crotoniaii promontory. 
It was famous for a temple of Apollo Halyus, 
of which I could not difcover the fmalleft vef- 
tige ; the waves of the fea having covered, or 
the hand of man removed, every ftone of it» 
During fupper, the keeper, of the neigh- 
bouring watch-tower came to pay me a vi- 
fit. A glafs or two of wine reftored that 
liberty to his tongue which refpeift had re- 
flrained ; and,* after endeavouring to imprefs me 
with a high idea of his courage, and the havock 
he would make with his fingle gun in an armjr 
of Algerincs, he entertained me with fevcral 
anecdotes of his brother- warders ; one of which 
I noted for its Angularity. Part of the crew 
of a Barbary veffcl had landed near a maritime 
tower, mth ati intent of plundering a village on 
Vol. It. N the 
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the coaft; when their progrefs was impeded, 
and their fury diverted, by the watchman's 
Ihooting their Reys through the head from the 
t)attlements« The Infidels flew to the foot of 
the tower, and attacked it with great fury. In 
fpite of the fire and other efforts of the defender, 
they had almofl reached the top ; when the 
poor Calabrian, finding his ammunition gone, 
apd bis cafe defperate, bethought himfelf of a 
fingular engine of defence. He fnatched up 
-jTome bee-hives that flood on the platform, and, 
running round the parapet, fhook out the angry 
infeds upon the affailants ; who, ' flung to the 
quick, and terrified with this incomprehenfible^ 
miraculous attack, were glad to relinquifh the 
fcalado, and plunge into the water/ to deliver' 
themfelves from their cruel antagonifls. It is 
not every warder that can flrike out fuch re- 
fources in generalfhip ; and without them his 
pofl is fcarcely tenable ; for the towers are but 
indifferently conftruftcd, or provided for refift- 

ance : 
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ance : they are fquare and bulky, and not very 
lofty. The door is about half-way up, with a 
ladder, which is taken in at night ; over this is 
a terrace, on which is placed a cannon, more 
for the purpofe of alarming, the coaft, than 
(inking the boats of an enemy. I was told at 
Rome, by an infpedtor of thefe forts, that, an 
the courfe of his viiitation, he came, once to a 
tower, where the guard, in anfwer to the ufual 
queries concerning his ikill and care of the artil- 
lery, led him into the room under the battery, 
and pointing to a packthread (teeped in brim- 
flone, that hung through a crevice in the cieiing 
from the touch-hole of the cannon, informed 
him, that he had found out that to be> the 
fafeft and moft expeditious method of difcharg- 
ing the piece. 



N 2 SECi 
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SECTION XLI. 



TH E next day we arrived at Cotrone for 
dinner ; having baited in the plain bdow 
Strongoli, a city on a rugged mountain, fup- 
pofcd to be the ancient Petelia ♦• Philodtetes 
firft fettled a colony at Petelia, which after- 
wards became the capital of the Lucaniaiis, 
smd made a confpicuous figure, in the fecond 

* Nummi Petelioorum. 
i£R. I. Cap. barb. galeat.zzVi^oria gradiens d. coroB* 

nETHAINflN. 

2. Cap. imb, rad.zrTripus. T, nETHAlNflN, 

3. Cap. mul. velat.=rjupiter fulminans IIETHAI* 

4. Cap. Jovisrrjup. fulm. tripus nETHAINHN* 

5. Cap. Jovis.ziFulmen. T. HETHAINnN. 

6. Cap. ApoU.zrFigura mulieb* grad. d. (^I* 

llETHAiNnN. duo glob. 

7. Cap. HerculisssClava llETHAlNnN* 

8. Cap. inuU=:Cani8, nETHAINHN. 

Funic 



JOURNEY TO llE6GI0» iSt 

Bunic war, by its obftinate refiftance to Hao* 
ntbal. Marcellus^ the illuftrious rival of that 
hero^ perifhed in a ikirmiih near its walls. 
S.trongpli belongs to a Pignatelli, who keeps a 
large ftud of hprfes in the wafte lands near thp 
fea. The Calabrian horfcs are pretty, fpiritcd, 
and brilliant in their ^motionis, but in general 
low, and feldom free from vice. I know by 
experience that they can go through feverc 
fatigue, having rode 9 fmall one, in hot wea- 
tber, five fucce0ive days, at the rate of fifty 
miles a day. This breed is not attended to 
with all the care it deferves ; for the prohibition 
Qf exportation renders the owners much more 
indiflFerent about the perfedtion of their horfes 
than they would be, if there were a demand 
from other countries, and a briflc fale allowed,' 
to excite their emulation. Another caufe of 
negled: lie3 in the exceffive badnefs of the roads 
ID this mountainous country, where mules, being 
much more hardy and enduring, are fitter for 
fevviQ?^ and confequently mpre marketable. 

N i They ' 
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They carry upwards of three cantara through 
the moft difficult, dangerous ways imaginable^ 
without ftumbling— The Barons have no exclu* 
five feudal right to breed horfes^ though fome 
of them arrogate to themfelves a monopoly by 
violence. We pafled the Nieto ** in a boat. 
The air is unwholefome on the banks of this 
river^ which divides the two Calabrias ; but 
the herbage muft be incomparable, if I may 
judge from the delicacy and fweetnefs of the 
milk and cream cheefes, for which this canton 
is renowned. 

Cotrone has fucceeded to the Greek city of 
Croton, but does not coyer tfhe fame extent of 
ground. I was aflured that in fummer this cli- 
mate is unhealthy ; a misfortune thsft cannot 
proceed from local caufes ; for the falubrity of 
Croton was famous to a proverb among the an- 
cients. The Efarp, which flowed through the 
very centre of the old town, now runs in a 

* Anciently Ncath^«. 

iballow 

v 
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ihallow fiony bed^ at a confiderable diilance 
north of the gates. 

Gre%t works have been conftru&ed, in the 
prefent reign, to form a harbour for this town. 
Time will fliew whether the exertions of minify' 
try have been direfted by Ikill and judgment ; 
and whether the obftaclcs, that heretofore pre- 
vented veffels from riding in fafety before Co- 
trone, have beeniufficiently removed and guard- 
ed againft for the future. The entrance of the 
new haven is open to the north and north-eaft 
winds ; po}ijt$ of the compafs from which very 
boifterous blafts ruih down the Adriatic^ acrofs 
the Tarentine gulph, though perhaps lefs tre-^ 
tnendous than the Scirocco and foutherly winds* 
As the hiUs and proje<ftion of the capes proteA 
Cotrone from Aorms on the fouth quarter^ I 
am furprifed the . engineers did not direA the 
mouth of the haven more eafterly : the entrance 
would have been eafier^ and the veflels lefs ^if- 
turbed while in port. However, as I pretend 
. (0 no technical knowledge in the engineering 

1^ 4 line. 
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line,- but fpeak from rude guefs and curfory ol>* 
fcrvation, I am willing to believe there were 

fufficient rcafons for proceeding on the plan 

I 

that has been adopted. Perhaps the weight of 
water rolled up the gulph might create a dan- 
gerous fweil, or fands might in time accumulate 
at the paiTage, if the harbour lay open to the 
call. But it is the opinion of many fenfible ob- 
fervers, that greater advantages might have 
been procured for the moneyi and that very 
great additional expence is requifite to complete 
the undertaking. I ihould no doubt have judged 
more favourably of an enterprize, which, like 
the hand of a Creator, forms a port, where the 
ancient mariners dcfpaired of procuring fecurc 
anchorage, — had I not been informed that the 
venerable fragments of the old city, its fuburbs 
and temples, had been dilapidated, to furniih 
materials for the piers and buttreifes. This was 
a very trifling faving, in fo expenfivc a concern ; 
i|nd appears a piece of extraordinary barbarifm 
in miniflers, that plumed themfqlves upon their 

exca* 



excavations at Hercwlaneum^ and the care witl^ 
yrhich they prefer ved the precious tqonunaenjtjE} 
of antiquity *. Cotrone 5$ fortified with fing^ 
walls, and a caftle erefted by Charles the Fifth, 
Its private buildings are poor and fordid ; the 
ftreets difnial and narrow: ill- humour, ^nifery, 
and defpondency were ftrongly depided in thcj 
couptenance of every inhabitant | met. There 
is very little buille i little commercial hurry ; 
cbeef<p add corn are the principal commodities, 
For the ftowage of cqjrn^ there ^re ranges of 
granaries in the fuburbs ; aiu^ the ^qnual expor( 
13 about two hundred thoufand tpmpti. TbQ 
che^fe is tolerably gopd : but has a great dea) 
pf that bot» gqrid tafte, fo 9ommoa tp 2l\ 
cheefe m^de with goat's rnilk. The wine i| 
not , unpleafant, apd appears fufcepdble of imn 
provement, by better management in the mak* 
^ng and keeping* 

^ Hie harbour is capable of coatainipg a confiderable 
purnber of nierchant-fliips, bu|: opne above the tpnpage of 
a Polacca. The mouth of the port is marked by two 
^ight-houfe8« 

This 
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This being the adual fhite of the town, let 
us caft a view back upon its fituation in thofe 
ages, wbeo four republics, founded by. Gre-r 
cian refugees, gave the law to the iAores of the 
Tarentine, Ionian, and part of the Tyrrhenian 
feas ; when neither the Lueanians nor Bruttians 
had afTenibled together in fufficient numbjcrs, 
amidft their mountainous recefTes, to difturb or 
oppofe the dominion of thefe colonies. I ihall 
form no conjedture^ concerning Hercules or 
Myfcelius, the fuppofed founders of Croton ; 
but take for granted that it was occupied by 
navigators from Aphaia ; and tli^f (h^ir pofterity 
rofe by virtue and valour to the higheft emi- 
nence of fame among the fons of Greece. But 
this valour, this virtue, appear to have been 
called forth by the wholefome precepts and fe« 
vere inftitutes of the Pythagorean fchooK Py- 
thagoras, after his long peregrinations in fearch 
of knowledge, fixed his reiidence in this place, 
which fome authors think his native one, at 
Icaft that of hb parents,/ fuppofing him to have 

beca 
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been born in the ille of Samos, and not at 
fome town of that name in Italy. This income 
parable fage fpent the latter part of his life in 
training up difciples to the rigid exercife of fub« 
lime and moral virtue, and inftruding the Cro- 
toniates in the true arts of government, fuch as 
alone can infure happinefs, glory, and inde# 
pendence. 

Under the influence of this philofophy^ the 
Crotoniates inured their bodies to frugality and 
hardfhips, and their minds to felf-denial and pa* 
triotic difintereftednefs* Their virtues were the 
admiration of Greece, where it was a current 
proverb, that the laft of the Crotoniates was the 
firft of the Greeks. In one Olympiad, feven of 
the vidtors in the games were citizens of Croton ; 
and the name of Milo is almoft as famous a& 
that of Herculesv The vigour of the men, and 
beauty o£ the women, were afcribed to the cli- 
mate, which was believed to be endowed with 
qualities peculiarly favourable to the human 
fyftem. Their phyficians were in high repute ; 

4 « 

among 
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an^ojpg thefe^ Alcmeon and Democides rendered 
tbctnfehres moft conrpicuous. Alcmeon was 
the firft who dared to amputate a limb, in 
order tq fave the life of ^. patient; and alfo 
the $rft writer who thought of inculcating moral 
prepepts under the amuf^ng cloak of apologues. 
This inyeatioQ is more (x>m]:ponly attributed to 
^fop, as he was remarkably ingenious in this 
i^epif s of compoiitioji, Democides w^s famous 
fpr hi^ attachment to his ^a^ve foil. X^o^gh 
CWeffed fnd enripK^^ t)y thfi King of l^erfia, 
vhp& qpccQ he had fpatche^ from the jaws of 
^mk^ he *bjm4pn?d ^yealth and hoqoursj ai^d 
Iff ftratageJQ efp^pe^ to thp humble comforts 
qf a priv;jitc Jife at Crotonj— The Pythago^ 
^ans are faid to haye difcove^ed that difpa^^ 
$tiqn of the fojar fyftemji whigh> with fomp' 
modifications^ h^s been reviy,ed by Coperni- 
CHS, 9j:id i; now uniyejrfally received, as being 
jpLq& agreie^bJe to nature and experiment^ 
Jheanp, jthe wife pf Pyjhggoras, a;nd many 
7 .pthci: 
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Other women, emulated the virtues of tfieir 
huiband^. 

Li 

* Nummi CrotonOnim. 
ATJR. I* Cap. MuL=Hercciles fedens aquam v<^if« )CI^ 

TONIATAK. 
ARG. I. Tripus ? & o. Iitcuffus* 
2, Idem cum ave* 

3^ Tripus 9 D o. avis.nAquila capite revcrib. 
4. Fades plena diad, cum moriili.nHerciVIes &4m 
fbp, exuvias leon. d. vas, fupra arcus clava ic 
pharetra KPOTONIATAN. 
'5. Fac. pi. drad. cunl mon.rr Hercules t^ftes pclfe 
leoo* aquam iundens ex vale in tripodea^-rr 
clava KPOTON. OE. 

6. Cap. Apollinis diad.=:Hercules ftrang. leon- 

f 

7. Cap. Apoll. laur. KPOTftNiATAN.ziCivitas mu- 

rata. fupra fulmen m muKs vldoria et cquei. 
8.' Aquila film. inf.zrTriptifi, cbrhiKop. KPO. 
9* Tripus. 1. KPOTONIATAN.— AiquiU ^Uufs 

UDg«paImaeramum ten^. 
10. Saspia.r: Tripus cum ave ? I> a* 
J I. Cap. Apoll. z: Lyra. 
X2, AvifrrTaurus ? -ly. ftella cochlea. 
JBR. X* Herculii cap. kpo.ssTripus C^. 

1. Czfi 
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In thofe fortunate days the date of Crb(i>ft 
was moft flouriihing. Its walls inclofed a cir- 
cumference of twelve miles. Of all the colo- 
nies fent out from Greece^ thb alone furnilhed 
£3ccour to the mother*country when invaded by 
the Perfians. By its avenging arms the Sybarites 
were punilhed for their fliameful degeneracy ; 
buf viftory proved fatal to tht conquerors ; for 
riches> and all their pernicious attendants^ in- 
tinuated themfelves into Crottfn, iind fddh ton- 
taminated the purity of its principles. Indeed^ 
the very conftitution of human-nature militates 
tigainfl: any long continuance in fuch rigid prac- 
tices of virtue ; and therefore it is no wonder if 
the Crotoniates fell by degrees into the irregulari- 
ties they once abhorred. Not long after^ the 
Locrians, who were lefs corrupted^ defeated 
them on the banks of the Sagra» and reduced 
the republick to diftrefs and penury. This re- 

2. Cap. ]oyu.zz^ luns et fiellas* 
3* Cap. Cejreris.nTres lunx KPO« 
4. Capk imb.:r3 lunse KPO. 

fiored 
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ftored the remaining Grotoniates to their priftine 
vigour of mind, and enabled them to make a 
brave, though unfucoeCsful refidance^ when at • 
tacked by Dionyfius of Syracufe. They fuf- 
fered much in the war with Pyrrhus, and, by 
repeated misfortunes^ decreafed in ilrength and 
numbers^ from age to age, down to that of 
Hannibal, when they could not mutter twenty 
thoufand inhabitants. This fmall population 
being incapable of manning the extenfive works 
ered:ed in the days of profperity, Croton was 
taken by the Carthaginians, and its citizens 
tranfported to Locri. The Romans fent a co- 
lony hither two hundred years before Chrift. 
In the Gothic war, this city rendered itfelf 
' confpicuous.by its fidelity to Juftinian, andTo- 
tila befi^ged it long in vain. In one of the 
campaigns, during the war between Charles of 
Anjou and Frederick of Aragon, the latter not 
only drove his rival out of Sicily, but purfued 
his advantages into Calabria, where his fortu* 
oate admiral, Roger Lauria, obtained a com* 

plctc 
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plete viftory over the Provenfal party. The 
next ftep taken by the conqueror was to inveft 
Cdttone; which made no long defence, but 
icttt otit commiffione'rs to propofe a capitula- 
tion. During the negociation, the Sicilians, 
taking advantage of the fecurity and negligence 
of the befieged, entered the city by furprife, 
arid plundered it without mercy. The admiral 
fefifted upon rcftitution being made ; but Pre*- 
^erick could not prevail upon himfelf to reli»- 
^uilh a prize already won, and, by this refufal 
to do juftice to Lauria*s warranty, provoked 
hitn tojoin the Angevines, and become a moft 
formidable opponent. 

A branch of the Houfe of Rufo was long in 
foffeffion of the fief of Gotrone. Henrietta, 
their heirefs, was deftined, by Alphonfus thie 
Firft, to be the wife of his favourite, Inigo dc 
Avalos ; butlhe fell in love with, and married, 
Antony Centeglia, who had been fent by Al- 
phonfus to fettle the preliminaries of the match. 

'Gchte|glia foon felt the weight of royal ven- 
geance j 
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^imce ; ' was befieged in Catanzaro, and ob« 
^liged to iurrender at difcretion. The King 
cofifined both him and bis wife in Naples^ 
where they fpcnt many years in porerty and 
obfcurity. On the dcmife of Alphbnfas, An« 
tony efcaped to Calabria, and eicited that pro* 
vince to revolt* The beginning of his enters 
prize was fuccefsfur; but upon his being wprfted 
»iid taken prifoner, all the hopes of his party 
vanilhed> and his family fank again into mifery^ 
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IN order to vary the fcene, I hired a boat 
to carry me round the capes, while my 
horfea proceeded the (horteft way to Catan- 
zaro. By this plan I had an opportur>ity of 
feeing fome places that lie out of the dired route 
by land. 

Vol. II. O yV6 
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' We foon doubled Cape Nau, and dsLXtm^ 

m 

through a Ihallow bay full of Ihelvcs and iflets^ 
landed at Cape delle Colonne, known in an- 
cicnt geography by the name of the Laciniaii 
ProtiTontory, which, with the promontory of 
Salentum, or St. Maria di Leuca^ forms the 
mouth of the Tarentine Gulf, feventy miles 
wide. The land is very high, the rocks coarfe 
granite, and breccia* On a point impending 
over the waves^^ are fome fcattered (tones, and 
a few regular courfes of building, faid to be 
the ruins of the fchool of Pythagoras, and of 
the temple of Juno Lacinia. About forty years 
ago, two columns of this edifice were ftill (land- 
ing. One has long been deftroyed ; the other 
ftill remains (landing upon a foundatiph of large 
(tones cut into facets, and ferves as a land-mark 
for navigators^ Its order differs little from that 
of. the columns at Metapontum;. but fome 
bricks, which appear intermixed vvith the (lone- 
work, create a douUt in my mind, whether 
ihefe fragments appertain to any building fo 

ancient 
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Ancient as the Crotonian republic. It may hav6 
i>een rebuilt by the Roftians, and the old co- 
lumns made to ferve again. This conjefture 
acquires weight by what hiftory tells us of thd 
Cenfor Fulvius Flaccus having ftripped the roof 
of its marble flags, td cover a temple he had 
dedicated in Rome. The covering was fent 
back by order of the fenate ; but from a want 
of flaters able to replace it properly, the edifice 
. remained unroofed, and was probably deftroyed 
by the weather. Reidefel fuppofes thefe ruins 
to have been part of Croton ; but that is not 
poffible, as they are feven miles from the Efaro, 
wkich we know divided the town into two 
parts. In my opinion,, they are more likely to 
be remains of the college of Juno's priefts, or 
of the ftalls for her numerous herds and flocks, 
that ranged undifturbed over the lawns and un- 
der the groves. Few places of worfhip drew 
fo many pilgrims as this temple. At ftatedfea- 
fons, the roads of Italy and Greece were thronged 
with patties of devotees marching, with expia- 

O 2 tory 
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tory prefents and votive ofieringSj towards the 
flirine of the goddefs. Such a conflux of fa* 
crifices fwelled the holy treafure to an Incre- 
dible value. Among heaps of ornanaents of 
the moft precious materials^ was diftinguiflied a 
column of folid gold. In a word, this wealth 
was the prototype of the golden wainfcot, 
maffive lamps, and diamond crowns, of Loreto, 
But Lgreto has been hitherto more fortunate, or 
better proteded, than Lacini'um, which fre« 
quently excited the cupidity, and became the 
prey, of facrilegious conquerors. This temple 
was the fcene of a barbarous adtion committed 
by Hannibal, if we are to believe the Romans^ 
who, by deftroying all records of Punic hit 
tory, have taken care to prevent our bringing 
any proof again ft their aflertions. They write^ 
that Hannibal, finding himfelf under the necef- 
fity of obeying the fummons of the Cartbagi- 
nian fenate, afTembled all his Italian allies ii^ 
this temple, and there caufed fuch as refufed to 

embari;^ 
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embark with him for Carthage, to be maffacrcd 
by bis African foldiers. 

The view from this headland is very exten- 
five. . I returned to my boat, and kept under 
the Ihore till we had pafled three other capes^ 
when night coming on, we were obliged to run 
into a cove on the fouth-eaft fide of Capo Riz* 
zuto, the northern head of the Squillaceaii Gulf^ 
as Capo di Stilo is the fouthern one. My 
boatmen were very anxious to draw the felucca 
on ihore, and Ihelter themfelves from, danger 
under the gun of a watch-tower. They were much 
afraid left any Barbary rovers Ihould be lurking 
among the iflands and creeks; thoi3gh, from 
all their accounts, I could not find that they 
were often troubled with their vifits. The 
crew fct up an awning, and prepared fupper, 
perfedly fatisfied with the fafeguard of the 
tower, though ten A'g^rines would have been 
an overmatch for us and our protedtors. I 
took a moon-light walk by the fea-fide, and 
fpcnt an hour very agreeably. When I re* 

O 3 turned 
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turned to my company, they cxpoftulated v^^hfe 
me on the raflinefs of my venturing out alone.; 
and feeing me laugh at their apprebenfions, 
nodded at each otheif, and agreed together, that 
X could not be fo bold, unlefs I had a chartn 
jabout me» This remarl^ excited ftiy curiofity ; 
and upon enquiry I learned^ that in CalabrU 
there are certain old women who fabricate taliiV 
mans on bits, of parchment, which they fell for 
eighteen ducats to the brayos that can afibrd t9 
lay out fo much money. This charnx is fup- 
pofed to render the wearer invulnerable ; and 
as a preliminary fecurity, a plftol is fired at it ; 
but care is taken to qualify the charge fo as tq 
drive the ball but feebly againfl; the mark* The 
purchafer, confident of fafety, lays the amulet 
upon his breafi;, attacks his adverfaries without 
fear, and generally, by his dariog appearance^ 
ftrikes, them with a p^nic ** 

Before 



\ 



* I have fince procured one of thefc pieces of vrilchcraft 
from a prieA, who h|id obliged a j^nitent of his to giye \t 
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Before day-»break we pufhed off our boat, and 
rowed over to an ifland marked in every map 
a3 the habitation of Calypfo. Things muil have 
changed wonderfully fince the time of Ulyffes, 
pr the goddefs have daily worked a miracle in ' 
providing food^ without which fvipernatural 
affiftance the ihipwrecked hero had died of 
^uiiger: at prefent thi$ rock would fcarcely 
maintain a iheep» Some thickets of lentifcus, 

up, ad belonging to wicked practices (Iridly forbidden by 
the church. 

It was couched exa&ly in thefe t^rmi : 

+ 
4e Anna Pariote 
Incanto la tua perfona ardente da parte di Chriflo 
innipotente da parte del ciorno di ngtale per 

« * — • 

le tre mefle cheii dlfino in cielo fi fcriiUno 

7 

-^lunedi fanto*4rmarte difanto-|-mercodifanto-f- 
OioTedifanto-^Vennardiianto-|-Sabatofanto da tutte 
Magarie fia yuardata.cirieleifon Chriftoeleiron 
porpo di Chriflo falvate^- Aglio-f-tagKo et faglio 

*^lega'nnane piede e core a chi offennare mi uoli 
Sangue di Chriflo commoglia meti:-{«. 

O 4 and 
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aiid vOther brufliwood, are the only rcprefeiita- 
tives of the tall trees which the Ithacan chief 
felled for the conftrudion of his vefleh Scho* 
liafts have fixed Calypfo's ifle at Cape Rizzuto, 
bccaufe it is diredly eaft of Corfu, whither 
Ulyfles fteered With a weft wind; but unleft 
Homer talked of imaginary land, hidden from 
mankind, as the etymolbgy of the Wordj 
Ortygia and Calypfo imply, or, from the fear- 
city of geographical helps in that age, was ig« 
norant of the true diftances of places, it is dif< 
ficult to reconcile matters to probability, I won't 
fay truth, becaufe a poet is i>ot fuppofed to be 
ilridly bound to it. Corcyra or Corfu, the 
land of the Phaeacians, which is not a night's 
fail from Ithaca, is fcarcely one hundred miles 
diftant from . Italy, and therefore tould not re* 
quire feventeen days failing with a profperous 
gale. Hon>er, in the opinion of Strabo and the 
moft . enlightened critics, had travelled much, 
and did not raife his epic building merely upon 
the Ihadowy bai^s of §dion ^— the voyages of 
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Ulyffes had been handed down by tradition, and 
to feme well-known fiories he added poetieal 
embelliihments. Perhaps the fea has covered 
large trads of land near this cape^ and thd 
rocky iflets we ftill perceive above the waters, 
may be no more than the tops of the hills that 
rofe upon the beautiful plains where Calypfo^ 
and her nymphs were faid to wander. When, 
on confidering Homer's narrative with attention, 
I find UlyiTes is' driven bacl^ into Chary bdis by 
a fouth wind^ gets again upon the wrec£^ and 
congratulates hiqifelf updn his paffing unnoticed 
under the jaws of Scylla, which was north of 
the whirlpool^ I . think it evident he was not 
carried into the Ionian^ but the Mediterraneai^ 
fea, or, perhaps the ocean, where he was hur-, 
ried away before the wind during nine days and 
nine nights, till he reached the ifland of Orty* 
gia* The Baleares in one, or the Fortunate Ifles^ 
in the other, afforded room enough for the god* 
^efs/s eftab^ihment \ and from thence he might; 



Tcry well be fevcntecn day^ before he iaw Corf i? 
I^e like a buckler on tHe fea* 

I foQnd no charms on the inland powerful 
fnough to detain me ; and ther^fore^ after si 
breakfafi: on prawxi$ and limpets, caught and 
jrelTed by n^y fieerfiQan, I put off^ and doubling 
^he capej entered the Gulph of Squillace^ The 
rocks are compofe4 of pet^bles^ fapd^ and ^ells^ 
Vfiited together. 
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TH £ fky was oyercaftj, and threatened rain, 
which made us keep clofe to the Ihore. 
We rowed round the little harbour of CafteUe, 
probiably the place formerly called Caftra Han- 
nibalis. from which that able, but iIl*feconded 

general, embarked for Carthage *• As wo 

< ■ '^ ■ 

failed 

* P*Anyitle places it near SquiIIace, from a perfuaftoa 

ft. 

that Pliny and Solinus fix Hannibars camp in the nar« 

roweft 
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ialled along, the man at the helm pointed out to 

me feveral inland towns of little note, but beau^ 

tiful objeds from the fea. Cutro was one, re« 

xnarkable for having given birth to Galeni^ t 

jrenegado, who^ in the fixteenth century^ rofe 

to great honour at the Ottoman Forte, and, by 

the name of Ulucciali Bafia, commanded the 

Turkilh fleet, was Viceroy of Algiers and 

Tunis, and became one of the greateft fcourgef 

pf Chriftendom. In the height of his profpe* 

rity, he was defirous of beflowbg a part of 

his wealth upqn his aged ntother, who lived in 

-poverty, at Cutro ; but that fpiritcd old woman 

refufed'to accept of the fmalleft token from a 

fon, wha had forfaken the religion of his fa« 

roweft fpot of the whole iflhmns ; but it appears to me they 
only meant, that the port from which he took his dep^ur* 
ture was fituate^ in the Gulph of Squillace, betweea 
fviiich and that of St. £uf<pmia« (taly is not quite twenty 
miles broad. The name of ^ tower called Torre d*Anniv 
|)ale, a little to the weft of this bay, is fome proof 
{hat d*Anville mifiook the fenfe of the aboYe-i]Q^iitione4 
authors. 

^herSj 
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thersi and profeflcd himfelf the fworn enemf 
of Chriftianity. 

Belcaftro was another town in view, diftin* 
guilhed by the birth of Saint Thomas di Aquino^ 
whofe father was Lord of this city. The goo4 
Calabrcfe think the (lain of having produced ten 
thoufand Uluccialis^ perfedly wiped away by 
the glory of having one fuch Dod);or of the 
Church for their countryman ^. 

Cropani was alfo in fight^ once a flouriihing 
town, but reduced by earthquakes to a ruinous 
Tillage. The country, about it^ is a gay mij(* 
ture of bean and corn-fields^ vineyards^ and 
tufts of walnut and mulberry-trees^ a rich vai- 
fiety very unufual ia a marine profpeft^ Several 

* This Dominican faint was full as good a gentleman at 
the founder^ St. Dominick de Gnfman. The Houfe of 
Aquino derived its pedigree from the Lombard Princes of 
papua, one of whom, in the tenth eentuiy, granted the 
eonnty of Aqumo in Terra di Lavoro to his fon Adinolfi^ 
When it bec^e again cuftomary to diftinguifh families bjr 
^mam^, the defcendants of Adinolf aiTumed that of their 
farldom. 

rivers. 
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rivers, emptying their waters into the fea, make 
bold breaks in the hills, and produce charming 
accidents of light and ihadow* 

On the banks of the Litrello, one of the 

many ftreams we faw, is a little village called 

Malifano, fixed upon by the Spaniards for the 

birth-place of a man who, in 1 600, gave the 

Court of Madrid a great deal of un€a(ine(s« 

Parrino, one of the moil fervile flatterers am<M)g 

the court-writers, gives us, in his Theatre of 

Viceroys, the following curious account of this 

extraordinary perfonage : ** This year there 

<^ came to Naples a fansous impofior, who pre- 

«^ tended to be the King of Portugal. This 

^^ man was a Calabrefe of Malifano, a village 

*^ near Taverna, by name Marco TuUio Coti- 

<^ fone, who went to Padua in a pilgrim's drefs, 

<' and faid he was Don Sebaftian. He was feizcd 

*^ by order of the ftate, fent to Venice, and for- 

*« mally btcrrogated. To the queftions put t6 

•« him he made anfwer. That the ftory of his 

^^ death had been vamped up l^ the Spaniards; 

^^ that he had efcaped from the battle, and tra« 

« veiled 



kbS 
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•* veiled to Jerufalcm, to fulfil a vow he had 
** made in the moment of danger. As a proof 
*' of the identity of his perfon^^ befides the 
f ^ likenefs of features^ fimilarity of (tature^ and 
** Portuguefe language^ which he fpoke in per*- 
^^ fe&ion^ he ihewed one arm longer than the 
*^ other^ a remarkable and uncommon defed 
^^ that had been dbferved in the King. What 
^< mod aftoniihed the fenate> was his quickness 
^* of repartee, judgment in political matters^ 
f * dignity of behaviour, princely carriage, and 
^f the minute account he gave of the private 
'^ propofals, anfwers, and negociations between 
^' that Prince and the Venetian Ambafladors at 
** Liibon. However, as it was well known Dort 
*' Sebailian could not be alive, fince King 
^^ Philip had redeemed his body of the Moors 
^' for an hundred thoufand ducats, the Senate 
^' fufpeded this man to be, what in reality hd 
f^ was, an infamous forcerer ; and therefore, 
f^ after two years imprifonment, baniihed him 

« 

^'out of their territories^ The Portuguefe re- 

«*fiding 
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^* fidiiig in Venice cloathed him, and forwarded 
^* him to Fidrence in the difguife- of a friar ; 
** but there the Duke, who was attached to the 
*^ Spanilh intereft, caufed him to be feizcd, and 
«* fent in chains to Naples* When he ^vats 
** brought into the prcfetice of the Vicero/ 
** Count de Lemos, who, on account of th4 
** heat, was ftanding without his hat, he haugh- 
** tily bid him be covered. Being a&ed by thi 
** Viceroy, What authority he had for giving 
** him fuch an order ? he replied, That ai- 
** though the Count could not have forgotteif 
^ the bufinefs which had carried him twice to 
** LifiK)n in the time of the late King Philip," 
^ he would rcfrefli his memory with fome jpaif* 
^' ticuiars of the affair. The minute detail he 
** gave came fo near to truth, that the Viceroy 
•^ was (truck with amazement; but, upon r^- 
^' collecting himfelf, declined all farther coni* 
f^ ference, and ordered him to prifon. He re- 
** mained there clofely confined till .the arrivaT 
^< of the next Viceroy, when he w^s brought tct 

^« trial. 



I 
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^* trial. His low birth was proved upon him) 
^^ the fraud difcovered, and the itnpoftor con* 
*< demned to the gaUies. While on board, he 
^^ gained the love and refpedt of all his fellow* 
^' ilaveSy and was confiantly treated by them at 
** if he had really been the peribn he wiihed to 
^ pafs fon He was afterwards fcnt to the fleet 
*^ of Sicily^ and there examined by the Duk« 
V of Medina Sidonia^ who had vifited Lifbon 
^< during the reign of Don Sebaftian. The pri« 
^^ foner addrefled the Duke as an inferior^ and 
<^ aiked him what became of an African boy ha 
** had given him twenty-two years ago ? Medina 
^* was confounded ; and burfting into tears, re« 
^' tired from the galley, very much undecided 
^* what to think of the bufinefs. The court, at 
<^ laft^ thought it fafeil to rid themfelves of 
'^ him ; and he was accordingly put to death 
** on the ifland Delle Femine, near Palermo^ 
*/ after he bad been flretched on the rack,' 
^ where he confeffed that he had caprricd on 
^ iktt cheat hy the ^ifiance of the Devils and^ 



**in 
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*< in. fad, allthofe marks, which had rendered 
** his lies fo plaufiblc, difeppeared from hift 
*' body rtre mocnent he was d^ad." Giannone, 
Tvho wrote xindcir the patronage of an A«ftriaft 
prince^ a^eds to treat this ^affair as a fooUfli 
i:rick ; but many . authors give more credit to 
theflave's ftory. Parrino's abford recourfe t6 
itiagtc and diabolical illufion is rather an ar- 
gument in favour of this unha{>py man's pre- 
itcnfions ; for, if the court of Spain could have 
devifcd better itieans of refuting his claim, it 
would certainly have employed them. 

It was fo late before we reached the place 
fixed upon for our landing, that I preferred 
ii^eping in the boat to walking fix miles up to 
Catanzaro, in the dark, without a certainty of 
finding lodgings, A few hours, next morning, 
iiifficed to examine every remarkable objeft in 
this capital of Nether Calabria. 

Catanzaro was built in 96^, by order of the 
Emperor Nicepborus Phocas, as a poft of 
dftrength againfl: the Saracens. Its. fituation on 

VoL.IJ. p an 
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an eminence^ in the pafs between the mouti^ 
tains and fea^ feems judtciouily chofen for the 
purpofe of repelling thofe Infidels, who, from 
Africa or Sicily, were wont to make good their 
landing at Reggio. Increafe of inhabitants and 
of fize caufed it to be deemed a proper reiidence 
for the officers who compofe the provincial 
tribunal; and, in 1593, it arrived at the dig- 
nity of capital, formerly the right of Reggio, 
At prefent, Catanzar6 contains, twelve thoufand 
inhabitants, who live by the law, and the fale 
of corn, filk, and oil ; of the laft they export 
annually about tea thoufand falme. The water 
of this place has an unpleafant tafte, and a great 
deal of earthy fediment : the wine is very rough; 
The college of the late Jefuits is a handfome 
building, and poflefles a good fiatue of St. Ig- 
natius, by Fonfeca ; and a very fine pifture, 
reprefenting St. Bruno diftributing bread to the 
poor. The firft feudal inveftiture of Catanzaro, 
was from King Roger to his fon- in-law Hugh 
de Molines^ Earl of Molife. The next, from 

th« 
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t^e firft Charles to Peter Ruffb, whofe family 
was in pofTeffion down to the Aragonian reigns, 
when their eftates went to Centeglia, ,and by him 
were forfeited,— Chaifes can go no farther fouth 
than this ftage ; and indeed I do not compre- 
hend how they can penetrate fo far. From 
hence to Reggio, the generality of travellers arc 
tonveyed in litters, by a route which crofles the 
country, and runs along the ihore of the Medi- 
terranean. 

In the afternoon, I rode ten miles to Squlllacce, 
through a level, well-cultivated country, abound- 
ing in corn, pulfe, maize, mulberries, and olives. 
The wages of a labourer are fifteen grana per 
dhm ; the foil, a fertile loam, full of broken 
ihells. My guide led me, with an air of 
triumph, to, admire what he called a Temple 
of the old Saints of Calabria. Upon infpedtion, 
it proved to be an edifice of Norman or Ange- 
vine times, with fquare towers at the corners. 
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-SECTION XLIV. 



SC^ILLACCE is built on the verge of a 
rocky mountain, floping to the eaft, about 
three miles from the fea. I do not know why 
Virgil gives this city the epithet of Navifraguniy 
** Breaker of Ships ;^' as there are no hidden 
or apparent dangers attending the approach of 
veffels. It is impofEble this exaft poet could be 
fo carelefs, as to confound the attributes of the 
capacious bay of Scyllacseumj with the narrow 
pafs of Scylla in the Faro of MefEna. Per- 
haps thofe who explain the epithet by a tradi- 
tion, that the firft habitations of the place were 
built with fragments of the Ihip of Ulyffes, may 
have (tumbled upon a method of clearing up tKc 
difficulty. 

In forming the body of Grecian common* 
wealths on the Italian fhoreSi Athens furniflied 

emigrants 



JOURNEY TO REGGIO.* 213- 

cnaigraixts for ScyUacseum; but this fettle ment. 
nev^r njiade any 5gure in the confederacy *• 
Rpnje fent a colony hither. In the year 982, 
th^ Egaperor Otho the Second was defeated- 
uoder its walls, by the forces of the Greeks ; 
who, from this viiftory, cpnceived delufive 
hopes of compeUing Italy once more to refume 
their yoke. Montfort obtained this lordfliip m 
fee from Charles of Anjou ; hut in the nextr 
reign it was given to the Marians. This* 
powerful houfe being overturned by the Ara- 
gonefe, the fief wds beftowed upon that of 
Borgia> and is now f efted in the Marquis Gre- 
gori, who, from being a commiiSoner of the 
vidtualing-office at Meffina, rofe to be Prime 
Minifter of Naples^ and afterwards of Spain. 
Though he knew how to fecure the partiality 
of his fover^ign^ he was not able to conciliate 
the affeAions of the nation. A revolt in Ma* 
drid drove him out of the Spaniih territories ; 

» 

* Nurn, Scyll.— iER. 1. Cap. Merc, 4>:;:Prora navis 

SKYAAATmN. ^ 
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and he has ever fince refided ,at Venice, a»'- 
Ambaflador from the Court of Spain. The 
Neapolitans attribute many pernicious meafures 
to his counfel, and deteft him as the caufe of 
their heavieft griefs and oppreffions. We muft 
wait for his death, and the fubfiding of party- 
anger (the recentia odia of Tacitus), before- 
we decide upon his criminality. 

Squillacce prides itfelf on having given birth 
to Caffiodorus, a ftatefman of great abilities j 
and, confidering the times be lived in, a very 
refpe&able author; beloved and honoured by: 
Theodoric, and other Gothic monarchs. After 
paffing through many high offices in thp ftate, 
he fixed upon his native city for the retreat of 
his old age ; and, in compliance with the then 
reigning faihion, took the habit of a monk, 
and fpent the laft years of his life in a cloifter. 
In his letters to Maximus, he has left us ihany 
tokens of his attachment to Squillacce; and 
enlarges, with feeling an^ triumph, on its 
beauties and advantages. I walked tq ^he mout|^ 

of 
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of the river AUefi, where this patrician had 
made a refervoir, or fifticry, into which, by 
ftieans of a canal, he introduced the fea-water# 



But I could find no diftinA traces of any fuch 
work, which probably has been filled up by 
floods, or eaten away t^y the daihing of the 
waves, during fo long a period as one thoufand 
two hundred years. 

In the eveaing, I was difturbed by a violent 
noife ; which, upon enquiry, I found was oc- 
cafioned by the Marquis's bailiff kicking furi* 
oufly at the door of the neighbouring houfe. 
This is the ufual method of givmg the laft 
fummons, without any farther hope of mercy, 
to a debtor or tenant that refufes to pay, and 
ihuts himfelf up in his houfe for fafety. If the 
defaulter be a friend, and indulgence intended 
in the profecution, the officer ftrikes the door 
with his hand only. In any fray, if oqe of the 
combatants run away and lock hinifelf up, and 
his adverfary beaf for entrance with his feet, it 
^s underftood that \ic is. incenfed. beyond me^fure, 
I : P4 and 
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and means to give do quarf;er : even chUdie^ 
m their little broi^ obtcr ye the fame diftin^tiont 
This explains Horace's ni^e^ning*, when he 
iays, that Death beats with inr>partial foot the 
doors of palaces and of cottages : he thereby 
smpUes^ that be is ineicbrably bent on exacting 
tb^ debt of nature ; and not, as fome comai^en*^ 
tators fuppofe, that he makes ufe of the foot^ 
merely becaufe his hands are employed in |^ld- 
mg the fcythe and hour-glafa« • 

Other aUufionsnn. that Poet may be elucidated 
by reference to cu(loms ftiU in force throughout 
Calabria. His account of the hardy education 
and filial obedience of the Roman youth -}•, ia 
former times> is dill e^£t with refpei^ to the 

* Pallida mors aqua pulfat pede pauperum tabernas 
Regumque turrcs. 

f — Rufticoriim mafcula inilitunx 

Proles, Sabellis doda ligonibus 
Verfare glebas, et fewra 
Matris ad arbitriuin recifot 
fortarc fuftes*— > 

; :^' young 
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ycfung Calabrian peafant* After koeiag th^ 
pound all dayy> with no better fare than hrea4^ 
auid water, feafoned with a clove of garlicky ai} 
onion, or a few dried olives^ he does opt pre* 
fume to prefent himfelf before his mother, with<» 
put 2k faggot of lentifcua, or other wood, whicl| 
he throws down at the doo^, ere he offers ta 
pafs the threfliold. A wife adminiftration, under 
an ambitious monarch, might tcun up this race 
tcy be once more the conquerors of nations* 
Patience under penury, hardihip, and hunger^ 
(ymmetry and firength of limb, and an ardent 
fierce fpirit, itill exift in the mountains of thp 
kingdom ; but it would reqiure a very fortunate 
:Combination of circumftances, with great judg^ 
.ment and rdolutioii, to bring thefe qualities prc^ 
perly into adtion. 

Horace's animated defcription of a mother 
longing for the return of her fon *, may 6\\\ 

* * Ut mater juyenem, quern Not us invidot 
Flatu Carpathii trana maris aequora 
Cun6iantem fpatio longius annuo 

Duici diftinet a domo^ 
yptis omnibus hunc et precibus vocat, 

■'piurvo nee facicm Uttore demovct,— » 

be 
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be applied to the Calabrian matrons. If the 
feluccas do not appear at the ufual term of their 
annual voyage^ the mothers and wives of the 
failors offer up incefiant vows and prayers, call 
upon the beloved perfon by name^ and remaih 
at their windows, with eyes fixed on the Cape 
^hich the bark is to double. The inftant a 
l)oat is feen coming round the Point, the whole 
'town refounds with joyful cries of ^^Barca! 
Barca }** The boys ring the bells, aiid, as fooii 
•as they can diftinguilh what felucca it is, run 
to the relations, to claim beverage for the good 
news. 

* IXonyfius of Syracufe, hi hopes of difuniting 
the confederates of Magna Grascia, attempted 
to build a wall or rampire acrofs the Ulhmus; 
but troubles in Sicily called hinpi away before he 
eouW complete the work. 

* We paffed below Stellati, a town of one 
thoufand two hundred fouls, on a hill compofed 
of pebbles and mineral particles, glued together 
by a vifpous earth : it contains fome fine fpeci-* 

' mens 



} O V mH S Y T O U B 6 G I0« : 21^ 

mens of tnarcafites. As we advanced fouch^ 
ward^ the country fell off in beauty^ and the 
foil in richnefS) from a mellow loam to a poor 
blue clay. The cotton-fields have not the 
wholefome appearance of thofe farther north* 
The landfcape^ however^ revives near the banks 
p[ the Calipari or Eloris^ where Dionyfius de« 
feated the allied Greeks. We flept at Monaf* 
terace, a poor village on an eminence. The 
road to it was good, except near the torrent^ 
which, in great numbers, . roll down from the 
moujDtains, and tear the plain to pieces. The 
defolate afpe£t of the country may be afcribed 
at leafl a$ much to the fcarcity of cultivators, as 
to the badnefs of the foil. 

On the feventeenth, we came to Gerace^ 
t]i rough a very unpleafant trad of land along 
the coaft. A bare, ugly ridge of hills clofai 
in the pls^in on the weft, and frequently comes 
quite down to the beach. We croffed innume* 
fabl^ ftr^ap^, the banks of which were no doubt 
tn^rks^f Vi ancient times, b^ many a bloodf , 

encounter 
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CDjQcittoter between Greelcs and harlciariaos^ or 
lietweea the different Cirecian ftates> who were 
ciEmtinuaHy UDdermining their common fabrick 
by inteftine difientions. It is aow very difficult^ 
to afcertain the precife po&ioQ of ancient riversr ^ 
and towns ; but it nv'ght certainly be accom^ 
pdiihed with more accuracy than has yet beeir 
done by any geographer whatever. 

We kft Stilo on our right, remarlcable for 21 
liejh convent of Carthufians ; an Order which, 
in its very itlfancy^ ftruck a good root in this 
lungdom^ by the favour of Roger^ the great 
Earl of Sicily, a very particular friend of their 
founder St. Bruno. Thefe roots fpread vigo- 
youfly, and grew to an enormous fiaie, as to 
j^ehes and extent of pofieffions ; but the fpirit 
©f the times threatens them with a fpeedy lop- 
ping, if not a total eradication. Not far from 
this place is a mine of iron, now quite aban<» 
doned. 

- On our left was Cape di Stilo> a promontory 
Vhich^ with Cape Sparti vento, forms the bay 
;,- . •' of 
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of Locrl. Caftelvetere, m a lofty ifitoiitioii^ 
tbree miles from the fea^ occupi^ d)« iite of 
Gauioii, of which focne veftiges are feid to <eii& 
I faw noM that have any tlairn to fuch remold 
avitiqiiity* — Caulon W^ one of the carlieft Greek 
fettlements, «$ its coins evince, being inciirg; 
^vhich was undoubtedly a mode of coining of 
very aRcient date *. This city was demolished, 
and its inhabitaiits removed to Sicily, by Dio- 

* Nummi Caulonorum. 
ARC 1. Figura virilis nuda diadem, flans d. fnpra ca- 
put data telum vibratura L extensa^ cui 
fuperflat icuncula geDufiexa ; fubtus cerviu 
KATAO,=Incuirus. 
2. Eadem figura, &c. fineepig.rrCcrvus, launis* 

flip, dorfutn AYA^. 
3* Vlr nud. fulmin. h monilia tea.-$sCervui 

KAYAONIATAN. 

4. Vir fulm. cervulus KAY.iiCcrviis. vas. #« 

« 

KAYAONIAT. 

5. Cervus. ramus 1^1 KAY. r: Vir fulm. cervului 

ICAYAO. 

6. Vir fulm. cervuiui, KAYA.r: Cervus, arbor 

nyfius. 
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nyfius^ four hundred years before rfie Chriftiin 
ersu Nearer the fea is La Roccella, a fief of 
the Carafia family ^, built on a rugged .cmi* 
oence overgrown with the Opuntia, or African 
fig.. The natives eat the fruit, and plant out 
the flips as a fence to their gardens. 

. No 

* This family came originally from the Caraccioli, aod 
it equal to any in the realm in riches and confideration^. k 
is divided into two branches ; one of which gives a fleel- 
yard for its badge ; the other, a bufli of thorns. The 
laft emblem was adopted in confequence of a tournament 
held by Charles the Second, in the fuburbs of Naples. 
The fon of that Princci who was King of Hungary, took 
great offence at the Caraffas, for giving a fhield barry, 
argent and gules, which are the Hungarian coat of arms ; 
and infifted upon their being excluded the lifls, unlefs 
they altered their bearing. To obviate all difficulties, the 
l^nights of this family cut fome branches out of a hedge, 
and tied them acrofs their bucklers ; a diilindion which 
has been kept up by their defcendants. Antonio Caraffa, 
iumamed Malizia, made himfelf very confpicuous as a 
jpolitician, in the reign of Joan the Second. In 1680, Gre- 
^ry was eie£kd Grand Matter of Malta. But the Carafia 
I that 
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No author has clearly determined the fitua« 
tion of the river Sagra, fo renowned for the de- 
feat of the Crotoniates by a handful of Locrians* 
Thofe who take it to be the Alaro^ feem to come 
neareft the truth. 

that made the greatefi noife in the world, was Pope Paul 
the Fourth ; one of the mofl turbulent haughty priest 
Xhat ever afcended the chair of St. Peter fince th^ days of 
Gregory the Seventh, that famous trampler on all pre^ii 
teniions of lyings, and liberties of people. Paul and hit 
nephews were, during the courie of a few years, the dif- 
turbers of Europe^ and continually employed in exciting 
fovereigns and fubjedh to fome bloody and fanatical ad of 
iriolence. At his death, he was declared an enemy to 
Kome ; and all his ftatues and coats of aiws were brolcoa 
and thrown into the Tyber. 



SECTION 






SECTION XLV. 

GERACE is poorly built, on a hill of coarfe 
granite rocks and fliff clay; t^e road to it 
is fteep and difficult ; the vale below is well cul- 
tivated, and yet does not produce com enougli 
to anfwer the demands of the Geracians, though 
their number amounts but to three thoufand. 
They make good wine, which has the valuable 
quality of recovering its flavour . ana fpirit by 
rproper keeping, long after it feems to have 
4oft both. This city is fuppofed, by moft 
writers, to ftand upon the identical fite of Locri, 
the capital of the Epizephyrian Locrians. Some 
Antiquaries place the old town nearer the fea at 
Pagliapoli, where many fcattered ruins ftill re- 
main. The brick materials with which they 
were built pronounce* them of a later period 
than the happy days of Magna Graecia. One 

large 
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large well-preferved room diftinguilhes itfclf 

above the reft ; but no part has any infcription, 

column, or ornament, I was at firft inclined to 

think, that Locri had been fituated in the plain, 

which afforded greater conveniencies for bufi- 

neft, and that the citadel had been built on 

the hill of Gerace; but as Strabo fajs exprelt 

ly, that the city flood on the brow of a hill 

called Efopis, the buildings along the fhpre can 

only have been fuburbs, magazines, and habi- , 

tations for fifhermen. In thofc early days of 

navigation, every angle of a coaft, projeding 

rock, illand, or river's mouth, conftitutcd a 

port; and therefore we muft not be furprifed, 

if we are often at a lofs to difcover any traces of 

the ancient harbours we read of. Locri had, 

. no doubt, fome fafe retreat for gallies and row- 

boats, though nothing now appears but an ope^i 

road. Without a few remarkable monuments 

to guide us, it is not eafy to difcover the true 

poiition of any ancient town on this coaft. The 

difficulty arifes from a progrcfSve change of 

Vol. lU CL ^^'^'1- 
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dwelling. Adventurers, on their firft landing, 
provided for their fecurity by iH^ing upon fome 
elevated inacceffible took, where they could bid 
defiance to the natives^ as W'CU ks to any flrah- 
' jgers that might venture to land on the coaft. 
As foon as increafe of nuthbjxs gave thera fuf- 
ficient peters for an attempt to enrich them- 
felves by conquefi or dorhmei-ce, they defcend^d 
from (heir ipountainous faftneffes, and eredted 
commodious cities in the fertile plains along the 
ihore. The full tide of human profperity lafts 
but a moment ; and every ftate, when once it 
has reached the highett point of glory and 
power, muP;, by the natural courfe df things, 
be hurried back with the ebb to its original 
obfcurity. This viciffitude was experienced by 
the Grecian cities of Italy. Deprived of liberty 
by the Romans, they foon faw the number of 
their citizens dwindle away ; and then they 
found, that a too extenfive circuit of walls in an 
open country expofed them to continual infuks 
by fea and land. 'Unwholefome vapours, the 

effefis 
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eJSeifts of depopulation and neglected husban- 
dry, completed their ruin ; and the feeble rem- 
nants of their inhabitants retired for k^lth and 
lafety to the tops of the neighbouring moun- 
tains, where they built towns that refembled 
aeries of birds of prey, rather than manfions 
of the human race. As peace and fecurity re- 
turn, as agriculture and trade meet with en- 
couragement, we behold the inhabitants forfake 
their ufelefs caftles, and venture once more into 
the plains. 

A colony from Locris in Greece founded the 
commonwealth of Locri in Italy, to which 21a- 

r 

ieucus gave a code of laws, efteemed by all the 
Greeks a maftcr-piece of legiflation. He was the , 
iirft that committed his inftitutions to writing, 
and fixed certain bounds to penalties and puniih« 
ments, which, in all laws promulgated before 
his time,- werje left to the difcretion of Uie 
judges. Like all the followers of Pythagoras, 
h,c fupported the fimplicity of bis decrees' by 
. unalterable inflexibility, of which he is fatd to 

0^2 -Jxavci 
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have made his own family feel the cfFefts, w-» 

4 

ther than derogate from the letter of the law. 
Jealous of innovation, he enafted, that who- 
ever had a new law to propofe, fliould appear in 
the aflembly of the people with a rope round 
his neck, to be ftrangled immediately. If the 
propofals were rejeded. The Locrians entered 
into an alliance with the Sicilian tyrants, and 
received the younger Dlonyfius into their city 
when he fled frpm Syracufe. The villain re- 
paid their hofpitality with the blackeft ingrati- 
tude. By artifice and force, he acquired an 
abfolute domin'ion over them, and exercifed it 
in a brutal manner, by infulting their wives and 
diaughters, and plundering their property. 
Upon his departure for Sicily the Locrians vin- 
dicated their rights, and wreaked their ven- 
geance on his wife and children. This com- 
monwealth poflefled an ample territory, and 
refpedable force, in proportion to the reft of 
the Greek ftates ; but after it was fubdued by 
Rome, faded away like a plant wounded at the 

root. 



I 
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root, oppreffcd and ruined by the cruelty and 
avarice of its governors *. 

I cannot 

* Nummi Locreniiura, 
AUR* If Caput JoYis laur. AOKPnN.zrAquila leporem 

difc. AOKPQUs 
^RG« !• Cap. Jot, launrrAquila lep. difc. AOKPHK. 
z* Fulmen-caduoeus AOKPAN.z^Aquilalep. diic* 
, 3* Cap. imb. dUd. txda.ziAquila fulm. inf. ramus. 

jT. AOKPflN. 

« 

4. Cap. barb. laur. ^.irFigara flans flolata coron. 

impon, cap. figurse urbis fedent. AOKPflN— 
P5;2MA I1,I£TIS. 
j. Cap. Palladia gal. arcus A0KPnN.=:Pegafu8 A. 
^R. I. Cap. Palladis gal.ziRacemus AOKPnN. 

X 2* Caput mul. fpica.= Pallas. flans d. hafl. f. cly* 
peum. cornuQ. flclla AOKPflN. 
3. Cap, Viril. laureate: Pallas flans d. haft, f, cly. 

A. AGKPXiN. 
4. Cap. Pall. gal. AEY.=Fig. mul. fedcns d, pat. 
f. fceptiym tripus AOKPHN. 

5. Cap. Pall. gal.=:Pegafu8 AOKPHN. 

6. Cap. Mul. diad=:Aquila fiilm. inf. corona 

AOFCPHN 

7. Cap. Jovis laur. AiOS.z:Fulmcn AOKP«N. 

0^3 8. Cap. 
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I cannot learn at what prccife time- the prc^ 
fent name was given to the city; but as its 
Biihop is called Hieracenfis in the eighth cea- 
tury, I fuppofe it became common about that 
period. GeraCe was always a place of firength. 
In the courfe of a family quarrel among the 
Norman Princes, Guifcard was betrayed and 
taken as he attempted to furprife it; and had 
the Geracians been fuffered to follow their in-' 
clinations, would have loft his life ; but Roger, 
though his enemy, refcued him out of their 
^atods, and by this fignal fervice regained his 
brother's friendlhip. 

This was one of the numerous baronies la- 
viflied by Charles of Anjou on the Montforts. 



8. Cap. Pall, duo glob.nin coron. cornu. A0# 

9. Cap. Cereris fpic. corOn. fpica.=» Pallas flans d. 

ha^aiij, f. clyp, cornuc. fiella. AOKPHN. 
10. Capita Diofcur. jugat.s: Jupiter fed. d. avem. f, 

baculum. cornuc. AOKPHN, 
•II. Cap. Pall. =:Ful men AOKPHN. 
12. Cap. vir. Iaur.=Mars flans d, haft. f. clyp. 

AOKPfiN. 

Under 
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Under the Duraa^ziaa line, it was acquired by 
(hp Carraccioli,, and is now' held by the Gri- 
roaldi of Genoa, with the title of Prince, 

In the evening I joined a crowd that was 
dragging a woman to church, in order to have 
the devil driven out of her by exorcifms. She 
was a middle-aged perfon, and feemed to be in 
very ftrong convulfionj, whiph every body pre- 
fent firmly believed tp proceed from a demoni« 
acal poffe^on^ T^ie prie(t refufing to come, 
fom^ of the aiSftants grew impatient^ and pulled 
the woman about fo very roughly, that Beelze- 
bub thought proper to decamp, ^he patient 
rofe up, and though confufed. and panting fqr 
breath, very foon recovered her fenfes, and ran 
away full fpeed to her own houfe. From which 
circuo^ft^nces I inferred, there was more roguiei;y 
in her cafe than real diforder. 

All convulfions of the kind are attributed tto 
aflaults of tnalignant fpirits. Near fifteen hun- 

r 

dred women, pretending to be tormented by 
thefe imp$, go up annually to Soriano, to be 

0^4 cured 
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cured of the poflefEon by looking at a portrait 
©f Sr. Dominick, fent down as a .prefenc from 
the celeftial gallery. By thefe pretexts, they 
obtain from their tyrannical fpoufes leave to 
make this pleafant pilgrimage, and a pair of 
holiday Ihoes, without which it would be highly 
difrefpeftful to prefent themfelves before the 
holy pi&urc. A prieft of that convent told me 
a ftory of a female demortiac, who, after going 
, through the ufual courfe of cure, was fent to 
confefs her fins to him. As he was perfectly 
well acquainted with the common tricks, he 
ordered her to give him the true reafon of her 
afting that farce ; and threatened her, in cafe 
of obftinacy, with a vifit from a real devil, 
who would torment her in good earneft. The 
poor woman, terrified to death at the menace, 
frankly acknowledged, that having been married 
by her parents againft her inclinations to a goat- 
herd, who flank intolerably of his goats and 
cheefes, Ihe abhorred his approach, and feigned 
pioflTcflion to avoid cohabiting with hiai. Hav- * 

ing 
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ing thus wormed the fecret out of her, the 
prieft, in hopes of alleviating her misfortune, 
fent for her hufband, and as he knew it would 
be in vain to attempt to argue him out of a be- 
lief of the devirs being in his wife, he planned 
a different mode of attack, and informed the 
fimple fellow, that he had difcovered what 
particular kind of fpirit it was ; that this daemon 

was remarkable ror an outrageous- antipathy to 

> . ' , • > • ■ 

goatherds, and that no exorcifms could prevent 
himf rom plaguing them. The poor man, whofe 
firil profefiion l^ad been gardening, and whofe 
fuccefs in the othet line of bufinefs had not 
been very great, readily confented to return to 
hrs old way of labour, if that would keep Satan 
out of his houfe* The friar procured a garden 
for him, and a chapman for his flock, and 
foon had the happinefs of feeing the married 
couple well fettled, and perfectly fatisficd witli 
each other. 

We rode next day twelve miles, through a 
difagrecable low country, which, from the poor- 

nefs 
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Iiefs of its clayey foil, and the bad look pf ixi 
CQtn, may be prpnounced u,nfayourable to th9 
purpofes pf agticu\ture« The next fix miles 
were over hiU$ of wretched afpeft, compofed of 
hungry clay laid upon beds pf rpund pebbles, 
jRi^ncrals, (and, a,nd Ihells, cemeni;ed tpgether. 
After a weary ride through execrable road^, wc 
llppped at one of the worft-looking villages I 
^yer beheld* It is called Bianco^ from the 
chalky hill it (lands uponj, and confifts qf houf^ 
built of flone and mud. covered with luted 

\ 

bpughs. The appearance pf every thing abovit 
it was fo dreary, the lopks of the villagers fo 
fquallid, and the evening fo ftormy, that I w^ 
glad ;o remain in my fmoky crib, and comfoi^t 
ipyfelf with fome white*wine of a firong body 
zjxd flavour^ though rather top gre^t a degree of 
roughnef?. My quiet was diflurbed by the dan- 
ger of my guide, whofe hand was bitten by a 
viper, as he was climbing over an old waJJ* 
The fymptpms were very quick an4 violent ; 
. but the landlord removed the^n by applying a 

red- 
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red>hot iron to the wound, and thoroughly fcar»« 
fying round it. He faid the coldnefs of the 
weather had benumbed the ferpent, and rendered 
the venom .kfs virulent than it would have 
been in a hot day. He mentioned a relation of 
his, whofe head had fwelled to a prodigious 
iize from his having fucked the place where a 
viper had bit one of his children; but the fweW. 
ling went off with fomentations. 
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E defcended the mountain at the 
hazard of our litres^ by a miry 



narrow road, buttreffed up with pofts, over 
which are laid wooden bridges that quiver with 
the preiTure even of a foot traveller. Asiit had 
rained very hard all night, our leader prudently 

- preferred a longer way by the fands, to a (hort 
cut through the mountains* We crofled the 

^ iflhmus of Cape Bruzzano^ where the Logrians 

firft 
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£rft landed^ and remained four years before^ 
they moved northward. The low grounds are 
extremely rich in herbage^ and produce fponta- 
neottlly thick crops of fainfoin^ which are not 
nirned to proper account ; half the grafs is fuf- 
fered to rot on the ground for want of cattle to. 
confume it. Oleander, and many other beautji- 
All flirubs, line the banks of the torrents, near 
fome of which I found roots of the Calamus 
/Lromaticus, Acorus, or Sweet Flag, be&des 
many other rare plants ; but in the hurry of a 
journey, which had not botany for its fole ob- 
ject, their names have efcaped my ^memory. I 
am confident a regular fearch in thefe wafles, 
would afibrd botanical obfervers a treafure of 
curious and medicinal vegetables f» I dined at 
Brancaleone, a fmall village ; and afterward 
tode to examine Cape Spartivento, the moft 
Ibutherly point of jtaly. It is furrounded by 

* Don Domenico Cirillo, an eminent phyfician of Naples, 
drew up a large catalogue of plants in his tour through 
Calabria, &c. 

fmaU 
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fmall iiUnds^ and numerous rocky Ihelves^ ba 
which the waves break with great fury as they 
are driven down the freights. From thb angle 
we ilruck into the mountains ; and after . much 
fatigue reached the city of Bova, where a letter 
procured me a very polite reception from one <)f 
the Canons. 

Bova is placed on the brow of a hill, an4 
being out of the way of trade and thoroughface 
can boafl of neither wealth nor agriculture. 
Moft of the inhabitants are of Greek origin and 
rite« I do not mean that they can trace their 
pedigree up to the old republicans of Magna 
Grascia, for all fuch filiations have been cut off^ 
and confounded in the darknefs of many revolv- 
ing ages. Thefe people are of a much later 
importation^ having emigrated from Albania 
only a few centuries ago. I vfi% defirous of 
obtaining every poffible information about them^ 
and Ihall bring into one point of view all I have 
learned at different times conceming'their hiftory. 

When we reooUedt^ that a very large portion 

of 
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W the kingdom was once inhabited or governed 
by Greeks, and underftand that the Grecian 
rite has been iA force in many parts' of it, and 
ftill is fo in fome, we naturally incline to fup*- 
pofe ^ continued poflefSon, and the Greek 
Chufch eftabliihed here by prefcription ; but 
the fallacy of our concluiions will appear upon 
reflecting, that, when Chriftianity began in 
Italy, fcarcely the fmalleft trace could be diico- 
•vered of Grecian laws, cuftoms, or language. 
Folybius, two hundred years before, fpeaks of 
them as old or former eftablifiiments. Cicero 
mentions them as being already obfolete ; and 
We learn from Strabo, that except three- cities 
which retained fome faint idea of them, all the 
reft of Magna Gra^cia was become . completely 
Roman in tongue, habits, and jurifprudence. 
The infcriptions found in the Neapolitan ftate 
clearly prove it. If any veftiges might be dif- 
cerned during the reign of Auguftus, they were 
certainly very foon after obliterated by the 
intrpdu£tiob of colonies, and a feries of dome- 

, flic 
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file Wars. From thefe preoiifes it follows, that 
^lien B, Patriarch was eftabliihed at Conftanti- 
noplc/ there exifted no particular connexion be- 
tween this country and Greece ; but the Nea- 
politan provinces formed, with the reft of Itily, 
' part of the immediate jurifdidion of the Blflit>p 
of Rome. They followed the Latin rite till the 
eighth century,- when Leo Ifauricus compelled 
the fubjeds of his Italian dominions to re- 
nounce all obedience to the fee of Rome, and 
join in communion with the Conftantinopolitaa 
Patriarch. The Norman conqueror^ through 
zeal and policy, reftored this province to the 
Tope's authority, thereby the better to annihi- 
late all union with the Greek intereff. In 'the 
fifteenth century, almoft every trace of the 
Greeks was loft, except fome faint traditions 
and refemblances of cuftoms, when the follow* 
ing feries of events brought a new colony into 
Italy. 

George Caftriot, Prince oCEpire or Albany, 
better known among us by the name of Scan* 

derbeg, 
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derbeg, the bulwark of Chriftendom againft the 
Turks, received a confiderable and timely fuc 
cour fjrom Alphonfus the Firft. In return, be 
ten years afterwards, in 1460, croffcd the Adri- 
atic, defeated John of Anjou, and eflabliibed 
Ferdinand the Firft on the Neapolitan throne. 
That grateful King prefented him with many 
large fiefs, and invited the Epirotes to fettle . 
in his dominions. The death of Scanderbeg 
removed every obftacle to the Turkifli con- 
quefts, and John his fon fled to Naples for re- 
fuge. H« was. received with open arms, lands 
vftrc afiigned to his followers, and exemption 
from taxes granted them, with many other pri- 
vileges, of which fome (hadow ftill . remains. 

» 

Tbefe ftrangers fixed their abode in various pro- 
vinces, but chiefly in Calabria, from a profped: 
of fuperior advantages, by being under the pro- 
te&ion of Irene Caftriota, married to San Seve- 
rino. Prince of Bifignano. The Albanefe con- 
tinued to come over fo late as the reign of 
Charles the Fifths and their plumbers increafed 

very 
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vdryTcnfibly. At preferit, they amount to a hun- 

dred thoufarid at leaft, difpcrfed in a hundred 

villages or towns : but many of thefe fettlements 

arc wretchedly poor, and much decayed : thofe 

in the neighbourhood of Bova rema<*kably fo^ ^ 

The villagers carry corn, chcefe, and cattle to 

Reggie ; but that being a poor mart, has but 

fraall* demands, and little circulation of money. 

Their common language is Albanefe. The^ 

nieii tran fpeak Calabrefe ; but the women, who 

neither buy nor fell, under ftand no tongue but 

their own, which they pronounce with great 

Jweetnefs of accent. This Albanian dialed: is 

quite different from the modern Greek and 

Sclavonian languages, though they are fpokea 

* ■ ' - . . 

by all the nations round Albaiiia. It is worthy 

of remark, that this jargon, which has been 

known in Europe upward*? of a thoufand years, 

Ihould be fo little attended to, that it ftill re- 

mains without an alphabet, and many of its 

founds dre not to be accurately cxprefled either 

by Latin or Greek letters. From this fixigula- 

Vol. II. R rity 
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rity we may infer, that it is a mixture of the 
dialed:s of thofe Tartarian hordes thtit over-ran 
Macedonia and Greece in the eighth century ; to 
which medley the intercourfe with Germans^ 
Italians, 'and Crufaders, has added a variety of 
foreign terms. The roots of this language are 
vnconnedted with thofe of all other Europeail 
ones ; but it abounds with words borrowed from 
old and modern Greek, Latin, Sclavonian, Ita- 
lian, French, German, and, what is very extra-* 
ordinary and paft accounting for, many Engliih 
terms employed in their native fignification, with 
fome variation in the declenfion and pronuncia^ 
tioii *♦ 

« 

* Thefe words aitiong others : 



Aunt 


Crab 


Let 


Hip 


Boor 


" Door 


Leg 


Sea 


Breeches 


Dream 


Lofty 


Sheep 


Breaft ' 


Feather 


Lofe 


Stir 


Cow 


Grumble 


Milk 


Sight 


Cool 


Gape 


Muihroom 


Shame 

1 


Chimney 


Hunt 


Meal 


Tickle 


Chide 


Hunger 


Mud 


Uncle 


Cough 


Knee 


Open 


V^Tood 


Can 


Leave 


Run 


You. 



This Catalogue was given me y D. Palqualc Baffi, an 
Albanefe. 

The 
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The Greek rite is now obferved in the pro- 
vince of Cofenza alone, the Miniftry and Bi*- 
ihops having, by degrees, perfuaded or com- 
pelled the other Albanefe to conform to the Ro- 
man liturgy and difcrpline. Jhe Latin Dioce- 
lans found it, no douht, inconvenient to be 
charged with the dirediion of a foreign nation, 
of whofe cuftoms, language, and ceremonies 
they did not choofe to corifefs their ignorance. 
/ Moreover, a total want of inflrudlion had plunged 
the Epirotic colonics into fuch a flate of barba- 
rifm, that at lad there was not a pried to be 
found among them, who knew Greek enough 
to perform divine fervice in that language. To 
remedy thefe diforders, and preferve his native 
worship, Monfignor Rodata, Librarian of the 
Vatican, prevailed upon Clement the Twelfth 
to found a college at St. Benedetto Ullano, in 
Upper Calabria, for the education of the young 
Greeks, who wi/hed to dedicate tbemfelves to 
the fervice of the church. He was himfclf 

« 

wnfecrated an Archbilhop in fartibfis, and fent 

R 2 to 
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to lay the firfi fione of this Italo-Greca-Corfi« 
nian feminary. Diplomas^ immunities, and 
privileges, were heaped upon the eftabltihmcnt^ 
the property and jurifdi&ion of many villages 
purchafed for it^ iixteen thoufand crowns ez« 
pended upon the buildings, and a thoufand du- 
cats a year fet apart for the proviiion of the 
Biihop. He a£ts as prefident of the college ; 
but in his epifcopal powers is fubordinate to 
the Latin Prelate of Bifignano^ without whofe 
licence he cannot confer orders on his ftudents. 
There is, befides, a pariih-prieft and a fchooU 
mafter. The Fei£ are boarders at twenty crowns 

a year* Two Dominican friars read le&ures of 

< 

moral philofophy and fcholafiic divinity ; but 
whenever they touch upon the five famous pro- 
portions in difpute between the two churches, 
the zeal of their anceftors breaks out in the 
tcholars, .who feldom hear then! inforced with- 
out, betraying fome tokens of difgufl. Rodata 
died too foon for the good of his fettlement ;— 

abu&s 
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nbufes cr^pt in^ and the temporal concerns of 
the houfe have, of late years, been egregiouily 
tniimanaged. 

Tbefe-Albabefe are a quiet induftrious people, 
and their women remarkable for regularity of 
i:ondud. In their drefs they preferve the cof- 
tume of lllyricum, from whence their forefa- 
thers caqfie. The moft beiutiful women are ge- 
nerally given in maniage to clergymen, and are' 
exceedingly proud of their hufbands ; for among 
them priefthood is the higheft nobility. When 
an ecclefiafliq dies, his widow n^ver enters into 
a fecond engagements becaufe none but a virgiti 
can afpire to the hand of a prieft j and any qther 
\%, benej^th her acceptance. 



* > 
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SECTION XLVII. 



FROM Bova I travelled thirty miles along" 
the ihorc to Reggio. As foon as the 
morning mifts were difpelled by the rifing fun, 
I bad a view of Sicily, where ^cna towered 
above all other mountains, with a ilender line of 
iinoke flying from its top in a horizontal direc- 
tion, as far as the eye could reach. We break- 
fafted at a farmer's houfe in a poor, but well- 
fituated village, called AmendoHa. Here we 
defcended into the plain^ and croITed the river 
Alice^ the ancient boundary of the Locrian ftate. 
Iriimenfe quantities of anchovies frequent the 
mouth of this ftream and the adjacent coaft ; it 
is therefore very likely, that cither the fifti de- 
rived its Latin name Halec * from the river, or 

^ The Italian name of both is Alice. 

the 



jfOURKEV TO REOGIC SL^J 

I 

this river was called after the fifh. At Pcnte- 
dattolo, a pretty village, I found the ftate of 
agriculture much better than what I had hi- 
therto feen in this province. The ground Js 
managed with more ikill and neatnefs^ and con- 
sequently produflive of greater crops. Its hemp 
Is the beft in Calabria. The hills that border 
upon thefe flats^ confift of chalk and clay^ 
lixiixed with rocks, formed of ferruginous par- 
ticks, talk, and fmall pebbles. The farmers 
were bufy with their harveft, but feemed to lofe 
much time from a fcarcity of hands. Near 
Montebello^ we paffed over the laft Point of the 
Apennines, at the Capo deir Armi, where the 
mountainous ridge finks into the fea, to rife 
again on the Sicilian fliore at Taormina^ in an 
oblique line. The opinion which was gene- 
rally held by the ancients, that Sicily was for- 
merly part of Italy, torn from it by fome vio- 
. lent concuffion of the globe, has been rejefted 
by Cluver and others, upon their not being 
?ible to trace any correfponding angles and con-^ 

U 4 generous^ 



248 JOURNEY TO RECGIO. 

generous ftrata on the different fides of the 
fireights. Their ill fuccefs in this fearch arofe 
from their miftaking the diredion of the moun- 
tains. They denied the original junfiure, bev 
Gaufe they found no traces of it between Capo 
dcUVArmi and the heights behind Cape Pe- 
Joro; but, upon a more accurate fur vey, , they 
would have difcovered that the mountains of 
Taormiaa correfpond, in compofition and (hape^ 
with the extremity of the Apennine, and that 
the high lands of Cape Vaticano point towards 
the eminences north of Meffina. 

The foil of this promontory is light, and the 
ftonc* white, which is, nd doubt, the origin of 
its Greek name, Leucopetra, white rock — The 
afpeO: of the country is wild, and bare of trees, 
but covered with lentifcus, the common fuel of 
the neighbourhood. The face of the rocks is 
divided by narrow ftreaks of pebbles inclining 
to the horizon. The road is excellent for horfes ; 
the profpefts enchanting. The traveller has 

« * • 

under his eye the beautiful Faro of Mcflina, 

# . and 
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and the fertile plains of Reggio^ contrafied witfaf 
a bold chain of mountains that ftretches away 
to the north-eaft. On defcending to the wcfti^ 
we entered upon a fcene utterly different front 
livhat I had been long accuftomed to* Inftead 
of hills and marfliy ihpres, with little population^ 
or appearance of induflry, I now came tp a 
rich delicious garden, ihaded by groves s^nd 
avenues of poplars and mulberry-trees, divided 
by hedgessof pomegranates, inclofing vineyard^ 
and orchards of orange^ citron^ and various 
other kinds of aromatic fruit. Vegetables of 
all forts abound under the fhade of thefe per« 
fumed plantations ; but hemp is chiefly culti- 
vated, as being the moft lucrative, though its 
emanations are fuppofed to be pernicious. Ca« 
pious ftreams meander rtirough thefe agreeable 
plains, and diftribute life and vigour to every 
plant. On each fide of the road are houfes 
ereded for the accommodation of iilk- worms, 
upon a particular plan of conftrudtion. The 
windows arc long, and not above fix inches 

wide. 
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wide* This narrowncfs prevents too great .9k 
quantity of air being admitted at a time^ which 
would overpower the tender infefts. When the 
eggs are on the point of being hatched, thefe 
boles are Ihut^ and a moderate fire kept up in 
the rooms. The worms^ as foon as they come 
out^ are placed upon beds of reeds, and there 
fed with leaves o^ the mulberry-tree, which^ in 
thftS difiri£t, is invariably of the red fort. It. is 
preferred to the white-fruited kind^ as being a. 
later ihooler, and better adapted to the periodsi 
of theworm*s life, which would be endan-. 
gered from late changes of weather, if forced 
cut of its Ihell at the tiine the white mulberry 
produces its Uaves 5 befides, it is the opinion of 
the filk- workers, that worms fed with the red 
mulberry, produce a more compadt heavy filk^ 
than thjofe that live upon the leaves of the 
white one. I am apt to think this a vujgar 
prejudice, unwarranted by experience, as the 
Chinefe^ Piedmontefe, and Languedoqians pre- 
fer the white fort. I was furprifed to fee the 

Calabrefc 
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Calabrefe bring up their filk» worms (o tenderly; 
for I ibould have thought their climate warm . 
and conftant enough to allow them to leave the 
worms upon the trees, as they are treated in the 
fouthern parts of China ; but I was told, that 
many experiments had been made, without fuc- 
cefs, to difcover a method of prefer ving them 
in the open air. In order to provide food for 
them in cafe of a blight among the mulberry^ 
trees, other leaves have been tried^ and brambles- 
tops have been found the beft fuccedaneum. In 
the management of this produce, the Calabrefe 
are much inferior to the Tufcans, who, though 
many degrees farther north, contrive to have 
two hatchings, or feafons, in a year. Thefe 
filk-worm-houfes are the property of reputable 
families in Reggio, who furnifh rooms, leaves^ 
eggs, and every neceflary implement i take 
^wo-thirds qf the profit, and leave the other for . 
the attendants. A fucceflion of eggs is imported 
f(om X^eghorn, and other places, to renew the 
breed, ai|d by frequent changes keep up the 

quality 
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f^ualtty of the filk. Great care is requtfite to 
prevt^nt lizards from entering thefe apart^^entn 
If they get in while the worms are employed in 
their fuii£tion9 or transformations, they will 
defiroy great numbers, by running to and fro 
along the ihelves. — ^The natural and powerful 
enemy of the Uzard| is the large black fnake, 
fo opnamon in Italy. Th^ ^ght of one of then^ 
will fcare away all li2;ards, and therefore is very 
agreeable and ferviceable to the filk-d^akrs, 
who accept it as a happy omen; and fcreani 
out. Good luck I Good luck ! whenever they fee 
one of thefe reptiles creep into their houfe^ 
To fecure a good filk year, they offer a. part 
of the produce to the faint of the parifl^, who 
ibmetimes gets a fifth ihare from thefe zealots. 
Mariners, employed in exporting this commo- 
dity in barks, lay afide a bale of iilk for their 
particular patron ; but if there fall any rain to 
fpoil the cargo, the faint is fuppofed not to 
have fulfilled the reciprocal agreement, and ac- 
cordingly lofes all claim to his portipn. 

AH 
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AH the pods muft be carried to -publtc cal* 
drons at Reggio, and .there pay a duty Cmt 
boiling and winding off. As the winders work 
by the pound , they perform their taik in a more 
flovenly, carelefs manner, than they would do 
' were they paid by the day. After the filk is 
drawn off; forty-two grana and a half per pound 
are exaAed^ even though the owner Ihould 
keep it for his private ufe. Nothing can be 
more unfair than this tar, as the weight is fet 
down while the merchandife is wet and heavy. 
The tyranny pf excife is ftill carried greater 
lengths ; for the poor wretches are forced to 
pay one grana a pound for the refufe and un* 
profitable pods, and two carlini a year for every 
xnulberry-tree growing in their grounds. This 
odious, abfurd impofition, was planned by the 
Marquis of Squillace, contrary to every wife 
principle of adminiftration, and with many 
other vexations has checked this advantageous 
branch of commerce, difcouraged the farmers, 
and caufed hundreds of valuable trees to be 

cut 
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cut down to fave the duty. In general^ the 
profits of the filk-trade in this country centre iit 
the Barons and Revenue-officers. The former 
by monopoly, and the latter by exactions, ob- 
lige the poor merchants to fmuggle for a live- 
lihood; and, to the great-detriment of the royal 
receipt, the excifemen find it their intereft ta 
connive at the practice. 
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TH E approach to Reggio is charming ; for 
every cottage . of the fuburb is ihade4 
with a beautiful arbour of vines, loaded with 
clufters of grapes, that produce a very good 
fort of wine* 

Ofiinges, and their kindred-fruits, arrive at 

great perfeftion in thefe plains, which/ are faid 

to be the firfl: fpot in Italy where their culture 

'■ -^ was 
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was attempted, apd from which it was ex- 
tended over the country* They are found to be 
much hardier than was at firfl fufpe^ed, manjr 
large plantations thriving at the foot of the 
Apennines, twenty miles from the fea, where 
in winter there is often froft enough to congeat 
-Water. The Reggians carry on a lutrativo 
trafHck with the French and Genoefe in cflcncc 
of citron, orange, and bergamot. This fpirift 
is extracted by paring off the. rind of the fruit? 
with a broad knife, preiling the peel betweeif 
wooden pincers agaidll a fpunge ; and, as fodif 
as the fpunge is faturated, the volatile liquor i$ 
iqueezed into a phial, and fold at fifteen carlines 
an ounce. The caput tnortuum is eaten by 
oxen, and the pulp ferves to make fyrup. There 
is a fmall fort of citrons fet apart for the Jews 
of Leghorn, who come every year to buy them 
for three tornefi apiece. As they are defiined 
for fome religious ceremonies, the buyers take 
great care not to pollute theiQ by ^ touch o| 
the naked hand. : 

The 
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The olives of Reggio are large and pulpy. 
l*hey are much admired by thofe who rclifli a 
bigh flavour ; but to thofe who have been accuf* 
tomed only to eat the Provence fort^ they ap- 
pear too ftroilgk The exportatioh of oil brings 
into Calabria«ultra half a million of ducats an* 
nually. 

Before the Saracens were driven back to their 
original habitations on the Arabian and Afri* 
can fands^ the environs of this city were adorned 
with ftately groves of palm-trees. Many of thefe 
trees were felled by the. Chriftians out of a 
whimfical hatred to the plants as if it had been 
an appurtenance of Mahomerifm. The Infidels 
thcmfelvcs, on their retreat, deftroyed all the 
male palms^ except fuch as grew within the 
walls. There are fome trees {landing in the city 
which annually produce fcveral pounds of dates t 
but moll of them fall off before they ripen, and 
arc eaten by the hogs. It has been remarked, 
Aat in feafons wherein the Scirocco, or other 
Southerly winds, blow for a long continuance, 

the 
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the dates ripen better and fdonet than ufuaU 
Perhaps the great quantity of warm moiflure 
and dull fcattered over them by*thofe winds, 
refolVes the natural refradtorinefs of the fruit,^ 
by caufing an uncomnaon heat and fermentation* 
A fimilar precocity is obferved in figs growing 
neak* a du{ty t'oad. It is fuppofed that the 
ipritikling of lees of oil would haften the matu* 
ration both of figs and dates. 

Figs here have a fine flavour ; thofc of Fe- 
lugafo and Mammola are the bed* The gar* 
deners of this province do not follow the Le- 
vantine method of capi^ification^ which is per« 
formed by carrying an infcd from the wild tree 
to the cultivated one, in ordfsr to procure im- 
pregnation by the duft or pollen that (ticks tp 
the feet and body of the fly, as the wild fig 
alone bears male flowers : nor do they ripen this 
fruit as the Neapolitsin cultivators do, by touch- 
log the eye of ic with a feather dipt in oil. The 
C^brian figs come on very well without thefi? 
helpS) though the wild plants abounding ever/ 

Volt II. S where. 
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lyhere, affords opportunity for caprification^ if 
squired. When the Calabrcfe are defirous of 
raifing 6g- trees from feed^ a method lefa in ufe 
^an flipping, they gatlier a quantity of wild 
figs, firing them upon pack^^thread^. and hang 
them over the cultivated ones on the tree, till 
both are half-dried by the fun. In October they 
iplit the gardon fruit, and rub it very hard 
upon a rope. When the rope is covered with 
feeds, they bury it a few inches under ground f 
and in a fliort time a plentiful crop of feedlings 
appears, which muft be grafted, as they are all 
wild, or at Icaft of a mongrel breed. 

The firft Plataiius ever fcen in Italy was 

■* ' _^ 
brought from Sicj^. by Dionyfius the tyrant, 

and planted in his garden at Reggio. The 

Mufa and Ananas grow very well out of doors 

here. The Prince of Scilla was, I believe, the 

firft in this part of the world that cultivated the. 

l^ine-apple. He^treated it in the beginning wittt- 

great charinefs and precaution ; but, upon trial, 

^und a bolder management fuit it better. 

The 
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The hills, tHat Ikirt the great chain of moun- 
tains, abound with chefnut-trees, producing 
very large and fweet fruit, which the inhabi- 
tants dry, grind, knead into a parte, and ufe in 
lieu of bread. 

Between Reggio and Sciila a filver mine 
was opened by the prefent King of Spavin ; but 
the vein lying in a' granite rock that dips con- 
fiderably towards the fea, as if dragged down 
by the finking of the Straits, was not fufBcienc 
to cover the expences, and therefore abandoned. 
I believe this bad fuccefs may alfo be attributed 
to the unfkilfulnefs and lazinefs of the miners. 
Large quantities of ore were flolen, and at laft 
all the works deftroyed, by the negligence of 
the overfcers, who left the furnaces lighted when 
they went away. The buildings took fire, and 
were entirely confumed ; and the whole (lock 
reduced, by the violence and continuance of 
the flames, to a ftatt of vitrification or calcina- 
tion. 

S2 Reggio 
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Reggio cati boail of neither beautiful build- 
ings nor firong fortifications • Of its edifices the 
Gothic cathedral is the only ilriking one ^ but 
it affords nothing curious in architedture^ This 
citadel is far from formidable^ according to the 
prefent fyftem of tadtics : nor could the city^ 
walls make a long reiiftance againil any enemy 
but Barbary corfairs : — and even thefe they have 
not always been able to repel ; for^ in 1543, ic 
was laid in afhes by Barbaroila; Muftapha 
facked it fifteen years after ; and the defolation 
was renewed in 1593, by another fet of Turks. 
Its expofed fituation^ on the very threfhold of 
Italy, and fronting Sicily, has, from the earlieft 
period, rendered it liable to attacks and devalla* 
tion. The Chalcidians feized upon it ; or, ac- 
cording to the ufual Greek phrafe, founded it, 
and called the colony Rhegion^ from a word 
that means a break or crack ; allufive of its po- 
iition on the point where Sicily broke off from 
the contineivt. Anaxilas opprefifed its liberties* 
I^ionyfius the Elder took it, and put many of 

the 
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t^e principal citizens to deaths in revenge for 
their havii^g refufed h^s alliance. The Campa- 
nian legion^ fent to proted the Rhegians^ turned 
its fword againft them> m^flacred many inha^ 
bitants, and tyrannized over the remainder ; till 
the Roman Senate thought proper to puniih 
tliefc tr^tprs with exemplary feverity, though 
at the feme time it entered into league with the 
revolted garrifop 9f MeflSqat Tbjs union, with 
a fet of villains guilty of the fame crime, 
proved that no love of juftice, but political re;i« 
fons alone, drew down its vengeance on the 
(iampanians *^ 

Jen- 

^ Nummi Rheginorum* 
4^RG. !• Fades leonisziFig. vir. fed. in cor. OMI03-fl!» 
2. Fac. leo.rzCap. mul. laur. PHriNHN. 

■ 

5. Fac. leo«=:Cap. vituUnQm. REClN0|s7. 
4. Fac. lep.^Flos PH. 
JEK. I. Cap. mul^ averfa modio coron.zr Jupiter fed. d. 
haft, tripus PHriNXm. 
!• Cap. JovU laur.zzMulier flans d. patera, i(^rpen« 
tern pafcit. IIL PHFI^N. 

S, J |. Ca^>^ 
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I enjoyed fevcral ielightful walks aloqg the 
beach. Wherever a bole is made- in the fands^ 

though 

3* Cap. Dianae.nFig. vir. flan, in brach. avem. (|. 
ramum. f* baculum* cornucop.' PHriNHNr. 

4. Cap. Dia.riLeo gradiens PHriNHN. 

5. Cap. Apoll. iaur.=;Tripu« PHriNflN. 

6. Cap. Apoll. & Dian. Jug.ssTripus PHtlNOlf* 

7. Cap. Dian. P.ziTripus PHFINnK. 

8. Cap. Dian.=:Lyra PHriNHK. 

9. Fac. leonisziLyra. luna PHriNAN. 

10. Fac. Icon. ziTripusPHriNnN. 

11. Cap. Fall. gal. gryps in gal.rzMinerva Aans d. 

Vidoriam. f. haft. & clyp. ful(nen n. PHriNQN. 

12. Cap. imb.zzFJg. vir. nuda fed. d. fagittam f. ar- 

cum. n. PHriNflN. 

13. Cap. Apoll. K. PHriNjf2N.r^Leon. fades. • 

14. Cap. Apoll. 1= Vir. nud. flans d. ramum fup. tri- 

pod, f. haflam. 

15. Cap. viril. JugatarrVir flans avem d. arborem 

f. PHriNfiN. 

16. Cap. Jug. Diofcura— Mercurius flans d. ramum* 

f. caduc. III. PHriNfiN. 

17. Cap. Jug. Diofcur.rrVir nud. flans, d, avem 

& ramum. f. arborem. IIII. PHriNAK. 

1 8. Cap. 
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though within a foot of the fea, frefh water 
bubbles up. The views <m every fide are en- 
chanting, equal to the charming ones of the 
Neapolitan gulf, and fuperior to all others that 
I have ^ver feeii. Me(Una rifes out of the waves 
like a grand amphitheatre ; and the Faro, lined 
with villages and towns, feems a noble riyer^ 
winding between two bold Ihores. 

Sometimes^ but rarely, it exhibits a very 
carious pha^nomenon, vulgarly balled La Fafii 
M^^i^^^ *• 'the philofophical reader will find 



1 8, Cap* vir. laun idoluip PH^iNAN. 53 Cap. vir, laUF, 

clava, PHriNON. , >* 

19, Cap. Jiig. Apoll. & Dianaer^MuL ftoL ftans d* 

duas fpicas f. bacul. luna^ nil, P^riNXlN, 
%o. Fac. leon.r-Corona RECI. 
21, Fac.lcon.zfRECINON, 
* The namie is probably derived from an opinioa, th^t 
the whole fpedAcle is produced by a Fairy or a Magician^ 
The populace are delighted whenever the vifion appeais» 
and run about the flreets, flioutiog for joy,-wCf^ling ^very 
body out to partake of the glorious fight. 

S it " its 
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its caufes and operations learnedly accOuntc<i 
for in Kircher^ Minail^ and other authors. I 
ihall only give ix defcription of its appearance, 
from one that was an eye-witnefs. Father An- 
gelucci is the firft that mentions it with any dcr 
gree of accuracy^ in the following terms : 

^< On the fifteenth of Auguft^ 1643 > as I 

*' flood at my window, I was furprifed with a 

*^ mo&, wonderful, delectable vifion. The fea 

*' that w^ihes the Sicilian ihore fwelled up^ and 

*' became, for ten miles in lengthy like a chain 

*' of dark mountains ; while the waters near 

*^ our Calabrian coaft grew quite fmooth, and 

** in an i|)ftant appeared as one clear polifhed 

<^ mirror, reclining againft the aforefaid ridge. 

'* On this glafs was depicted, in cbiarofcuro^ a 

'^ firing of feveral thoufands of pilaflersj all 

^* equal in altitude, diflance, and degree of light 

^< and fhade. In a moment they lofl half their 

** height, and bent into arcades, like Roman 

*' aquediiQs. A long cornice was next formed 

** qn the top, and above it rofe caftles itinu*- 

• »•■'.. 

" merablca 
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*f merable^ all perfedly alike. Thefe foon fplit 
f* into towers^ which were ihortly after loft la 
f^ colonnades^ then windows^ and at laft ended 
•* in pines^ cypreffes, and other trees, even and 
<* fimilar* This is the Faia Morgana, which, 
" for twenty.fix years, I bad thought a mere 
♦' fable;' 

To produce this pleafing deception, many 
circumftances muft concur, which are not known 
to exifl in any other fituation. The fpedator 
muft ftand with his back to the eaft, in fome 
elevated pl^ee behind the city, that he may 
command a view of the whole bay ; beyond 
which the mountains of Meffina rife like a wall^ 
and darken the baqk-groun<] of thf^ pidure. 
The winds muft be bulbed ; the furfape quite 
fmoothed ; the tide at its height ; and th^ \fz* 
tcrs prefled up by currents to great pleyacion in 

the middle of the channel. All thefe events 

' ■ . • • * ' '^ » ■ - { 

coinciding, as fpon as the fun furmounts the 
eaftem hills behind Reggio, and rifes high 
f nough to form an angle of forty-five degree^ 
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on the water before the city,— every objed tx^ 
ifting or moving at Reggio will be repeated a 
thoufand fold upon this marine looking glafa ; 
which> by its tremulous motion, is, as it were^ 

* 

cut into facets* Each image will pafs rapidly 
off in fucceliion, as the day advances, and the 
ilream carries down the wave on which it ap- 
peared. 

Thus the parts of this moving pidure will 
vanifli in the twinkling of an eye, Somettmet 
i:he air is at that moment fo impregnated with 
vapours, and undifiurbed by winds, as to refled 
obje&s in a kind of aerial fcreen, rifing about 
thirty feet above the level of the Tea. In cloudy, 
heavy weather, they are drawn on the furface 
of the \7ater, bojfdered with fine prifoiatiQal ca. 
lours. 



JOUR. 






( »67 > 



JOURNEY 



FROM 



REqGIO TO NAPLESi 



. SECTION XLIX. 

TH £ heat I had experienced in Calabria 
determined me to defer my voyage t6 
Sicily till the enfuing winter. I therefore took 
my pafTage for Gallipoli in a French ihip ready 
to fail from the Straits ; and on the twenty-fe- 
cond, about fun-fet, we got under way. A 
heavy Scirocco, that rofe in the night off Cape 
Spartivento^ rendered the paflage unpleafant; 

but 
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but carried us briikly and fafely to our delUn^c} 
pprt, where we arrived on the twenty-fifth. 

Gallipoli llands pn a rocky jfland, joined tq 
tbe Continent by a bridge^ near which flows a 
fountain b£ very pure water. From the remoteft 
antiquity this was a ilatipn fo fi^vourable to 
coiiiflierce, that every maritime power wiihed to 
fccure it ; and i^ h certainly a reproach to. Go- 
vernmenty that nothing has been done to im- 
prove it^ natural advantages : — at prefent^ 
\t^ has neither harbour nor fhelter for Jhijpi- 
ping* Charles the Second d^niol^fhed Gal- 
lipoli^ for its adherence to Frederick of Aragon« 
The Venetians treated it with great cruelty ii^ 
the fifteenth century ; apd^ in 1481^ it was pil- 
laged by the Turks. To prefcrve it from future 
calainities^ Charles the Fiftt^ repaired and 
flrengthened its fortifications; arid^ iince that 
period, it has enjoyed the benefits of peace and[ * 
trade, which have rendered it the mod opulent; 
and gaycft town upon the coaft. Its inhabitants 
do not exceed fix thoufand in number ; but they 

arq 
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are eafy in their cirdutiiftanctls^ lively^ and 
xxierty^ stnd in general well-informed* Con- 
fumptions and fpitting of blood are rsitber frd* 
quent here^ occafioned by the great fubtilty of 
the air^ which is ventilated from every quarteri 
The buildings are tolerable, and fome of the 
churches have good paintings. . 

^he cotton trade brings in about thirty thou- 
fand ducats a^year* Good muilins, cotton (lock* 
ings, and other parts of apparel, are manu- 
.fad:ured here, and purchafed by the Provenpals ^ 
for Gallipoli has no dired: trade with the me« 
tropolis. Silk and fafiron were formerly objefts 
of traffick ; but heavy duties and oppreffion have 
caufed them to be abandoned. The wine of 
this territory is good ; but from drynefs of cli* 
thate, and Ihallownefs of foil, the vintage fre- 
quently fails in quantity ; and then the Gallipo* 
litans have recourfe to Sicily for a fupply. Oil 
is the great fupport of this place : — two- thirds 

of the produce of its olive plantations are ex« 

« 

ported to France, and the North, of Italy ; the 

rc' 
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l^emainder is feht to Naples^ dnd other ports ^f 
tht kingdom. It appears by the books of the 
Cuftom-houfe, that in 1766 ♦, eleven thoufand 
four hundred ?nd fifty-nine falme were (hipped 
otf for national markets, and thirty-five thou- 
fand four hundred and ninety-three falme for 
fdreign ones. This quantity cannot be valued 
at le& than a million of ducats ; but the profits 
to the venders are much curtailed by a duty on 
exportation. 

Neapolitan merchants, by means of agents 
fettled at Gallipoli, buy up the oils, from year 
to y^ar, long before an olive appears upon the 
tree. The price is afterwards fettled by public 
authority ; a mode of evaluation extremely fa- 

^ 1 fix apon 1766, as being the year /mentioned in Rei- 
• delel*8 evaluation, which I have good authority for cor- 
redtiiig. His accotints are, one thoufand three hundred 
and ninety-five lafts, or thirteen thoufand nine hundred 
and fifty falme, for home trade ; and fewBteen thoufand 
thr^ buqdrpd and twenty»tbree lafis^ or ons hiiiMlitd.ie* 
uenty-three thoufand two hundred and thirty falme^ for 
foreign countries, 

vourable 
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vourable to the traders, and prejudicial to tbio 
land-owner, who is attached to the foil, mA 
indeed feldona confidered by Governmenti The 
Neapolitans fell their oil to the merchants a£ 
Leghorn \ and, if faithfully fetved by their 
fadors in Terra di Otranto, ought to double 
their capital in two years. ^uc> to balance 
this advantage,, they run great riiks, pay exor-t 
bitant intereft, and have frequent bankruptcies 
to guard again ft. 

About three miles due Weft, is a fmall ifliand, 
level with the water, almoft barren. Wherever 
the foil is deep enough, it produces ihort grafs^ 
renowned for giving a moft exquifitc flavour to? 
mutton* This rock is a very convenient fia^ 
tion for fiihing, and is reforted to by flocks of 
iea*fowK 

On the twMtyrfeventh, I fet out for Naples i 
making a little deviation from the direct road^ 
to fee Nardo and Otranto. Nicar Gallipoli, 
culti^Mttoa is in a flouriflking ftate; though the 
rocks^ are very fb^akyvaly covered vith earth* 

la 
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In this province^ the rent of arable ground va-*' 
ties prodigioufly ; rather according to the de-* 
grces of population than thofe of fertility. For 
example, — Brindifi poffeffes a fpacious territory, 
rich in foil and natural advantages, free from 
baronial tenures and burthens : yet the beft 
of its land does not let. at ten fliillings an acre $ 
while the rocky but well-peopldd Salentme 
peninfula^ hampered as it is with feudal claims 
and drawbacks, gives at lead double the rent. 

The olive-tree is here attended to vvith the! 
niceft care^ and no trouble fpared to increafe its 
fruitfulnefs, or revive prolific vigour in plants 
that begin to feel the decay of age. In winter^ 
the peafants bare the roots of the old trees, lay 
upon them a thin coat of litter, and leave them 
thus, during four months, to imbibe the refto- 
rative falts of the atmofphere. Few of them 
have any principal bole; for all predominant 
ihoots are early cut out, that every part may 
derive equal benefit from the influence of the 
fun. Some hufbandmen only ilir the earth near 

the 
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Ae tree ; others plough all the interftices^ ancf 
raife profitable crops, though perhaps to the 
detrimeBt of the olive-plants. In this pro- 
vince, the fruit is neither beaten off the tree, 
nor gathered ; but remains till it falls through 
ripenefs. 

Don Giovanni Prefla has proved himfelf a 
zealous and valuable citizen of Gallipoli, by a 
long and attentive courfc of experiments upon 
the olive-tree, its fruit, and the method of 
making oil, with a view of increafing its quan- 
tity, and improving its quality. The common 
mode of making oil, is to cruih the olives to a 
pafie, with a perpendicular mill-ftone running 
round a trough. This pafte is put into flat 
round ba£kets, made of ruihes, piled one upon 
another under the prefs. After a firft preflure, 
icalding water is poured into each bafket, its 
contents flirred up, and the operation repeated 
till no more oil can be ikimmed off the fur- 
face of the tubs beneath. This method is 
liable to inconveniencies ; for the oil is feldom 

Yoh.U. T pure. 
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pxLtc, keeps ill^ and foon grows rancid* Doif 
Giovanni employs other ways of extracting the 
liquor^ which, though feemingly lefs effeftual 
and more laboriouij^ he thinks practice wilt 
prove to be full as expeditious as the mill^ and 
much more advantageous to the vender, by the 
goodnefs of the oiL He recommends a procefs, 
performed by pounding the fruit in a mortar. 
He throws a handful of the crulhed fubfiance 
into a long woollen bag, which he rubs very 
kard upon a Hoping board ; he then wrings it ; 
afterwards adds . hot water, and continues ta 
prefs, as long as a drop of oil can be drawn 
from it. This he fuppofes to have been the 
original mode of extradion, adopted by the dif- 
coverers of oil ; and, if performed by a ikilf ul, 
ftout workman,, to be much more effedual 
than the common one. He has examined the 
different fpecies of olive-trees planted in bh 
country, and appreciated their rcfpedive me- 
rits* The kind moft commonly cultivated^ 
aad of oldeft (landing in the province, is by him 

called 
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called the Salentine Olive,— by the peafant, Og- 
liarola,— from the quantity of juice yielded by 
its fruit. A fecond fort, vulgarly named Faule, 
of which only a few are planted, bears a fmall 
olive kept for eating. The third is known by 
the names of Cellina, Scuranefe, and Cafcia : — 
its olive give Icfs oil than the Salentine kind, in 
a proportion of two to three ; but the tree 
grows to a greater fize, rcfifts weather better, 
and is alfo more fruitful, — for which reafon it 
obtains the preference among the planters.^ He 
tried alfo a fourth fpecies 5 but of which only 
one tree exifis in his neighbourhood, and that 
a wild one. Contrary to the nature of all other 

olives, its fruit grows white as it ripens : — the 

« 

ancients fpcak of fuch a kind. He has alfo 
procured fcions of the bed flocks from Tuf- 
cany. I am forry to add, that as yet his efforts 
•have been merely fpeculative, for want of en- 
couragement from thofe who alone can promote 
the public good to any extent. In Puglia, 

T 2 ' which 
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which abounds with cities and villages belong^ 
Ing to the Crownj and therefore more wealthy 
and mdependent than Baronial manors^ — thefe 
trials may excite emulation^ augment the cul* 
tivation of this valuable tree^ and improve the 
manner of making oil^ to the great emolument 
of kingy planter^ and merchant. I have little 
dottbt but^ with ^ikill, the olives of this province 
may be made to give as fine oil as thofe of either 
Provence or Lucca. In Calabria the cafe » 
more defperate ;^— there feudal tyranny reigns 
paramount^ and efieftually clips the wings of 
induftry : — there the cuftom of the manor ob« 
liges all vafTals to grind their olives at Ihe lord's 
mills **» though their number is not equal to 
the bufmefs. The unfortunate wretches behold 
their fruit rot^ and their oil evaporate from the 
fermenting heaps> while they muD: wait the^ 



* They pay for evciy grinding, orMacina, twocarlini. 
A Macina confifts of eight baiketSf of thirty Neapolitan 
rc^teli eachi 

preffing 
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preffing of the olives belonging to the Baron and 
his leflees^ or tofuch proprietors as can afford to 
jbribe the millers. 

At the diftjince pf a few miles from the townj 
jthere is a good deal of woodland^ where fportf- 
men find very good diverfion. Gentlemen hunt 
l^are^ fpx^ and fometimes wi)d boar, with 
l^ounds or lurchers, ahd fgmetimps with both. 
Jn ^utumn, fowlers ufe nets, fpringes, or bird- 
lime ; ip winter, guns. All the country is free 
to whoever buys the J5^ing*s licence, except 
fome few inclofures, where the Barons endea* 
your to preferve the game. If^wkbg has of 
]^tt ye^rs been quite laid afide. 
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T^T A R D O lies nine miles north of Galli- 
^ ^ poll ; the road to it good and pleafant, 
with a fine view of the fea, la this little city 
are eight thoufand inhabitants. The fteeple of 
its cathedral is built in a very uncommon^ but 
ihewy ftyle of Gothic architefture. Luca Gior- 
dano and Solimeni have adorned the church 
with fome agreeable paintings. This place was 
part of the Balzo eftate. The Aquavivas were 
the next poffeflbrs :— -they are thought to have 
come from theMarca di Ancona. In 1401, in 
confideration of their relationfhip to Pope Bo- 
niface the Ninths Ladiflaus ere£ted their manor 
of Atri into a dukedom ; an honour till then 
feldom granted to any but princes of the blood 

royah 
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):oyal *. Claudius Aquaviva, a famous general 
X)f the Jcfynts, who died in 1615^ was of this 
family. 

The br^dth of this peninfula, from Nardo, 
is about thirty-five miles ; the road through an 
open iountry, interfperfed with fome coppices 
of a fmall jaggpdrieaved oak* We pafled near 
piany villages ; but I faw nothing in any of them 
worth my attention. As we approached the 
Adriatic, the landfpape grew dreary, from the 
great quantity of loofe fione-walls^ by which the 
fields are divided. Near Otrapto, the gardens, 
being full pf orange-trees, have a more pleaf- 
ing appej^raRce, A rivulet, running into the 

* Since that period^ honours have been fo laviihly be- 
flowed, that, about the beginning of the hfl century, the 
Cogle kingdom of Naples reckoned fifty Princes, lixty« 
" three Dukes, on^ hundred and fix MarquifTes, and iixty 
]^arls ; befides Barons, who all held of the Crown in capite^ 
and took their titles from the fiefs.— In 1703, the numbers 
were, one hundred and twenty-four Princes, two hun- 
dred Duli;es, two hundred MarquilTeSi and forty-three 
?arl^ 

T 4 fea. 
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fedj clofe to the walls^ flill retains its aticient 
came of Hydro. 

Otranto is fmall, ftands on a hill| and con- 
tains only three thoufand inhabitants. Its little 
harbour is not fo bad^ but it might induce more 
people to fettle here ; as no port on the coafl: 
lies fo convenient for traffick with Greece. The 
Adriatic Gulph is here but fixty miles wide. I 
climbed to the top of a tower^ to get a fight of 
the Acroceraunian Mountains; but a. vapour 
hanging over the fea^ along the horizon^ hid 
them from my view : in a clear mortiipg, their 
fnowy tops z,xt faid to be vifible. The cathe- 
dral of. Otranto is Gothic^ and^ according to 
the Puglian faihion, has its fubterraneous fanc- 
tuary. The columns are of be^iutiful marbles 
and granite; the pavement, a rude fpecies of 
Mofaicy cpmmonly called Saracenic *. As it 
is to be met with in all churches founded by 

* The tomb of Edward the Firft in WeflminHer Abbey 
» ' • -1 •#•■*' 

li a fpeciqieq of this ^fle. 
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the Norman Kings of Sicily, the artifts who 
laid it were prot>ably Saracens, or at leaft Greeks, 
their fcholars. — Thefe mofaics are com|)ofed of 
pieces of porphyry, ferpentine, and cubes of 
gilt glafs,— difpofed in ftars, circles, or chcc- 
quers. The compartments of the flails arc 
bordered with them ; and the fmall twified co- 
lumns, which fupport the pulpits and canopies, 
are ornamented with a fpiral firipe of the fame 
work. It is a pity fo much durability, com- 
padnefs, and beauty of material 3, Ihould have 
been lavifhed on fuch barbarous deQgns.-r- 
Otranto was a Roman colony, as is certified by 
gn infcription, almqit tl^e only monument of 
antiquity left there *. Ip the tenth century, it 
was made an archbifhop's fee. In 1480, Lau- 
rence de Medici, to deliver hicnfelf from the ^t* 
tacks of the King of Naples^ perfuaded Mahch 
(net the Second to invaide the realm; an4 

* Num. Hydr.—,^ER. Caput barb. & laureat;, YAPONTI- 
NnN.^Tridens, cum duobus delphinibus, 

QtrantQ 
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Qtranto was the . unfortunate' place where th($ 
Turks landed, It was invefted, ftpraied^ an4 
pillaged^ Its Prelate was 4ain at the door of hi9 
church ^ eight ^undredprincipal citizens dragged 
eut of the gates;^ and butchered ; their bodie; 
left twelve months unburied, till the Duke of 
Calabria retook the city^ and committed them 
to hallowed earth. About a hundired years 
fifter, a de/out perfon affirmed^ that thefe hones 
had appeared to him in a dream \ and^ upon 
the ftrength of his viiion^ they became^ for the 
yulgarj obje^s of almoft equal veneration with 
^e relics of th^ primitive martyrs. 

I was entertained in the evening with the 
mufick of fome of thofe itinerant performers 
that play at Chriflmas in the ftreets of Rome 
and Naples. Their native country is Bafilicata, 
tvhere the inhabitants of the Apennines learn 
from their infancy to wield the mattock with 
one hand, and the flagelet or bagpipe with the 
other. In thefe favages of Italy^ mufick is not 
merely an ar|: of paftime or luxury, but a ta- 

^ lent 



J0URK9Y TO NAftES. 283 

lent awakened by neceffity. Their ufual cm- 
ployment is hoeing out drains, to draw the 
water off the land ; but as there is not every 
year, nor in all feafons, a fuperabundance of 
rain, they take up their mufical inftruments for 

a maintenance, and, in fmall parties, travel 

• '■■•. ■' • 

over Italy, France, and Spain. Some hav^ pe- 
netfrated even into America, and returned from 

i 

thence with great comparative riches^ earned 
by their pafioral melody. Their concerts are 
generally compofed of two muficians, who play 
on very long, large bagpipes, in unifon :■«— I 
mean as to the tone, becaufe one is always an 
odave higher than the other; while a third 
muiician founds a kind of hautboy, and^ at 
the end of each ritornel, chants a rural ditty, to 
which the bagpipes play an accompaniment. 
The airs are all nearly alike, upon the model 
of the following Paftorale or Siciliana. 
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The trifling differences depend upon a greater 
or leffer vivacity in the performers, who arc 
wont to embelliih the common tune with varia- 
tions, out qf their own fancy. Every air^ 
however, is compofed of two chara&ers : the 
ritornel is chearful ; the vocal part, flow and 
mournful. The infl:ruments are all made by 
the fliepherds themfelves, in thofe forms and 

flzes which tradition has handed down to them. 

» .1 . .^ 

^nd exoericncc has taught them to imitate. 

My 
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My route to Lecce iay by the fide of a targe 
pond^' that communicates with the fea. All 
around, for nlahy miles^ reigns one entire wafte^ 
produdtive of nothing but the holme oak, or 
ilex coccifera. Thefe buihes were in full beauty^ 
covered with the fcarlet kermes, or falfe co^hi^ 
neal, which abounds in the fame fort of country, 
in Andalufia and Languedoc. The Puglians 
feem ignorant that any ufe can be made of this 
ihrubj except feeding their cattle with the leaves 
in winter, when other fodder fails. The vil- 
lages on the road make a handfome fliew, being 
built of white flone ; but their churches are or- 
namented in a very barbarous ilyle. The face 
of the country is too rocky, and too bare of 
trees, corn, and grafs, to be agreeable ; and the 
prodigious number of Aone walls would dif* 
figure a much more fruitful one. Near the end 
of our ride, which was about twenty-four miles, 
the^ landfcape became more lively, frgm a great 
quantity of gardens. 

Lecce^ 
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Lccce, the capital of Terra di Otranto, the 

feat of its tribunal, and the fecond city in thq 

kingdom, — is better paved and built than any 

town in the province. If its architeds had beeij 

poffeffed of the fmallefl: gleam of tafte, the 

buildings would have made a noble figure; fof 

the done of the country is of a fine white, fd 

foft, wheii t^kcn out of the quarry, that it may 

be moulded like wax, and will receive any form 

the flighteft ftrokes of the chiflfel imprefs it 

with; yet, by remaining expofed to the air^ 

very foon acquires a proper degree of confif- 

tency. No materials, therefore. Can be more 

defirable for ornamental riiafonry, or more fuf- 

ceptible of regularity and nicety of jundiure; 

But the fronts of the principal edifices ard 

crimped into fuch crowded uncouth decorations, 

that I lamented that the Grecian arts ever re- 

tjarned into this country : for the architedture 

of the Goths and Saracens, with all its oddi- 

ties, is the very perfection of beauty and good 

fenfe, when compared with thefc Gorinthian and 

Com- 
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Cotnpofite extravagances at Lecce# The ca-* 
thedral was eredted by Tancred, before he 
afeended the throne ; it is dedicated to Saints 
Cataldo and Nicholas, one of which is placed 
on a mutilated antique column in the great 
fquare. This fragment was brought from Brin- 
difi, where its companion is ftill ftanding. Many 
of the paintings in the churches, and houfes of 
the* nobility, are by Verrio, a native of Lccce, 
long employed in England,— where his ftair- 
cafes and cielings are admired for their perfpec<^ 
tive deception and variety of figures, though 
deficient in corredtnefs, choice, and other re- 
quifitcs of the art. He died in 1707— The 
number of inhabitants does not reach thirtceft 
thoufand, very inadequate to the extent of the 
city. It has the reputation of being, to the 
rieft of the kingdom, what Thebes was to 
Greece ; and a native of Lccce is faid to be dif- 
tinguifhable from his fellow-fubjefts, by the 
heavinefs of his manner, and the dulnefs of 
his apprehenfion* I dare not be fo raih as to 

pro* 
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pronounce upon this point ; having had^ duf« 
ing my fliort ftay among them, very little op- 
portunity of converiing with the Leccians^ or 
appreciating their parts and learning. But I 
cannot fufpeft a city to be the feat of ftupi« 
dity, that has an academy of Belles Lettres, 
and where fome of the Mufes at lead meet very 
fincere and fuccefsful admirers. Though the 
academy, from a want of royal proteflion, and 
proper dired:ors, has of late confined its exer- 
tions to fonnets^ and other abfurd ebullitions of 
fancy; yet mufick is here cultivated with a 
degree of enthufiafm« Many of the nobility 
are good performers, and proud of exhibiting 
their ikill on folemn feftivals. The Leccian 

/ 

mufick has a very plaintive charadter^ peculiar 
to itfelf. The Dilettanti fing ftanzas to the 
following tune, which is a fpecimen of their 
flyle ; and I have frequently heard Improvifa- 
tori chant their extempore verfcs to it *• 

* Don Luigi Serb of bTapIes is a very great genifis in 
that line, and much fuperior to the c^ebrated Gorilla, ib 
veil known to all the Englifli that have been at Florence* 
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At or neat Lecce, was the Roman colony of 

Lupite. Some geographers confound it with 

Vol. 11. U RudiE, 



290 JOUfe^fiy TO SAPLES. 

RudiaSj the birth-place of Ennius^ who floii- 
riihed about two hundred years before Chrift^ 
aiid compofed feveral poems^ of which only 
fragments have efcaped the ravages of time. 

Very foon after the eftabliihment of the Nor- 
mans/ Earls were enfeoffed with the manor of 
Lecce. The daughtier of one of them bore to 
the eldeft fon of King Roger a natural fon^ 
called Tancred, who came at length to be King 
of the Two Sicilies. Before liis eleflion to the 
crown» he emoyed the eilate of his maternal 
anceftors, and ^;^s a great benefildor to this 
city. .His daughter Albiria transferred the 
earldom to her hufband Walter de Brienne^ and 
the heirefs of the Briennes married C. de Enge^ 
nia Mary, the lafl: of that family was given 
in marriage by Lewis of Anjou^ to Raymond 

T 

Orfino the fortunate adventurer, who afterwards 
became Prince of Taranto. On the failure of 
his pofterity, Lecce fell, with the reft of their 
property, into the hands of the Crown* 

From 
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From Leccc it 19 twenty-four miles to Brin* 
difi^ through an ugly tra£b of land^ thinly peo« 
pled and poorly cultivated. The untillcd part 
is over-run with beautiful flirubs. As we ad« 
vanced, the country rather improved upon us, 
but dill bore the marks of mifery and depopu- 
lation. 
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BRlNDISIisa great city, if the extent 
of its walls be confidered ; but the inha- 
bited houfes do not fill above half the mclofure* 
The ftre^ts are crooked and rough, the build- 
ings poor and ruinous; no very remarkable 
church or edifice. The cathedral, dedicated to 
St. Theodore, is a work of King Roger, but 
not equal in poipt of architedture to many 
churches founded by that monarch, who bad a 
firong paffion forbuilding. The canons of this 

U 2 church 
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church retain the ancient cuftom of having 
kandmaids; but as they take care to choofc 
them oC canonical age and fBce^ we may fup« 
jyofe thefe Focarias to be only chafie reprefenta- 
tives of the helpmates allowed to the clergy 
before Popes and Councils had reprobated them. 
Thefe women are exempted from taxes^ and 
enjoy many privileges. When they die, they 
are buried gratis^ and the funeral is attended 
by the Chapter with great folcmnity ; which is 
a mark of refpedt it does not pay to any rela- 
tions of the canons. 

Near the port ftand the walls of a palace 

creftcd by Walter de Brienne, in a very bad 

♦ 

tafte. Its materials are grey ftone, divided at 
regular difiances with broad courfes of black 
marble **. Little remains of ancient Brundu- 
iium, except innumerable broken pillars, fixed 
at the corners of flreets to defend the houics 

..^' Thefe nialls have been iinc^ pulled down, and em- 
jployed in the facing of the new cansJ^ 

from 
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from carts ; fragments of coarfe Mofaic, the 
floors of former habitations ; the column of t^e 
light-houfe ; a large marble bafon^ into which 
the water runs from brazen heads of deer; 
fome infcriptions, ruins of aqucdud:s, coins^ 
arid other fmall furniture of an antiquary's ca- 
binet. Its caftl^, byilt by the Emperor Frede- 
rick the Second to protect the northern branch 
of the harbour, is large and (lately. Charles 
the Fifth repairetl. it. 

The port is double, and the fineft in the 
Adriatic, The outer part is formed by two 
promontories, that ftretch : off gradually from 
each oth^r as they advance into the fea, leaving 
a very narrow channel at the b^fe of the angle. 
The ifland of St. Andrew, on which Alphonfus 
the Firft built a fortrefs, lies between the capes, 
i^hd fecures the whole road from the fury of the 
wgves. In this triangular fpace, large Ihips 
may ride at anchor. At the bottom of the bay 
the hills recede in a femicirqular Ihape, to leave 
rqpm for the inner haven, which, as. it were, 

V 3 ckfpsi 
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clafps the city in its' arms, or rather encircles 
it^ in the figure of a flag's head and horns* This 
form is faid to have given rife to the name of 
Bnindufium, which^ in the old MeiTapian lan- 
guage, fignified the head of a deer. I think it 
prdbable that this harbour was produced by to 
earthquake, which caufed the ground to fink, 
and the waters to run into the chafm; for all 
the hills round it are on an exadt level, and 
have parallel correfpondent ilrata. Nothing can 
be more beautiful than this interior port, or 
better adapted to every purpofe of trade and na- 
vigation. It is very deep, and extends in length 
two miles and a half, in breadth twelve hundred 
feet in the wideft part. The hills and the town 
ihelter it on every fide. The north ridge is 
prettily cultivated and planted, but that to the 
fouth is bare of wood, and all fown with corn. 
In ancient days, the communication between 
the two havens was marked by lights placed 
upon columns of the Corinthian order, Handing 
on a rifing ground, in a direffc line with the 

channel. 
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cbanneU Of thefe onp remains entire upon its 
pedeftal ^« Its capital is adorned with figures 
of Syrens and Tritons^ intermingled with the 
Acanthus le^^^ and upon it is a circular vafe, 
which formerly held the fire. A modern ia- 
fcription has been cut upon the plinth. Near 
It is another pede^l of fimilar dimenfions^ with 
one piece of the ibaft lying on it^ The reft of 

m 

the column was fold to the people of Lecce 
^fter the earthquake of 1456^ which threw 
|t down^ and deftroyed great part of the city. 
The fpace between thefe pillars anfwered to the 
ent|:ance of the harbour. The whole kingdom 
of Naples cannot Ihew a more complete fituation 
for trade than Brindifi. Here goodnefs of foil, 
depth of water^ fafety of anchorage, and a cen-i 
trical pofitioPi s^re all united ; yet it has neither 
commerce^ huft)andryi nor populoufnefs. From 
fhe obftrudions in the channel^ which commu- 

'^ I^ i^ of the (ort pf gftCD and white marble called Ci-? 
polliilo« 

U 4, ni?atc&. 
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nicatcs with the two havens, arifes the tribe of 
evils that affliA and defolate this unhappy town. 
Julius Caefar may be faid to have begun its ruin, 
by attempting to block up Pompey*s fleet. He 
drove piles into the nieck of land between the two 
ridges of hills ; threw in earth, trees, and ruins of 
houfes; and had nearly accomplifhed the block- 
ade, when Pompey failed out and efcaped to 
Gre^e. In t|^e fifteenth century; the Prince 
of Taranto funk fonie fhips in the middle of the 
paffage, to prevent the royalifts from entering 
the port, and thereby provided a reftihg-plaee 

for fea- weeds andfand^ which foon accumulated, 

■ » • -••■-■» 

choked up the mouth, and rendered it imprac- 
ticable for any veflels whatfoever. In 175I9 
the evil was increafed, fo as to hinder even the 
waves from beating through ; ^nd all cpmmu* 

» ; Vi • > ^ < • 

nicatidn was cut off, ei^cept in violent eafterly 
winds, or rainy feafons, when an extraordinary 
quantity, of frelh water raifes the leyeU ^rom 
that peri9d the port became a fetid green lake, 

full of infedion and noxious infers ; no fifl\ but 

<■-.•• • ,• • - . ._ . . - ' • 

eels 
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fels could live in it, noF any boat ply except: 
canoes made of a fingle tree. They can hold 
but one pcrfon, and overfet with the leaft irre^ 
gularity of motion. The low grounds at each 
end were overflowed and converted into marihes. 
the vapours pf which created every fummer ^ 
real peftilenqci and, in the courfe of a very few. 
years, fwpptofF, or drove away, the largeft por- 
tion of the inhabitants. From the number of 
eighteen thoufand, they were reduced in 17^6 
to that of five thoufand Uvid wretches, tor- 

1775 above fifteen hundred perfons died during 
the autumn ;— a woeful change of cliniate ! 
Thirty years ago, the air of Brin^ifi was efteemed 
fo wholefome and balfamic, that the convents 
of Naples were wpnt to fend their confumptivc 
friars to this city for the recovery of their health. 
Xhis date of mifery and defiruAion induced the 
remaining citizens to apply for relief to Don 
Carlo Demarco, one of the King's minifters, 
and a native of Brindifi. In confequence of this 

appli- 
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jippUcation, Don Vito CauvelU was ordered tp 
jdraw up plans^ and fix upon the ipeans of open- 
log the port afrefli. Don Andr^ Pigonata w^ 
iaft year f^nt to execute his proj^s ; and bjr 
the help of machine^i and the labour of the 
.gaUey-ilaves^ has fucceeded in fome meafure. 
The channel has^ been partly cleared^ and has 
m>w two fathom of /water* It can admit large 
boats^ a great (tep towards the revival of trade; 
but what is of more immediate impprtan^, it 
gives a free parage to the f$a, which now 
nilhes in with impetuofity, and funs out ^gain 
^t each tide ; fo that the water of the inner port 
is fet in n\<^iop> and once more rendered whole- 
fome. The canal^ or gut^ is to be feven hun- 
dred yards loog^ and drawm in a (trait line from 
the column* At prefe^t^ its parapets are de- 
fended by piles and fafcines ; but if the original 
fUsLXi be purfued, (tone piers will be eredred oo 
both fides. Don Andrea^ who received me with 
, great pdiitenefs and hofpitality, has thefuccefs 
^f this undertal^iog t^trepiely ^t h^^tj^ ^nd as 
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be fpares no paiDS^ has money enougti for his 
calls^ and kerns to be very well verfed in fa|s 
piofeffion^ it is to be hoped the patriotic wiihes 
of his employers will not prove vain and delu- 
fory. If the defence ag^nft the fea be fiiffi- 
cient, and a proper method be followed for 
turning off the load of fand which every tide 
brings in^ and naturally tends to depofit where 
the current draws it^ this work will remain an 
honour to the Minifter by whofe dired;ion it 
was undertaken^ and to the engineers who have 
fuperintended it ; but it appeared to me^ upon 
examining every thing very attentively^ rather 
doubtful whether the work be properly fecured 
againft accidents, and whether a very confider^ 
able annual expence will not be neceflary to keep^, 
it in order *• 

Whei^ 

* ** i789« This canal is now choaked up, fo as to 
** have only feven feet in depth of water in many places^ 
** and the peftilential air is npw as prevalent as ever it was* 
^ Pigmati^ plan havmg faiiedy 9B0ther engineer is ap« 

^* pointed^ 
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When the canal Ihall be fcooped out to « 
, proper depth, and its piers folidly eftablifhed, 
veflels of any burden may once xnbrp enter this 
lapd-locked port, which affords room for a 
whole navy. Docks wet and dry may be dug, 
gQods may be Ihipped at the quay, and convc-^ 
Tiicnt watering-places be made with great cafc# 
If mer^ants ihould think it a place of rifing 
trade, and worthy of their notice, there is no 
w#nf pf fpajce in the town for any faftopy what- 
ever* Circulation of cafh would give vigour 
to huibandry, and proviiions would foon abound 
in this market. The fands at the foot of the 
J)iUs, which form the channel, ^are to belaid 
ppt in beds for mufcies and oyfters. Some ec- 
cleiiafiics are railing nurfexies of orange and 

*' pointed, who means to widen the canal (ixty-fcvcn feet, 
•^ and to make it twenty-one feet deep, fcut there is every 
•* reafon to fipar that the propo&d remedy will prove inef- 
M fedual, and that this unfortunate city is dQ0.me4 to 
t* ipcedy dcHrudion." 

Ei^t9i6t of a Letter from SiK ^\ H^i^oo* 

lemon- 
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lemon-trees; and other citizens intend intcoduc-^ 
ing the cultivation of mulberry-trees, and breed- 
ing of filk- worms. 

The Engineer would haye done very little 
for the health of Brindifi, had he only opened 
a pafiage, and given a free courfe to the waters ^ 
the marihes at each extremity of the harbouE 
would ftill have infcded the air ; he therefore, 
at the expence of about a thoufand ducats^ had 
the fens filled up with earthy and a dam raifed 
to confine the waters, and prevent their flowing 
back upon the meadows. The people of Brin- 
difi, who are fenfible of the blefiings already 
derived from thefe operations, who feel a retura 
of health, and fee an opening for commerce and 
opulence, feem ready to acknowledge the obli- 
gation. They intend to ered: a flatue to the 
Kingi with infcriptions on the pedefial in honour 
of the Minifter and Agents. 

The workmen, in cleaning the channel, have 
found fome medals and feals, and have drawn 
up many of the pile$ that were driyen in by 

C^fan 
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C«fiir« They are finall oaks ftripped ci theif 
bark^ and Hill as frefli as if they had been cut 
only a months though buried above eighteen 
centuries feVen feet under the fand. 

The foil about the town is light and good. It 
produces excellent cotton^ with which the Brin* 
difians manufadure gloves and ftockings* 
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IT IS Impoffible to determine who were the 
founders of Brundufium, or when it was 
firfl inhabit;ed *. The Romans took early pof- 

feffion 

* Nummi BrunduCnorum* 
JBR* u Cap. Herculis imb. pel. leon. te£t.=:Homo nu« 
du8 delp. ine^u. d« delp. Clyr. ten. BPENAH^I- 

Mnir. 
s. Cap. barb. laur. z glob.sHonx) niid.ddp. iaeq* 
bb Ijrram. i glob* t^m. 

3. Cap. 
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ieffion of a harbour fo convenient for. their eti^ 
terprizes againft the nations dwelling beyond 
the Adriatic. In the five hundred and nintk 
year of Rome they fent a colony hither. Pom* 
pey took refyge here ; but finding his poll un>- 
tenable^ made a precipitate retreat to Greece* 
* In this city Oftavianus firft aflumed the name 
of Csfar, and here he concluded one^of hit 
lhort4ived peaeesf with Antony. Brundufium 
had been already celebrated for giving birth to 
the tragic poet Pacuvius, and about this time 
became remarkable for the death of VirgiL The 
Barbarians^ who ravaged every corner c^ Italy, 
did not fpare fo rich a town ; and in eight hun-^ 
dred and thirty-fix^ the Saracens gave a fini^ 
ing blow to its fortunes. The Greek Empe^ 
rors, fenfible of the neceffity of having fuch a 
port as this in Italy^ would have reftored it t^ 

3. Cap. barb. law. pone viEt. cor. imp. trident 
t glob.z:H(nno nud. delp. vie. d. Vidor. L cor« 
nuc. claTa. i glob. tRm^ 
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Jts Mpient. ilc^th aod^ ^kodpui^ had tbii 

feiut), aft^r many yarieties of AiopcAuw^jefip^ 

4riv<D out of Brindifi by Willkuai the Firft*. . -^ 

The pbrojzy for expeditions to Pakftifie^ 

though it drained other kingdoms of thisir weialUi 

« 

wd fuhjet^S', contributed powerfully to the re? 

fHabliflunent of this city^ one of the poroi 

where pilgrims and warriors took Ihipping* 4b 

9)1(9 benefited by the refidence of the^^E^^toft 

Frederick^ whofe frequent armam^njts^S^^^thft 

Holy, Land required his prefence at thk.|&MfiP& 

rendezvous. The lofs of Jeruialem>. the ffj^Ud^k 

the Grecian empire, aod the ruin of all .ikpttSa^ 

vant trade after the Turks had Qon^ugre^.^tj^ 

lEfAg reduced ]Pnndiii to a fiate of iofi^i^^ff,, 

at|d .defolation, from which it has ii^^ter hpst,\ 

able to emerge, . _ . 

As I was now in the country of thff Tfi^jm^ 
tula, I was defirous of inveftigating minutejy 
every particular relative to that infcdl ; but the 

• feafTTn 
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ieafon was not far enough advanced^ and bo 
Taraotati * bad begun to itir. I prevailed upon 
a wocnan^ who had formerly been bitten^ to mSt 
' the part, and dance the Tarantata before me. A 
great many muficians were fumnnoned, and flie 
performed the dance, as all prefent aiTured me^ 
to perfedion. At iirft flie lolled fiupidly on a 
chair, while the inftruments were playing fome 
dull mufick. They touched, at length, the 
chord fuppofed to vibrate to her heart, and up 
flie fprang with a mod hideous yell, fbiggere<) 
iaboi)t the room like a drunken perfon, holding 
a handkerchief in both hands, railing them al- 
ternately, and moving in very true time. As 
the mufick grew briiker, her motions quickened, 
and ihe ikipped about with great vigour and va« 
ricty of ftcps, every now and then fhrieking very 

« 

loud. The fcene was far from pleafant ; and, 
at my defire, an end was put to it before the 
woman was tired. Wherever the Tarantati are 

* Perfons bitten, or pretending tobe t^itteo, by the Ta- 
rantula. 

VoulL X to 
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CO datice^ a place is prepared for them, hung 
round with bunches of grapes and ribbons. The 
patients are dreffi^d in white^ with red^ green> 
or yellow ribbons, for thofe are their favourite 
colours; on their ihoulders tbej caft a white 
fcarf^ let their hair fall loofe about their ears, 
and throw their heads as far back as they can 
bear it* They are exaft copies of the ancient 
prieflefles of Bacchus. The orgies of that God^ 
whofe worlhip ^j under various fymbols, was 
more widely fpread over the globe than that of 
any other divmity, were, no doubt^ performed 
with energy and enthufiafm by the lively inha* 
bitants of this warm climate. The introdudion 
of Cbrifiianity aboliflied all public exhibitions 
of thefe heathenifli rites, and the women durft 
no longer ad a frantic part in the charader of 
Bacchantes, Unwilling to give up fo darling an 

* I {hall fay nothing more on the fubje^k of this univer- 
fal worfhip, as it is treated in a mofl ingenious and iaCif« 
fa&ory manner by Mr. D'Ancanrille, in his Rabir^bes far 
PJrt dis Jncms. ^ . 

amufe- 
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amufement, they devifed other pretences ;* and 
pofleffion by evil fpirits may have fiirnilhed 
them with one. Accident may alfo have led 
them to a difcovery oF the Tarantula; and, 
upon the ftrength of its poifon, the Puglian 
dames ftill 6njoy their old dance, though time 
has (effaced the memory of its ancient name and 
ihllitution : and this I take to be the origin of 
fo ftrange a praftice. If at any time thefe dan- 
cers arc really and ihvoluntarily affefied, I can 
fuppofe it to be nothing more than an attack 
lipon their nerves, a fpecies of St. Virus's dance. 
I incline the more to the idea, as there are 
numberlcfs chiirches and places throujghout thefe 
provinces dedicated to that faint. Many fen- 
fible people of this town differ in opinion from 
Doftor Serao and other authors, who have ri- 

* 

diculcd the pretended diforder, and affirmed, 
that the venom of this fpecies of fpider can 
produce no effecfts but fuoh as are common to 
all others. Thei Brindifians fay, that the Ta- 
rantulas feht tQ Naples for the experirfient were 

X a not 
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not of the true fort^ but a much larger and 
more innocent one ; and. that the length of the 
journey, and want of food, h^d weakened their 
power fo much, as to fufTer the Dodtorj or 
others, to put their arrn into the bag.wh^re 
they were kept, with impunity. They quote 
mmy examples pf perfons bitten ;^s they H^pt 
out in the fields during the hoc months, who 
grew labguid, fiupid, deprived of all courage, 
and elafticity, till the found of fome favourite 
tune roufbd them to dance, and throw off the 
poifon. Thefe arguments of theirs had little, 
weight with me, for they acknovyledged that 
elderly perfotiiJ were more frequently infei^d 
than yoiing pnes^ and that mod of them were 
women, and thbfe unmarried. No perfon abovi^; 
the loweft tank in life was ever feized with thir 
malady, nor is there an inftance of its caufing 
death. The length of the dance, and the pa^ 
tient^s powers of bearing fuch exceffive fatigue 
in the canicular feafon, prove nothing ; becaufe 
every day^ at that time of the year, .peafants 
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ipay ht feen dancing with equal fpkjt and pcrfe*^ 

vcrance, though they do not pretend to be feized 

with the Tarantifm. The illneft may therefore 

be attributed to hyfterics, exceffive heat, flop* 

page of perfpiration, and other effeds of lleepi 

. .. 

ing out of doors in a hot lummer air, which Is 

always extremely dangerous, if not mortal, itf 
inoft parts of Italy. Violent exercife may have 
been found to be a certain cure for this difordcrJ' 
and continued by tradition, though the dare and 
circumftances of this difcovery have been long 
buried in oblivion 5 — d, natural paffion for danc- 
ing, imitation, cuflom of the country, and i 
defire of railing contributions upon the fpefta- 
tors, are probably the real motives that infpire 
the Tarantati. Before Serao's experiments, the 
Tarantula had been proved to be harmlefs, from 
trials made in 1663 by Clarizio, and in 1740 at 
Lucera, by Qther naturalifts. 

The Tarantula is a fpider of the third fpecies 
of Linnasus's fourth family, with eight eyes 

placed four, two and two; its colour com- 

" ■<• ■ 
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inonly a very dark gxty^ but varies . accorduxg 
to age and food*. The bulk of Its fore-part is 
almoit double that of the hiijtd part ; the back 
of its neck raifed high, and its legs Ihort ap4 
thick. It lives in bare fields^ wh^re the land^ 
are fallow^ but not very hard ; and^ frotn it; 

» 

antipathy to damp and ihade^ choofes for its xtr 
fidence the rifing part of the ground facing t^. 
eafi. Its dwelling is about four inches deep, 
ai?d half an inch wide; at the bottom it is 
curved^ and there thp infe^ fits in wet weather^ 
and. cuts its way out^ if water gains upon it. 
It weaves a net. at the n;iQUth of tfcu^ hole. 
Thefe fpiders do not live quite a year* In July 
they ihed their fkin^ and proceed to propagsi- 
tion^ which 9 from a mutual diftruft^ as the; 
frequently devpur one another, is a work un- 
dertaken with great circumfpedion. They lay 
about feven hundred and thirty eggs, which are 
hatched in the fpring ; bu^ the parent does not 
live to fee her progeny, haying expired early iq 
the winter. The Ichneumon fly is their moft 
formidable enemy. 

5EC- 
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ON leaving Brbdifi, 1 paffed by the well 
at the head of the haven, which fupplies 
the town with water. The view from this point 
takes in the port, column, a large palm-tree, 
churches, itnd caftles, all objedts of great pic- 
turefque beauty. 

At a few miles diftance, the Trajan way is 
cafily traced as it croffes a hollow. It is raifed 
to a level upon arches, built in the reticular 
or lofengy mannen Mofk of this day's journey 
to MonopoU, although forty-^three miles long, 
was near the coaft, through a wild country co- 
vcred with varieties of ever-green Ihrubs. The 
fmall portion of ground in cultivation is fown 
with beans; but there is a cruel enemy that 
every ywr deftroys the beft part of the crop ; 

X 4 this 
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l^.is the Orobaoch^ or Broom lUpe, a parir 
fit:^ wee4 that fhoots^ up with^b^ans^ i^nil other 
leguminous plants^ mixes lts> roots .wiiktbeirs^ 
andj by drawing out. all the nutrupont^ caui^^ 
tbexn to droop^ pine^ and die* Tl^e jPugUe^et 
call it La Sporchia. h\\ their effprt«,tQ eradi-^. 
c^te it have hitherto proved ineife^ual ; bu9. 
I fufpeft they have gone very fuper6ciallyTCof 
work. 

At Bari I took the inland road by the s^ct^sit. 
Via Egnatiana^ which Horace travelled upon^l 
We flept at JBitonto *, a fine town of fixtpen: 
thoufand inhabitants, much eafier in their foc«r^ 
tunes, and more poliibed and iniprpved m tbekji 
manners^ than thofe that dwell in the citiesalpn^^ 
thecpaftj its markets are well fupplicd, andraix;: 
air of affluence reigns in the place. Tb€..counn 
try between it and Bari, which is nine Oftil^ ^ 

♦ Nummi Butont. 
iE3ft.. 1. Cap. PalladisziAriflaBYTGNTINQN. 

a. Noftua ram. inf, =:Fulmen BtTONTINOI^. ' . 

diftant. 
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dlft«iti ts very much inelbfed ; iihd, thtiuj^' 
ftiwy, fettile in corn, almonds, olives, vAni^ 
apd fruit of all kinds. I found there was ^ 
gM^ral cry of famine throughout the country f 
but it was a want of iftow, not of bread, that 
was i^ompkined of* Near this city an obeliik 
was ere&ed by the prcfcot Kibg of Spain, with 
four fulibme itifcriptions in praife of himfelf, 
his father Philip, bis foldiers, and the Count of 
]tf«MeEfiar, who was honoured with the title of 
Duke of Bitonto for hnving defeated the Auf*« 
trians on this fpot in 1734* The engagement 
was^a very trifling one 1 but as^ it cleared the 
kbgdmn of Gern:|ans, proved of eflential fervico 
tathe Spaniards. If the KingVifhes to:tran& 
mit this event to pofterity by a monument, h6 
mUfl build fomething more durable, for the 
p]^&At one is already disjointed, and crumbling 
to ruin. A moft difagreeable (tony road brought 
Vfs to Ruvo, through a vine country. The 

pomegranate h|?dge$ in flower, and the holme 

• ♦ 

oak loaded with kermes, enlivened the pro/ped> 

w)iich 
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vfl^lx otherwiCe wauld h^fe bee& y;a'y dulU 
]^r Qji^arata^ aniKUr m^usnaaiit 19 to be foen, 
fOpraniiemorating a vidory g^ed there \n 1503 
Ib}^ thiDtoep. Itadia^a qver an equ^ i»«mber of 
French* They fpught in \\&% ypoii a fcHmal 
(^allepgi^f in confequence of fome cofitemptiiovt 
txpJieiSQns made u£e of by the lauer. Each of 
the vaiiquiflied paf ty was to forfeit one kwdi^ 
^iicata> h\» horfej ai^d arcq^uF. The (ontei| 
wn not vecy pbftinate ; ope of the French party 
wa& kiUed ^ } the reit naade pvifonerSi ao4 le£t 
9way to Barletta^ bepaufe they had not brought 
^bar ranfom with them* The Italian authon 
^tQ\ ihh a^ion as a moft glorioqs atchieve^ 
loent: the French ac(:ufe their adrerfari^s «| 
having difplayed more trick and cunnings thaik 
^ah>ttr| in tl^e cotubat ^.tttI here quitted tho 

Roman 

^ He If as an Itslian^ caliedplaude^'Afli. 

f Fult of zeal for the glory of his country j^^abordp 
treats thi5 combat as a ii^on. a^nd woodets mhtr^ Gmc* 
fiardiu sMt with thi« fioiy* 

A» 



|to Cal^l <lel Mpnt€i. The country I traverJEb4 
|j ppf n, upey?i3, att4 dry. The caftje H a \$a^ 
i3>aFk» anti ^^od^ on tbe brow of a very &ig]| 
hilU the extremity of a i:idge that branches, out 
from the Apepnin^^ The afccot to it ta. nar 
half a mile Ipng^ ^nfl very ft^p ; the view £roak 
ifs terrace moft extenfive. A vaft reach of fet 
and, pj^ain, on one fidet aod moQAtains <m the 
other ;. Qot a city 19^ the province but is diiUa«r 
guifiiab}e ; yet the barennefs. of the for^-ground 

As Guicciardini w^s a contemporary (for he was fent 
AmbaiTador to Spain in ici i), he no doubt mufl have met 

f 

vvrith munberlefs witpeiles of the fajft. GonfaIvo.de Cor-; 
<ioy9*a arqay ]:ecei\Kd the vtdora and prifooera into itA rai^ 
and condudod them in truimph to Barletta, Guicciardini 
gives the names of the thirtcep Italians, of whom foac 
were Neapolitans and two Sicilians. Many contemporary 
authors relate the event : a monument ftill exifls, raifed 
at the time to commemorate the yi£toiy obtained in the 
fight oi. the French and Spaniih annies, and therefore I 
cannot doubt the £a&, though every Fr^nc^ Hifiory and 
Memoir may be filent. 
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takes off a great deal of the beilsty df the ^c% 
ture*' The building is odangular, ki a plaip 
feltd fivle I the walls are raUbd with reddifli and 
white (tones, ten feet fix inches thick ; the great 
l^te is of marble, cut into very intricate orna- 
ments, after the manner of the Arabians; on 
the baluftrade of the Heps lie two enormous lions 
of marble, their buiby manes nicely, though 
barbarouily, expreffed ; the court, which is in 
the centre of the edifice, contains ano&anguiar 
knarble bafon of a furprifing diameter. To cariy 
it to the fummit of fuch a hill n^uft have coft 
^n infinite deal of laboui^. Two hundred fieps 
lead up to the top of the caftle, which confifls . 
of two ftories. In eacli of them are fifteen fa« 
loons of great dimenfions, cafed throughout 
lii^ith various and valuable marbles ; , the cielings 
are fupported by triple cluftered columns of a 
fingle block of white marble, the capitals ex-, 
tremely fimple. Various have been the opinion^; 
concerning the founder of this caiUei j; but ti^ 
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lyefi-grouti^d aferibe it to Frederick of Swabia^^; 
I dined and fpent the hot Ii<»arft with great com« 
fort under the porch^ which commands a noble 
view of the Adriatic. 

In the evening 1 defcended the mountain, and* 
rode nine miles to Andria^ a large feudal city, ezSt 
of the Roman road« Andriaflands on the edge 
of the inclofed country, and its environs being 
rather hilly, are far from unpleafant, though 
without any running water. This town was 
built by Peter the Norman, and acquired its 
name from the antra or caverns in which the 

* A Neapolitan gentleman found , in one of thefe 
rooms, a baflb relievo reprefehting this Emperor and hit 
Chancellor Peter de Vineis, of which he had a copy taken 
in plaifber. This fettles the matter beyond a doubt. I did 
not difcover this fculpturc, nor hear of it, till long after 
my return to Naples ; but I faw another baflb relieyo. of 
ibme warriors in Norman habits meeting a woman drefled 
after the Greek fafliion.«*-A8 this ftonc appears to have 
been inferted into the walls fince their iirfl buHding, and 
bears the date of' x jao^ it cafii no light on the hifiory 
#f the place* 

fir(k 
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firft fettlers abided; CoAtld the FdUtth tra^ 
bom at Andirta^ whei^ hw taotheti theEtftpreft 

■i 

Idle Queen of Jttufatem died iti chiWbid t>f 
hiiti ; atld here alfb lies buried Ifdbella of Eng- 
hud, another wife of the Ernperor Frederick. 
Beatrix, daughter to Charles the Second, had 
Andria for her portion on marrying Azzo D*Eftfe 
Marquis of Ferara, This Prince dying, fte 
took for her ftcond htafband Bertrand Del Balzo^ 
progenitor of the Dukes of Andria> who vrett 
long at the head of the Neapolitan Nobility; In 
i^fOf Francis Del fialzo, by a quarrel With thi^ 
powerful Houfe of Sanfeverino, and his obfti- 
nate refiftance to the royal mandate, drew upon 
hlmfelf the vengeance of Queen Joan the Firft, 
who confifcated his eftate. On the iccelSon of 
Charles the Third, he wds reinftated. This fa- 
mily failing, Fabricio Caraifa purchafed the 
t)uchy of Andria in 1525 for one hundred 
thoufand ducats* 

From hence I travelled twelve miles to C&« 
nofa, over a pleafant down, where the Rotnatl 

road 
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road remains entire in many places, paved mlA 
commdn rough pebbles* Canufium, foyndel 
li^y Diomed^ and afterwards a Roman colony^ 
became one of the moil confiderable cities of 
this part of Italy for eittent, population^ m4, 
magnificence in building. The a^ra of Trajan 
fecms to have been that of its greatell fplendow$ 
but this ponip only ferved to mark it as a capi-^ 
f al objed for the avarice and fury of the Bar-^ 
barians. Genferic, Totila, and Autharis, treated 
it with extreme cruelty. The deplorable ftate 
to which this province was reduced in 590 It 
concifely^ but iirongly, painted by Gregory th^ 
Great in thefe terms : ** On every fide we heaf 
f^ groans ! on every fide we behold crowds of 
/^ mourners, cities burnt, caftles rafed to th^ 
*' ground, countries laid wafte, provinces be-* 
" come jdeferts, fome citizens led away captives, 
" and others inhumanly maflTacrcd/' No town 
in Puglia fuffered more than Canofa from the 
outrages of the Saracens ; the contefts between 
the Greeks and Normans increafed the meafure 

of 



of its woes^ which was fillled by a cob&grsUjea 
diftt happened when it was ftortned by Duke 
Robert. In lopOj it was affi^ied, by jgree^^ 
snentj to Bohemund Prince (^ Antioch, who 
died here m 1 1 1 1. Under the reign of Ferdi- 
nand the Third this eftate belonged to the Gri« 
maldis. On their forfeiture^ the Affaititi ac« 
quired it^ and.ftill retain the title of Marquis, 
though the Capeci are the proprietors of the 
fief. 

The ancient city^ Rood in a plain between 
the hills and the river Ofanto^ and a>vercd a 
large traffc of ground. Many brick itiontimemst 
though d^raded and firipped of their marble 
cafing, flill ^atteft its ancient grandeur. Anooog 
them may be traced the fragments of aque- 
du^tsj tombs^ amphitheatre baths^ military co- 
lumns, and two triumphal arches, which, by 
their pofition, feem to have been two city gates* 

* Nummi Canuf. 
;JER. I. Cap. Juv. imb.ssEque8 gal. haftat. KANtXlNH. 

The 



^ |dv&N.£Y to NAPteg. 321 

The pnefeac *town ftands above, on the^ £»unda« 
turns of tbe old cic§del, and is a moQ, pici^i 
leronafic of fo great a 4:ity, not containing above 
three Imndfedtiioulies* The church of St. S^- 
binus^ bulk; as is f^id,/ in the fixlh century, ig 
iioiv without tbp jnclofure% It is afloniChing, 
tfaatany ^artof this lEmcient cathedral ihould 
, kavc withAood te many calamities. Its altars 
and pafvements are rich in marbles ; and the fix 
Verde Antico columns that fupport its roof, 
Me>llie largfift jand fineft I ever faw of that fpe* 
xi)S9 q|> jnarbler In a fmall court adjoining, 
, undef an pdagcmal cupola, is the maufoleuxn 
lOf Bdh^mund, adorned in a minute Gothic ftyle. 
Round the cornice runs a ftrmg of barbarous 
chyipcs ; and upon the door are other infcrip* 
tkmsy with an emboflied reprefentation of war- 
rk)rs. kneeling before the Madonna. In 1461, 
tiit Prince, of Taranto, among the many ads 
of barbarity praftifed by him in Canofa, broke 
open this fepulchre, and dtilurbed tKe albes of 
a befo whofe memory fliould have been held 
Vol. II. Y fecred. 
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facred, at lead by a foldier : for Bohemund wafe 
a warrior of mod exalted fame, the iharer and 
the rival of his father Guifcard's glory i who^ 
by his vi&ories, was enabled to ihake the throne 
of the Eaftern Emperors : when, by the in- 
trigues of his mother-in-law Sigelgaita, and the 
partiality of his uncle Earl Roger, Bohemund 
found himfelf deprived of his Italian inheritance^ 
he turned his arms againfi the Saracens, and 
formed a new fovereignty for himfelf in Palef- 
tine. As Prince of Antioch, he became one of 
the firmed ramparts of the Crufado againd the 
Infidels. 

The prowefs of thefe Norman conquerors was 
fb much greater than that of their contempora- 
ries, their bodily drength and feats of arms were 

» 

to wonderful, that it is probable they were the 
originals from whom the writers of romance drew 
their heroes. Giants cloven to the faddle ; armies 
routed by a fingle warrior ; cadles and bridges 
defended by one perfon alone j knights trarvel- 

' ling 
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ling over the world in fearch of kingdoms, 
princeffes, and adventures; are no more than 
the real events of the lives of William Fiera- 
bras, Robert Guifcard, Earl Roger, and their 
companions. Malaterra, their contemporary^ 
friendj and hiftorian, furniihes ample materials 
for a complete romance, with the addition of a 
few enchanters and dragons. In the firfi: Sici* 
lian campaign,' William flays a gigantic cham« 
pion in fingle combat. At Melfi, to fliew the 
Greek herald what he could do, Hugh Tudex- 
tifem feizes his horfe, and kills it with a blow 
of his fift. In another affair, Fierabras fprings 
from his bed, where he lay fick of a fever, ral- 
lies his troops, kills the general of the enemies, 
obtains the viftory, and returns to hb couch. 
We read frequently of Robert's being obliged 
for food to fally out of his caftle by night to 
furprife and carry off the cattle in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and once he called out the comman* 
der of a fort to parley, caught him by the mid- 

Y a die. 
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dle^ Md rode off with him in fight of his 
whole garrifon. I do not know which to ad- 
mire moft^ .the franknefs of the prince who 
didtated his own ilory ; or the hpneft {>lainne{s 
of the hifiorian Who wrote^^ that Earl Roger 
was once fo poor as to be obliged td Heal hdrfes^ 
and plunder travellers for a fupport. At the 
fiege of Reggioj Roger hewi» a mighty giane 
down with his two-hartded fwbrd. Itiafally he 
makes from a caille in Sicily, where he and hid 
wife were befieged by the Saracens, his horfc 
is killed under him ; but the hero cuts his way 
through their battalions ; and, left he ihould 
be thought to have left the field out of fear, 
marches off with the faddle upon his ihoulders. 
In 1063, Serlo defeats an army of thirty thou- 
faind nlen with Only thirty-fix knights armed 
cap-a-pec What a fuind of marvellous fidions 
would not fuch fafts give birth to ! , How many 
fupernatural circumft^nces might not a bard 
create out of the fingle one of Roger's defeating 
the. Mahometans at Mifilmeri, taking all their 

carrier- 
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carrier-pigeons, fmearing them with the blood 
of the llain, and letting them fly to announce 
the difafter at Palermo, which he was marching 
to inveft ! The idea of thefe extraordinary men 
certainly remained long imprefled on the minds 
pf the Italians, whofe lively imagination mufl: 
have embellifhed tradition with fo many addi* 
Clonal wonders, that the old romances had little 
more to do than to commit to writing, and dreft 
wp in rhyme, the common tales of every even- 
ing aflembly. In thefe the eafy brilliant genius 
of Ariofto revelled, and ftruck out the mpft de- 
Jightful, but moft eccentrical defcriptions ever 
/crioufly attempted by a poet. 



SEC 
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SECTION LIV, 



I LEFT the bridge of Canofa early on 
the 7th^ and travelled up the fouth-fide of 
the river for twelve miles, without meeting 
with any objedt worthy of remark. The city of 
Minervino^ feated on an eminence^ was the 
only place I faw during the ride ; — the country 
bare and difagreeable^ till I entered the heart of 
the mountains^ where I found a more woody afid 
pleafant landfcape* I dined at Lavello^ a fmall 
city belonging to Caracciolo Prince of Torella. 
Some Roman infcriptions^ and many Jewilh 
epitaphs of the ninth century, are the amount of 
its antiquities. The sera of its foundation is 

« 

unknown. Mention is made of it in the Lom- 
bard Chronicles,, Sicard the eighteenth Duke of 
Beneventum having been aflaffinated at Lavello. 
Conrad the Fourth was Encamped under its 

walls^ 
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its wallsy when he was feized with the diforder 
that carried him off, poifoned, as is faid^ bjr 
his brother Manfred. Hiftorians fpeak of a 
drange kind of poifon adminiftered on the 
occafion, viz. powder of diamonds mixed with 
fcammony, which being given in a clyfter, 
brought away the Emperor's bowels by piece- 
meal. This Prince was then in the zenith of his 
glory^ having routed his enemies, puniflied the 
rebels with fcverity, and effedually cruflied 
their power. Had he been allowed to live 
longer, the Houfe of Swabia would not have 
been fo eafily overturned ; for though bloody 
and cruel to excefs, Conrad was poflefled of the 
bold manly qualities requifite for fixing his do* 
minion on a permanent bafis. 

From Lavello I pailed over rugged mountains 
to Venofa, which ftands on a high level of nine 
miles in circumference, furrounded by preci- 
pices, that form on every fide a natural ditch 
and fortification. The whole mafs has been 
raifed by the force of fubterranean fires, as ihe 

Y 4 nature 
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nature of the foil, and a forum vulcanic or fol* 
fatara, diftant a mile from the city, clearly 
evince# This folfatara is not encircled by hills 
like that of Fuzzuoli, which it refembles in 
every other particular^ of colour^ fulphureous 
produdionsj and internal rumblings. Num- 
berlefs ftr^ams flow out of its fides ; and, what 
is extraordinary, vary much in their colour and 
mineral qualities* 

Venofa was a very confiderable place in an- 
cient times, and a fieady ufeful friend to Rome 
in her ftruggles with Hannibal The remnant 
^f Terentius Varro's army fl^ed hither from 
Cannas, and obtained of the generous Venufians 
both protcdion and fupplies of all forts. When 
the Normans fubdued Puglia, Dreux had Ve- 
nofa for his (hare of the fpoiL The San Se* 
vcrinos enjoyed it afterwards ; then pafling 
through the family of Balzo, the honour de- 
volved upon a fon of Raymund Prince of Ta- 
ranto. A brother of Pope Martin the Fifth, 
was for a few years invefled with this fief ; but 

on 
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on the PoAtiflTs demife, was deprived of hit 
Neapolitan grants. Caracciolo, Prince of Tor^ 
xella, is the prefent proprietor. 

Nothing is now to be feen at Venofa that can 
xecal an idea of its ancient magniBcence, exqept 
pieces of marble containing parts of infcriptionfi 
fixed in the walls of houfes and churches. . The 
Gothic edifice belonging to the Maltbefe order, 
and dedicated to the Holy Trinity^ afibrds thf 
greateft quantity of frs^gcnentSy and even entire 
monuments, torn by the hands of its barbarous 
founders from ruinated theatres, baths, and tem- 
ples. This church was erected upon the foun- 
dations of a temple confecrated to Venus, from 
which goddefg the city is fuppofed to have 
taken its name. The Beijiedidine monks were 
in pofiTeifion of this abbey till the reign of Bo- 
niface the Eighth, who endowed the Knights 
of Sabt John with it. Its architecture oifers 
nothing fingular or beautiful in the Gothic line. 
Solidity appears to have been more ftudied by 
the Norman archite&s who rebuilt or repaired 



it* 
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it^ than elegance or lightnefs, which became 
the principal objects of thofe builders that 
fucceeded them* The remains of Dreux, Ro- 
bert Guifcard^ and Albarai^e his wife^ whom 
he divorced to marry a Lombard princefs, re- 
pofe under its roof. From the number of He- 
braic monuments^ which bear the fame date 
with thofe of Lavello. I infer that the Jews 
flocked to tEis country about the time that the 
Saracen power was predominant in Puglia. The 
piece of antiquity of highefl: reputation^ and 
upon which the inhabitants of Venofa plume 
themfelves moft^ is a marble buft placed in the 
great fquare on a column. This they ihew as 

ft. 

the effigy of their fellow^citizen Horace; but 
the badnefs of the defign, and the mode of 
drefs^ render this opinion very problematical. 
I take it to be the head of a faint. The refpeft 
paid to fo diflinguifted a genius does honour 
to the tafte of the Venofians ; but I am afto- 
fiifhed they have not canonized their poet^ for 

the 
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the vulgar at Naples have made a faint of 

Virgil. 

I made an excurfion fix miles along the Ta«* 
rentine road to vifit the Bahdufian fountain^ cef- 
lebraied by Horace in the thirteenth Ode of his 
Third Book^ and fo long a point in litigation 
among criticks and commentators. The com- 
mon opinion placed it at his Sabine farm ; but 
Abbe Chaupy has inconteftibly proved, that it 
can be no other than a fpring near Palazzo, in 
the principality of St. Gervafio. I difcovered 
it by the defcription given by Chaupy; and 
was forry to find him fo faithful a painter of 
the prefent deplorable ftate of this once charm- 
ing fountain. No fhady groves now hang 
over its banks to fhut out the burning mid- 
day fun; its gelid waters no longer tumble 
down the rocks in beautiful cafcades, but, 
choaked with dirt, and lofi: in bogs, are forced to 
/feek their way under ground to a vent at the 
ibot of the hill. 

I re- 



33* JOirilKPY TO KAPtBS. 

I returned* to Venofa^ and pafifed the night at 
Barile, at the bottom of Mount Voltore^ whidi 
I propoied to afcen4 the npxt day.. Barile is 
a large burgh, fituated on a hill, that appears 
to owe its exiftence to an eruption, as the foil is 
entirely volcanical, and the fbne, employed in 
buildings, a dark^cobured compafi: lava« A 
]ine of circumvallation of thirty miUs marks 
the extent of this caft-up foil. . The inclofed 
fpace is covered with every fpecies of ftone, 
earth, and mineral, ufually found on or near 
ignivomous mountains. Medicinal waters break 
out on all fides, and are prefcribed by phyfi- 
cians in many cafes. The fummit of Mount 
Voltore is like that of all volcanos, broken on 
one fide, and hollow in the middle. In the 
;Crater are two lakes of great depth ; one near a 
mile, the other almoft two in circumference. 
The water is clear, fweet, afnd cool, at leaft 
.near the furface ; but I was afifured that it is in- 
fupportably ftrong, both in tafte and fmcll, if 
drajvn up from a confiderable depth. 

A change 
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A change of weather obliged ft\e to leave the 
mountain in a hurry, and make the beft of my 
way to Lavello *• 

On the 10th, I pafled the wh61e day in 
croffing the plains of Puglia to the bridge of 
Bovino, aimoft fuffocated with dufi^ an<l parched 
up with heat. We dined at Ordona^ near the 
ruins of Herdonia, a place of importance in the 
Punic war ; at prefent fimie brick walls, vef- 
tiges of baths, aquedudts^ and gates, are all 

* Had the weather been siore favourable, I fiiouM have 
flopped at Melfi, remarkable for being the firfi place that 
was feized by the Normans, and appointed a common 
rendezvous for all the chiefs of the league* Hither they 
brought their booty, and threw it into a joint flock. Hi- 
ther they retired on any reverfe of fortune. In i©59, Ni- 
cholas the Second called a Council of one hundred prelatet- 
at Melfi, and confirmed the Normans to the polTeffion of 
their ufurped dominions. Upon this confirmation Cano« 
nifts/eft all the rights to the Crown of the two Sicilies. 
Frederick of Swabia held a Parliament here for the p^urpofe 
of promulgating the conflitutions co^npiled by his Chan- 
cellor Peter de Vineis. 

that 
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that remain. Al^out a mile off is a farm of the 
late JefuitSy called L'Orta^ a fiupendous pile of 
buildings. From. Ariano^ we turned off to Be* 
nevento, where we arrived through an "unre* 
mitting deluge of rain^ with inceffant claps of 
thunder and flaihes of lightning. Every gutter 
became a brook^ and every brook a river; fo 
that we were obliged to make great hade to get 
there^ before they fhould fwell to fuch a height 
as to flop our paffage. 



SECTION LV- 



BENEVENTO is fituated on the flope, 
and at the point of a hill between two 
narrow vallies, in one of which runs the river 
Sabato, in the other the Galore j below the city 
they utvte into one dream. 

Wc 
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Wc Entered through the arch of Trajan, hDW 
called the Porta Aurea, which appears to great 
difadvantage from the walls and houfes that hem 
it in on both fides ; however^ it is in tolerable 
prefervation, and one of the mpft magnificent 
remains of Roman grandeur to be met with out 
of Rome. The architc^ure and fculpture are 
both fingularly beautiful. This elegant monu* 
ment was ereded in the year of Chrift 114, 
about the commencement of the Parthian war, 
and after the fubmifiion of Decebalus had en- 
titled Trajan to the fumame of Dacicus. The 
order is Compofite * the materials, white mar- 
ble; the 'height, fixty palms; length, thirty- 
feven and a half; and depth, twenty-four. It 
confids of a fingle arch, the fpan of which« is 
twenty palms, the height thirty-five. On each 
fide of it, two fluted columns, upon a joint pe-» 
defial, fupport an entablement and an Attic 
The intercolumniations and frize are covered 
with baflb-relievoSi reprefenting the battles and 
triumph of the Dacian war. In the Attic is the 

infcrip- 
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infcriptioiu As the fixth year of Trajan^s confu* 
late, marked on this arch, is alfo to be feen on 
all the milliary columns he erefted along his new 
road to Brundufium, it is probable that the arch 
was built to commemorate fo beneficial an un- 
dertaking. 

Except the old Metropolis of the World, no 
city in Italy can boaft of fo many remains of 
ancient fculpture, as are to be found in fiene^ 
vento. Scarcely a wall is built of any thing but 
altars, tombs, columns, and remains pf entabla* 
tures. The moft confiderable are in the upper 
town, which I take to be the fite of the old 
one. The cupola of St. Sophia refls upon a 
circular colonnade of antique marble, in the 
fame manner as thofe of Santa Maria near No- 
ccra. Saint Sebaftian, and St. Agnes at Rome,-— 
and other buildings ere<fled under Conftantinc 
and his family, when the arts were declming. 
In the court is a fine relievo of the Rape of the 
Sabines : the other remarkable fragments are, 
the Death of Meleager, — a Meafurer of Com, — 

fomc 
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feme fepulchral bufls, a large boar, ' covered 
with the dole and vitta for facrifice, which an* 
tiquaries call the Caledonian Boar^ left by 
Diomed as a badge td his colony of Bene vento,— > 
and, Hercules Healing the Hefperian Apples^ 
This laft piece ftruck nic very much, from the 
refcmblance it bears to our common mode of 
depiding the Fall of Man. A woman lies at 
the foot of a tree, and ^ huge ferpent is twined 
round the trunk, ftretcbing out its head to* 
wards the fruit, which a man leans forward to 
pluck. The club he holds in his hand, and a 
Greek infcription *,*mark him out for Her- 
cules-f-. A volume might be filled with in* 
fcriptions collefted here, relative to every fub- 

* HPAKAH CnTHPI n lOYNIOC IAN0yAt»I0C ATFOTC 
ANE0HKEN. 

t Some ingenious writers have endeavoured to prove, 
that the fable of the Hefperides is built upon the fcriptural 
account of our Firft Parents: and 'this /Ex Foioto Her* 
cul^s, fhe^*8 that there are good grounds for the compa* 
rifon. 
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je&5 on which the ancknts^ who recorded every 
trifle, were wont to fet up a lapidary memoriaU 
The chriftians have alfo contributed a eon<»> 
fiderable variety of monuments^ I remarked 
one, in particular, reprefenting a man rifing but 
of the waters, and purfued by a fiih : this al- 
ludes to the ftory of Jonas, and was fometimes 
carved upon the tombs of the primitive Chrif- 
tians, to exprefs myfterioufly their belief in the 
refurredion. 

The cathedral is a clumfy edifice, id a ftyle 
of Gothic, or rather Lombard, architedlurc. 
This church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
was built in the fixth century, enlarged in the 
eleventh, and altered confiderably in the thir^ 
teenth, when Archbilhop Roger adorned it with 
a new front. To obtain a fufficient quahtity of 
marble for this purpofe, he fpaced neither far* 
cophagus, altar, nor infcription ; but fixed them 
promifcuouily and irregularly in the walls of his 
barbarous ftrudture. Three doors (a type of the 
Trmity, according to the rulej eftabliihed by 

the 
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the myfiical Vitruvii of thofe ages) open into this 
facade. That in the centre, is of bronze, em- 
bofled with the life of Chfift, and the effigies of 
the Beneventine Metropolitan,^ with all his fuf- 
fragan Bilhops. The infide offers nothing tp 
the curious obferver but columns, altars^ and 
other decorations^ executed in the moll, inele- 
gant ftyle that any of the church-building barr 
' barians ever, adopted. In the court ftands ^ 
fmall Egyptian obeliik^ of red granite^ crowded 
with hieroglyphics. In the adjoining fquare, 
are a fountain, and a very indifferent ftatue of 
Benedict the Thirteenth, long archbifhop of 
Benevento. 

The writers of the Beneventine hiftory unani*- 
moufly claim Diomed, the Etolian chief, for 
the founder of their city ; and confequently fix 
its origin in the years that immediately fucr- 
ceeded the Trojan war. Other authors affign it 
to the Samnites, who made it one of their prin- 
cipal towns, where they frequently took re- 
fug?* whea worded by the Romans* In their 

Z % time. 
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time^ its name was Maleventum, a word of ufn 
certain etymology : however, it founded' fo ill 
in the Latin tongue, that the fuperftitious Ro* 
mans, after atcbieving the conquefl of Sam«* 
nium, changed it into Beneventunf, in order to 
introduce their colony under fortunate aufpices* 
Near this place, in the four hundred and fe^- 
venty-ninth year of Rome, Pyrrhus was defej^ted 
by Curius Dentatus. In the war againft Han^ 
nibal, Beneventum fignalized its attachment to 
Rome, by liberal tenders of fuccour, and real 
fervices. Its reception of Gracchus, after his 
defeat of Hanno, is extolled by Livy ; and, 
from the gratitude of the Senate, many folid 
advantages accrued to the Beneventines. As 
they long partook, in a diftinguiflied manner^ 
of the glories and profperity of the Roman em* 
j^ire, — they alfo fevercly felt the effeds of its 
decline, and fliared, in a large proportion, the 
horrors of devaftation that attended the irrup- 
tion of the northern nations. 

Th# 
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The modern hiftory of this city will appear 
intcrefting to thofe readers, who do not defpifc 
the events of ages, which we ufually ^nd juftly 
call dark and barbarous. They certainly are 
of importance to aU the prefent fiate^ of Eu- 
rope ; for at that period originated (he political 
pxiftence of moft of them. Had no northern 
ravages defceiided from their fnowy mountains, 
to overturn the Roman coloflbs, and break 
jafunder the fetters of mankind, few of thofe 
powers, which now make fo formidable a 
figure^ would eyer have been fo much as herd 
of* The avengers of the general wrongs were, 
jno doubt, th^ de():rQyer5 of arts and literature, 
^nd brought on the t|iick clouds of ignorance, 
which, for many centuries, qo gleam of] light 
could penetrate J but it is to be remembered, 
alfo, that the Romans themfelves had already 
made great progrefs in baniihing trup tafte and 
knowledge, and would very foon h^ve been a 
barbarous nation, thoqgh neither Gpths nor 
Vandals had ever approached the fro^itier. 

Z 3 The 
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The Lombards came the lafl of the Scythian 
or Scandinavian hordes, to invade Italy. After 
fixing the feat of their empire at Pavia, they 
fcnt a detachment tq poffefs itfelf of the fou- 
thern provinces. In 571, Zotto wa's appointed 
Duke of Benevento, as a feudatory of the King 
of Lombardy ; and feems to have confined his 
rule to the city'alone, from which he fallied 
forth to feck for booty. The fecond Duke, 
v/hofe name was Arechis, conquered aimoft the 
whole country that now conftitutes the kingdom 
of Naples, His fucceflbrs appear long to have 
remained fatisfied with the extent of dominion 
he had tranfmitted to them. Grimwald, one 
of them, ufurped the crown of Lombardy ; but 
his fon Romwald, though a very fuccefsful 
warrior, contented himfelf with the ducal title. 
The fall of Defiderius, laft King of the Lom- 
bards, did not affeft the ftate of Benevento. 
By an effort of policy or rcfolution, Arechisthc 
Second kept pofleffion ; and availing himfelf of 
the favourable conjundure, afTerted his indepen- 
dence,— 
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dence^-^threw off all feudal fubtniffion> — ^af- 
fumed the ftilc of Pnnce,-r-and coined money 
with his own image upon it ; a prerogative eXf> 
ercifed by none of his predecefTors, as Dukes 
of BenevefKQ. During four r^igns^ this ftate 
tpaintained itfelf on a refpedable footing ; and 
might iQng have continued fo^ had not civil 
war, added to very powerful a0aults from abroad^ 
haftened its ruin. Radelchi^ and Siconulph af** 
pired to the principality ; and each of them in- 
vited the Saracens to his aid. The defolation 
caufcd by this confli£^ is fcarceiy to be de- 
fcrib^d. No better method for terminating thefe 
fatal difTcntions could be devifed, than dividing 
thef dominions into two difUn<5t fover^igntiest 
In 8519 Radelchis reigned as Prince at Bene* 
vento ; and his adverfary fixed his courts with 
the fame title, at Salerno. From this treaty of 
partitiQn, the ruin pf tht Lombards became in- 
evitable: a want qf upioji undermined their 
ftrength, — foreigners gained an afcepdant over 
t^em.-^-irrefolution and weaknefs pervaded their 

Z ^ whole 
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wkole fyftem of goverament* The ercflionof Ca* 
pua into a third principality, was another deftruc- 
tive operation : and now the inroads of the Sara^ 
cens, — the attacks of the eaflern and weftcrn em^ 
perors, — anarchy and animofity at home — re- 
duced the Lombard ftateB to fuch wretchednefs, 
that they were able to make a very feeble re^r 
fiftance to the Norman arms. The city of Be- 
nevcnto alone efcaped their fway, by a grant 
which the Emperor Henry the Second had made 
of it to the Biihop of Rome, in exchange for the 
territory of Bamberg in Germany, where the 
Popes enjoyed a kind of fovereignty. From 
the year 1054 to this day, the Roman See, with 
fome fhort interruptions of poflfeffion, has exer- 
cifed temporal dominion over this city. Bene- 
vento has given three Popes to the chair of St. 
Peter; viz. Felix the Third, Vidor the Third, 
and Gregory the Eighth ; and, what it is much 
prouder of, reckons St. Januarius in the lift of 
its Bifhops. 

« 
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IT O O K a walk in the evening to the field 
of battle, where Charles of Anjou defeated 
'Manfred; and in the way would gladly have 
perfuaded my condudor to Ihew me the fpot 
where the famous walnut-tree grew, round 
which the witches were fuppofed to affemblc 
and keep their Sabbath. He denied having 
any knowledge of the place, though he con- 
fefled he believed that many old women of the 
neighbourhood were very well acquainted with 
it, and that feveral of his friends had heard the 
noifes the forccreffes make in the air, as they 
ride along on their, broomfticks. This refort 
of witches, which was believed by all writers 
upon dsemonology, and is flill fo among the 

peafants 
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peafants hereabouts^ is founded upon a very old 
tradition. The Lombards, whofe creed dif*? 
fered little from that of other nations of Celtic 
origin, had a great veneration for trees, and 
were wont to perform, under particular hallowed 
ones, fuch rites as were enjoined them by their 
ancient inftitutions. At Bene ven to, the plaq^ 
qf meeting was under a large walnut-tree ; and 
i( was cuftomary to hang on the branches the 
figure of a viper, w^th two heads, coiled up. 
A ring of this kind was found fome years ago. 
This fymbol, which is expreffive of the vital 
principle, is among the oldeft emblems invented 
by man, and may be traced throygh the reli- 
gion of all nations, from Japan to Iceland, 
When St. Barbatus converted the Beneventine 
Lombards to Chriftianity, he caufed the tree to 
be cut down ; but the Legend gravely infonns 
us, that the Devil found means to raife fuckers 
out of the root, round which he and his fultan^s 
from Lapland, and other femin^ries of m^agt^ 

cians. 
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cians, flock by night to ctlebratc their infernal 
orgies* 

The plain, where the battle was fought,* lies 
about two miles down the river. Neither com* 
mander feems to have difplayed any great tnU 
litary fkiil, but to have refted the event upba 
the valour of his troops* Charles, indeed, had 
an advantage in the Icnown treachery of tht 
Neapolitan Barons in the Swabian army; as 
mod of them had been gained over by his pro- 
mifes, or the Pope's fpiritual threats. Man- 
fjred feeing the traitors refufe to charge, rulhed 
ivithhis faithful adherents into the thickeftof tlie 
fray, where he was flain. His body remained 
above a day undifcovered, till a peafant, who 
was well acquainted with his perfon, found it, 
and laying it acrofs his afs, called out in deri- 
fion. Who will attack Manfred ? The French 
officers fued in vain to their chief for leave to 
depofit the corj)fe in holy ground. Pignatelli, 
the Pope's Legate, infiftcd upon its being 

thrown 
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thrown into a ditch : every foldier in the army 
caft a ftone upon the grave^ and thus raifed a 

barrow over it. But this fanatical Prelate^ whofe 

I 

revenge nothing could fatisfy^ caufed the bones 
to be taken up^ and f^pattered on the banks of 
the river Verde in Abruzzo^ where no friend or 
humane perfon might find tbeqi, and again 
commit them to earth* Thus ended Manfred.—* 
Ko Prince has been more virulently traduced 
by the Guelph writers^ whofe interest apd ha-r 
tred combined to fet his charaAer in as bad a 
light as poffible, in order to ftrengthen the 
claim of his opponent^ and to fupport the high 
preteniions of the church. Some Ghibellines 
bave attempted to do him juflice. It would be 
no difficult taiky with the documents that may 
be obtained from the chronicles of the thir- 
teenth century, to draw up a fair flate of the 
queftion, and vindicate Manfred froni many of 
the heavy charges brought againft him. An 
ingenious Author^ in his hiftoric doubts con- 
cerning 
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cerning our King Richard the Tbird5 has pointed 
out the way of proceeding in fuch a redintegra- 
tion of charader. Thofe unfortunate monarchy 
refembied each other in many particulars; but 
undoubtedly the Neapolitan greatly deferves the 
preference* Manfred was beautiful in his per- 
fon, accompliihed in all arts then becoming a 
gentleman ; affable, magnificent, liberal, great 
in his viewsi and anxious for the welfare of his 
people; inflexible and impartial in the diftri^ 
bution of juflice } learned, for the times he 
lived in i and a protedtor of thofe who cultivated 
fcience. On the other hand, I mud not dif^ 
femble his contempt for religion, — but I im« 
pute the fault to the complexion of the times 
in which he lived, — when the temporal dilates 
of the Pope were fb artfully interwoven with 
the fpiritual dogmas of the church, that who-* 
ever dared to difpute the former, was apt to 
reje£l the latter,-.-iat leaft was fuppofcd fo to 
do. I believe him to have indulged a paffioa 

for 
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for. t^e fair fc;x ; but^ had he been permitted to 
live longer, age would no doubt have brought oa 
repentance^ and he might have died in as good 
repute as Charlemagne, Lewis the Fourteenth, 
or any other great and amorous monarch. Man- 
fted was ambitious,— and, to obtain a crown, 
infringed the laws of inheritance : but a defence 
of his condud, on. that point, would look like 
a fatire on his numberlefs fellow-culprits, from 
Cfiefardown to Kouli Khan ;— ^and I tiiuft have 
better proofs than any yet alleged, to convince 
me of his having been a murderer and a parri* 
cide* If we had not examples, in all ages, of 
the like weakneffes in other great men, I 
ihould be aftonifhed to find Manfred fuch a 
believer in aftrology and omens* He gavq 
an inilance of this credulity, as he was march- 
ing to battle, by being fo Ihocked at the fall- 
ing of a[ filver eagle from his helmet, that he 
turned pale, and cried out, " This is a figa 
^'frornGodr 

On 
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On leaving Ben^vento, I croiTed the Calarc, 
and travelled to Mbntefarchioi up hill moUt of 
the way, by a very fine roadi Three bridges, 
built of ioimenfe blocks of done, are the only 
remains of the Fia Jppia. The foil varies, but 
is in many places volcanical : one fmall hill is 
an entire lump of lava. Montefarchio, a large 
town belonging to the Prince of Troja, Hands 
at the head of a plain furrounded with lofty 
mountains on every fide, except the north- weft 
corner, where the chain is broken* This plaia 
• is of an oblong fliape, and has, in my opinion^ 
been originally the crater of a very large voU 
cano, and afterwards a lake. The fediment of 
the waters may have levelled and filled up the 
bottom ; and at lall a fliock may have broken 
down fome part of the environing hills, and let 
out the water. Torrents wafiiing down the foil 
of the mountains, may have continued \to raifc 
the level, and cultivation completed the dram- 
age. This feems to me^ from its fize and 
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pofition^ to be the place where the Roman 
Confuls^ and their army of thirty thoufand men/ 
were enveloj^ed and captured by the Samnites, 
who poiTefled themfelves of the high grounds»-^ 
blocked up the pafs that leads eaftward to Be- 
nevento^— -and, as foon as the Romans had en* 
tered the valley, clofed up the way from Arpaia^ 
by which the legions had entered. I know it 
is ufual to call the narrow dell below Arpaia^ 
or that which leads to Durazzano^ by the name 
of the Caudine Forks; and diflertations have 

r 

been written to prove and explain this idea. 
But thofe vallies are fo ihort and narrow^ 
that I cannot conceive how fo many thoufand 
armed men, in marching array, could be 
Iqqeezed into the fpace. It is clear that the 
vanguard muft have marched out at the head of 
the defile, before the rear tould arrive at the 
bottom; which would effe&ually have fruf- 
trated the fcheme of the Samnites. The flat- 
w!ii of the plain of Montefarchio is not a fuf--^ 

ficient 



ifctent rtefon for rejcftmg my fuppofition, be- 
caufe earth waihed from mountairfs^ ruins ojf 
houfb^ and fall of wood, muft^ in the procefs 
of ages, hare raifed the foil confiderably, 

V 

and changed the whole face of the country. 
At the Forchia d'Arpaia, the ancient Cau* 
dium, the pafs is Util fo narrow, the hills on 
each fide fo bold and fteep, that even now it 
would be eafy to throw in fuch an abattis as 
could not be forced, though defended only by a 
handful of men. 

From hence the defcent is rapid to Arienzo, 
by a beautiful winding valley, well fhaded 
with hanging woods of chefnut-trees ; the 
road excellent. Arienzo is a large burgh, in 
a low but delightful fituation, furrounded 
with vineyatds and gardens. It belonged to 
Etendart, one of Charles the Firft's generals ; 
then tov Boffa ; and now to Caraffa, Duke of 
Madaloni. 

Vol. IL A a Here 
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Here I left the hills^ and travelled to Acerra, 
a neat city^ walled round after the old manner, 
in a very flat^ wet fituation* Large drains 
prevent the river Lagno from being fo deftruc- 
tive to its territory as it was in the time of the 
Romans, when its pofition was bad to a pro- 
verb. This fief was firft held by a turanch of 
the Aquino family, which failed in 1292. Otho 
of Brunfwick received it from his wife Joan 
the Firft, and fold it to Orfino. In Charles 
the- Third's reign, Frotogiudice had it; and^ 
under Joan the Second, it pafTed to Origlia : 
Alphonfus^the Firft invefted Cardines with it. — 
Acerra is called the country of Punchinellos, 
becaufe that comic charader, which is. to the 
Neapolitan ftage what Harlequin the Berga« 
mafque is to the other Italian ones, is always 
underftood to be a native of this little city. 
Punchinello is the wit, the droll of Neapolitan 
comedy, fpeaks the provincial jargon, and 
has the exclufivc privilege of faying good things 
2 and 
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and double entendres. He is fuch a favourite, 
that, in carnival time, the ftreets of Naples are 
crowded with maiks in his drefs, all acting ini- 

« 

mitably a part, for which^ they are fo txz&lj 
formed by nature. From Acerra to Naples, 
the road is fandy, through one continued Wo«d 
of vines and poplars* 
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